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WELCOME ADDRESS
ProFEssorR R. ALLIER

The French Federation of Christian Students salutes the
World’s Student Christian Federation and gives its representatives
a cordial and brotherly welcome. We are the last to enter your
great university family, but not the least thankful and least happy
The mere fact of receiving you here will not be

to belong to it.
h between you and us the strongest

without results, It will establis
bonds of friendship. .

Madame Alfred André is happy to give you hospitality in this
country abode, and I must, in her name, welcome you. But I
wish also to express to her on behalf of us Frenchmen our respect-
ful gratitude. It is she who has enabled us to offer you this hos-
pitality, and we are therefore under the deepest obligation to her.

We love the Federation for many reasons. First, because for

many students it puts an end to a very sad isolation. People do
not imagine what a student who loves the Gospel and wants to
live as a disciple of Christ would suffer amidst thoughtless com-
ons without a Christian friend to whom he might confide his
riences and with whom he might pray. There are many per-
his kind which I might relate.
s us also because it is a great witness of
Christian and learned youth to the Cross of Christ. The world
- feigns to believe that one cannot be at the same time a disciple of
modern science and a disciple of the Saviour. The Federation
contradicts that negation by 2 visible fact. In the first century of
the Church St. Paul planted the Cross in the most learned city of
antiquity close by the schools of phiIOS(?phers afnd orators, That
is just what the Federation does when 1t establishes anywhere an
association of Christian students.

The Federation is not satisfied with increasing the number of
Christian students. It seeks to deepen and enrich their lives,
First, it imparts courage to the lonely ones and to those who would
perhaps lose their faith by not being able to show it. Then it cre-
ates clubs and all sorts of institutions that will help the student to
fight against temptation. We all know, for example, that if it
were not for the sake of impurity many would not be so eager to
break with the Gospel. God forbid that we insinuate that all those
who are away from Christ lead a bad life. We respect all intel-

pani
expe
sonal instances of t

The Federation rejoice
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lectual struggles and crises. But it cannot be denied that the fall
into debauchery is a preparation for infidelity, and that the fight
against temptations of the flesh prepares one for the acceptance of
the Gospel.

Finally, the Federation will raise up learned Christians, able
and ready to show that there is a Christian way to study, a Chris-
tian way to solve all problems, a Christian way to discover the
truth and to proclaim it bravely. Let the number of these learned
Christians increase and many things will be changed among the
young men in the universities,

Accept, dear friends, our wish of welcome. Accept the hom-
age of an affection that will not forget and of a

gratefulness always
dear to us.

RESPONSE
Dr. KarL Fries

In expressing on behalf of the foreign delegates the sincere
gratitude which fills our hearts for the cordial Teception you have
given us here, I wish to ask you, my French-

speaking brethren,
for forgiveness beforehand, and for patience in regard to all the

crimes I am undoubtedly going to commit against the laws of your
beautiful mother tongue. Iam very fond of languages and philology
—it is really my branch of study—and I know that French is a lan-
guage which is perhaps more sensitive, so to say, than any other
language. Language is the expression of national character; it is
the spirit of the nation made palpable. But if we analyze the dif-
ferent languages, we will find there is scarcely one of them that
has not received a more or less distinct influence from some others.
The more a language is able to assimilate such infiluences without

losing its own individual character, the more will it become rich,
flexible and useful.

- We are here assembled, representatives of a large number of
different nationalities and 1a

nguages. It is scarcely probable that
the influences which we w

ill exercise on each other will work a
.change on our languages or in our national characters, though that
1s not altogether impossible when we think of the great effects that
somejcimes come from seemingly small causes, But one thing is
certa%n, that we are now having a rare opportunity of receiving
new impressions from each

other and of enriching not only our
knowledge but our personal and spiritual life; of becoming more
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fitted to render valuable service in God'’s Kingdom. We will learn
from you French, and from each other; we hope that you will
learn something from us in return.

In the diversity of tongues there is, however, one point in
which we understand each other, one language which is common
to all of us, I hope, the language of the Kingdom of the Gospel.
In this world we can speak it only very imperfectly and with stam-
mering. This is the reason why we so often misunderstand each
other. But, as we draw near to that perfect glory where we will
understand as we are understood fully, let us learn from each
other and pray that the hindrances that prevent us from exchang-
ing the blessed influence which we can exercise on each other may
be more and more overcome.

Once more accept our warmest thanks for the kind reception
given us here.

RESPONSE
. Mr. Joun R. MorT

On behalf of the delegates permit me to say that we have all
been deeply moved by the gracious, cordial and earnest expres-
sions of welcome to which we have just listened. May we mani-
fest our appreciation during the days we spend together by show-
ing forth the spirit of Christ who animates and unites us.

We must all agree that the Federation is miost fortunate in
having the privilege of meeting in this place. What spot in France
could be more appropriate for such a conference than this country.
place associated with the name André? Although the mind and
heart of M. André were filled with a multitude of other Christian
enterprises, I well remember the intelligent and deep interest in
the world-wide student movement shown by him up to the time
he went to the reward of his God. Nor do we forget the many
practical ways in which Madame André has continued to express
sympathy with the work of Christ among students. Her kindly
and generous courtesy in opening her home to this Conference
will be cherished ever in memory by those who have come together
from all parts of the world. It is fitting also that the World’s
Student Christian Federation meet in conference so near the Uni-
versity of Paris, famous among students everywhere as not only
the largest but also the most cosmopolitan university of the world,
We have received, therefore, with peculiar satisfaction the greet-
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ings of representatives of both professors and students of this hon-
ored university. There is an appropriateness, too, in meeting
this year in the vicinity of Paris, which has opened her gates to
the peoples of all lands and races, Moreover, I venture to say that
we feel at home meeting in France, this great land whose history
and literature, whose political ideas and social movements have
influenced every nation we represent.

The number of delegates at this Conference is necessarily
small—less than sixty. Thousands of students and professors
might have been assembled, but owing to the character and aim
of the Federation, it was deemed wiser to limit attendance strictly
to national leaders of student movements. But while our number
is not great, it should be pointed out that this is the most Tepre-
sentative Christian gathering ever held in the interest of students.
Here are leaders in the student work of not less than twenty-three’
countries. Here are chairmen, secretaries, editors and Federa-
tion committeemen from student movements of all parts of the
earth. Every Christian student movement of the world is rep-
resented. This gathering officially represents over fourteen hun-
dred student Christian organizations with a membership of
sixty-five thousand students and professors. As one has remarked,
it is, therefore, a gathering to be weighed and not simply counted.

It is well at the beginning of this Conference to remind our-
selves of its purpose and significance. We have come together
to utter abundantly the memory of God’s great goodness in the
life and work of our various student movements and to cheer and
encourage one another by the recital of what He has wrought
since last we met. We have assembled to make a comparative and
scientific study of the problems which confront us. This Confer-
enceisalsoa councilof war. War against what? Uncompromising
and aggressive warfare against those temptations and forces of evil
which, in all lands, are seeking to weaken and destroy the best
life of students. From the Occident and from the Orient we have
come to learn how to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ until
His reign becomes co-extensive with the whole world. We are here

to become better acquainted in order that we may be enabled

more helpfully to bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill Christ’s
law. Above all, this Conference assumes large significance when
we reflect on its possibilities as a unifying occasion and force. May
Wwe not confidently hope that the blessed fellowship of these days
at Versailles, and the union in thought and feeling and purpose
f the Holy Spirit among us,
shall hasten greatly throughout the world the answer to the prayer
of our Lord “that they may all be one.”



“THAT IN ALL THINGS HE MIGHT HAVE THE
PRE-EMINENCE”

Dr. Kari Frises

Who is He? He is ‘‘the image of the invisible God, the first-
born of all creation.” ‘“He is before all things, and in him all
things consist. And he is the head of the body, the church; . . . .
the firstborn from the dead”; it is He ‘“whom we proclaim,
admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom,
that we may present every man perfect in Christ.”

Christ Jesus—how different are the opinions which men have
formed about His person. How different the places that have
been assigned to Him in the systems of philosophers and theolo-
gians and in the practical lives of those who call themselves His
disciples and His followers. What place then should we give Him
in our individual life, what place in our world-wide Federation ?
Surely, we will give Him the preéminence. This is why, instead
of beginning our meetings with words of welcome and speeches
about the extension and development of our Federation, I greet
you with these words of the apostle, in which he gathers as it
were in a lens the rays of the Sun of Righteousness, who is arisen
with healing in His wings, healing to every one who opens his
heart to receive Him. It was not always that Jesus Christ had
had the pre€minence with Paul. There was a time when Jesus
Christ, far from having the first place in his thoughts and inter-
ests, occupied the place of a dangerous fanatic, whom it would be
necessary to fight in every way possible, with whom he could not
have anything in common. He hated Him with the whole fervor of
his Israelitish and Pharisaic soul. But Jesus Christrevealed Himself
to him in the heavenly light that disperses the mist of wrong ideas,
prejudices and hatred. Paul saw Him as He was and he saw
himself as he was, a poor miserable sinner. And from that
moment the order was reversed. That which had seemed gain to
him now was counted loss for Christ. It is no longer Paul who
holds the first place but Christ, the Son of God, who loved him
and gave Himself for His enemy.

My brethren, do we not recognize ourselves in the experience
of Paul? Was there not a time in our lives when we looked upon
Jesus Christ as a person with whom we did not want to have any-
thing to do? He was of no interest to us, or even we looked
upon Him as an enemy, hostile to our liberty of thought and
action, a dangerous person whom we ought to fight in every way
possible. But we have seen Him in the heavenly light which
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reduces things to their right proportions. We have understood
that the liberty which we guarded so jealously was only the
supremacy of pride and of self-centred ideas,

Jesus Christ has revealed Himself unto us, He has shown us
what unsearchable riches there are in His pers
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowled
us the excellency of the hope of one who serve
more to himself, but unto Him who die
Weé have seen Him as the Lamb of God slain from the beginning
of the world for our sins; He the just for us the unjust. In our
hearts a radical revolution has been effected. The king ¢ Self”
has been deposed and Jesus has been made King. To Him has
been given the preéminence. This is the great event of our lives,
the conquest of the capital.

on, in whom are
ge. He has shown
s and who lives no
d for him and rose again.

Lately I visited the palace of Potsdam, so rich in memories
of the days when Frederic the Great and Voltaire mutually assured
each other that the Christianity which they hated would soon have
disappeared. In the middle of the beautiful park there is a wind-
mill that forms a strange contrast to the surroundings, It is called
the historic windmill, and the history of it is very instructive. The
king had drawn the plans for the park and was just about to have
them carried out when it was discovered that the windmill
belonged to a man who would not sell it. Nothing could prevail
upon him to submit to the wish of the king. The reason he gave
for his refusal was the following, ‘If I sell the mill the whole
place will belong to the king, but if I don't sell, it will belong to
the king and me.” Would not an observer of our lives discover
more than one historic windmill, more than one corner of our
hearts where the King has not been allowed to take Ppossession ?
And what is the reason that some withhold from the King what
does by right belong to Him? Do you fear what the result would
be of an unconditional surrender? Do you think that Christ
would act as a tyrant toward you? That He would make use of
His authority to rob you or cause you harm? Listen to His own
words: ¢ Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”
Far from paining us, His Sway over us will introduce peace in
our hearts. Undoubtedly we will have battles to fight, but the

Ty is that we have an undivided heart, that

supreme will, that Jesus Christ should have
things. If this is true in regard to each one of us individually, it
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is as true in regard to our Federation as such and of each one of
the national movements and associations of which it is composed.

As we meet together here the Federation can look back upon
five years of existence and work. From the day when our Fed-
eration was constituted in the shadow of the venerable walls of
Vadstena Castle, the entrance to which bears the inscription, ‘A4
Domino Auxilium Meum,” we have in our constitution and in our
work given the pre€minence to Jesus Christ. We do not wish to
seek our own glory; we do not wish to establish that worship of
man which has ruined so many a good movement which, after
beginning in the Spirit, has ended in the flesh., We constantly
honor those who have done faithful service in the work which is
so dear to all of us, but we say nevertheless, ‘‘Lord, thou hast
also wrought all our works for us.”

We certainly recognize the differences in language, nation-
ality, views and character which exist between us, but we realize
a superior unity of spirit which binds us together with true and
powerful bonds of love. This is the unity of members attached
to the head, of branches joined to the trunk, of brethren grouped
around the same Master, according to His own word: *‘Ye call
me Master and Lord; and ye say well, for so I am.” ‘‘One is
your Master, even the Christ, and all ye are brethren.” May
this become more and more our motto. May these days bring us
nearer our aim—that Jesus Christ may in all things have the .
pre&minence.

THE CAUSES OF SCEPTICISM AMONG STUDENTS AND
ITS CURE

MRr. Frank LEnwooD.

Perhaps the causes of scepticism may be divided under two
heads, external and internal. The external are the causes which
come from without, always tending to make it more difficult for
one to believe and more easy to doubt. But when all is said and
done they are only predisposing and never can actually force a
man into sin and doubt, though people often speak as if they could.
The internal causes are those which are the indispensable causes
of doubt. They perhaps proceed in a few cases, a very few and
those doubtful, from disposition and inborn character, but far
more often they come because of direct and definite sin of some
sort or another. The external causes would be absolutely power-
less but for the internal causes.
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Let us look at the external causes first. One of the most
potent of the external causes of doubt is the example of confessing
Christians. A boy is very likely brought up among people who
make much profession of loyalty to church, to religion, even to
Christ, but who belie in very many of their actions the teachings
of Christ and do not seem to have His presence dwelling in them.
He feels that if this be Christianity it has produced but little
impression and if these are its champions it can be worth but little.
He lacks all the positive stimulus of a noble example which is one
of the best instruments for bringing people to know our Lord, and
what he does see fails to impress him or impresses him unfavor-
ably. The life of too many of our churches is not healthy enough,
not enough devoted and consecrated to conquer the attractions of
the world, and the student feels that if he is to surrender himself

body, soul and spirit it must be to some stronger form of faith
than this he sees before him.

The second cause of unbelief is the narro
and homes. They seem only anxious to keep their children away
from everything which is new and from any questioning as to the
value of the various details of their father's faith, The faith, the
orthodox faith, must be swallowed whole, they see
one moment; and accordingly just at the point
man is inquiring, perhaps ready to be convinced, he is told by the
only Christians he knows that even to question is sin and he must
crucify his intellect and believe all that is told him without a mur-
mur. This process, so foreign to that of our Lord in the Gospels,
helps to make many an agnostic.

There is a very widespread distrust of the good faith of the
leaders of the churches. Ministers are thought to be suppressing
what they believe and professing what they do not believe, and a
young man who once gets such a suspicion has gone far to Justify
himself in a refusal to look at the evidences for Christianity. He
| rightly concludes that if Christianity be true it is curious that it
: should need such questionable methods of proof and apologetic as
| have frequently been used. Partly for fear of losing position or
i Power or salary, partly for fear of hurting the more old-fashioned,
{ : partly to preserve harmony in the churches to which they belong,
. ministers and lay Christians have suppressed—it is quite true—
‘/ things which for the sake of younger men they should have spoken
out. And such suppression cannot remain unnoticed if for no

other reason than that it must produce a ring of uncertainty in the
i message.

Very closely connected with this are the crude beliefs about
the results to the Bible of recent critical methods,

wness of many parents

m to say, and at
when the young

Certain types




2
WorLD’s STUDENT CONFERENCE 9

of writers are fond of quoting these results to show that the Bible
is an exploded fiction. Those who have not studied the question
catch up a phrase or two, form a general opinion from evidence of
the very smallest, and neglect the constructive work which has
already been done by criticism.

Perhaps I should also mention the unwise forms of work
which evangelical faith sometimes adopts. They are excited and
undignified and they lack common sense, and also, one might say,
a sense of humor. Christian zeal need not be ridiculous.

When a man who loves his fellowmen and sees their misery
under present social conditions, is seeking to find the truth in
Christ Jesus, he finds too often that the Christians he meets are
very anxious for individual conversions, but do not seem to care
about that general Kingdom of God,—love, joy, peace, which
Christ came to bring. Like the church which St. James pictures
they say, ““Go in peace, be ye warmed and filled,” and yet they give
them not the things needful to the body. Nay, in some instances
prominent Christians are guilty of participation in trades which
make for the ruin of the nation, like our English brewing trade,
or of unfair treatment of their workmen. And so the man who is
anxious to serve his fellows keeps aloof from Jesus Christ and His
Church.

Perhaps the worst external cause of scepticism is the false
theology of thoughtless orthodoxy and the false use of the creeds.
People begin with the theological description of God and try to
find all the attributes of God, infinity, omniscience, omnipotence,
etc., in Jesus Christ, instead of beginning with Jesus, the human
friend, and then going on to find in Him first the Saviour and then
the Person who brings to us and who is to us in some way the
Force ruling the whole universe, which we call God. The latter
order was that followed by Jesus Christ when on earth. A man
who is asked to swallow the whole creed at once instead of being
asked first of all to accept Christ as his friend is very often repelled
from Christianity.

These causes are all external. The man who is really anxious -
to find Christ will pierce through all the excrescences till he does
find Him, will neglect the false imitations and find the Lord Him-
self. So that it is the internal causes which are really serious.
Among these may be mentioned first the materialism caused by
modern specialization in science. A scientific man who looks out
widely across the whole universe must see the Kingdom of God
everywhere, but most scientists at present are concerned with the
investigation of some very small field where a man is inclined to
think he has all the causes at his finger ends and to forget God.



10 WorLD’s STuDENT CONFERENCE

A man who rakes in a dissecting dish all day will need to struggle
specially hard if he is to see God “high and lifted up.” This
close specialization not only produces a thoroughly material tem-
per in the specialist but transfers that temper to those who, not
being scientists, accept his statements as to scientific results.

Very closely connected with this is the bud of the sins of dis-
position which produce doubt—the intellectual pride of many
students. They think that the whole of the universe can be
measured by the intellect alone, that nothing can be true which
they do not understand, and they refuse in a way which is any-
thing but intellectual to recognize that the things which are not
seen are eternal. Surely if we quote only life and love, here are
two of the great forces of the world that eye cannot see nor intel-
lect explain. Is the knowledge of God less real?

But the worst of all the causes of unbelief is unwillingness to
do the will of God. Jesus said, “If any man willeth to do his
will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it be of God.” Just
the difficulty about the majority of those who are sceptical or
indifferent is that they are not willing to do His will. They nour-
ish some sin, secret impurity, drink, or pride which they will not
give up, or they refuse to make the sacrifice of popularity, power,
personal comfort, or money which Christ demands, and so natur-

.ally they find it impossible to believe. In nine cases out of ten
this is the main cause of scepticism.

The cure for scepticism may be provided in various ways cor-
responding to the various causes. Taking first the external
causes, the example of confessing Christians and the narrowness
of many homes must be met not specially by us as a movement
but by an ethical revival of the whole Church of Christ. The dis-
trust of the good faith of the leaders of the churches may be met
by us at least to some extent, for we may show that as a move-
ment we believe Magna est veritas et praevalebit. No truth
can rob us of our Christ. Therefore when we do not know let us
confess it frankly; when we have not yet made up our minds let
us say so if we are questioned, for it will make a man believe us
when we say that we do know one thing for certain, Jesus Christ
as personal Saviour and God.

The crude beliefs about recent Biblical criticism may best be
met by a full study of these problems. If young men do not learn
the facts about recent research from those who love Christ they
will learn them from those who do not love Him, and they will be
told that these facts prove the falsity of the Bible. Is it not better

that those who love Christ should show that here, too, no truth can
rob us of our Christ,
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The need for dignity in our Christian work hasalready answered
" itself, but the difficulty due to lack of interest of Christians in the
social condition of their fellows is more important. Let us show
in every way possible, by teaching about social work, by joining
in it, that we believe a faith in Christ should save the souls of men
but should also make nations righteous, and that Christ is the
answer to all the problems of our modern life. We cannot
honestly face immorality in China without also trying to remove
the awful poverty which causes so much immorality in England.

The cure—the theology which begins by applying the test of
the creeds to Jesus—has been suggested earlier. It is always best
in teaching, and above all in argument, to begin with the Jesus of
the Gospels, to bring men to know Him as a friend, then as a
Saviour, then as God. This is most important.

One point I should like to mention. These various attempts to
make the view of men broader as to the Bible, or social work, or
the proper way to bring men to recognize the deity of Christ
should all be made with the utmost care not to cause unnecessary
pain to any of those who are more old-fashioned. We should re-
member that we have learned from them everything which makes
many of our unions deep and powerful and therefore must not
speak so as to drive them away. We must remember too that
many are not old enough or educated enough to face these ques-
tions at once.

For the internal causes of scepticism, materialism caused by
natural science, intellectual pride, and unwillingness to do the will
of God, I can see no list of cures except to warn men constantly
of these dangers. But there is one cure for all such diseases, the
preaching of salvation through Jesus Christ. We can do but

little. ¢ No man can come to me, except the Father which sent
me draw him,” said our Lord; but we need not be discouraged, for
He also said, ‘I, if I be lifted up . . . . will draw all men unto

myself.” Can we lift up Jesus Christ? If so we shall cure
scepticism.

THE CAUSES OF SCEPTICISM AMONG STUDENTS AND
ITS CURE

Dr. KarL HemM

1. Students are sceptics because scepticism is one of the
features of our time. Look back over the history of European
culture and you will find that it is a law of God’s providence that
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there comes now and then a period in the history of religion and
philosophy in which all religious opinions and all philosophical
systems seem to be shaken and men are in despair of finding out
the truth by any scientific investigations. Such a period was the
time of Socrates, also the time of Jesus Christ, and such a period
is that of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Those periods
are the times in which God teaches men that the truth cannot be

found by human understanding, but only by simple faith. Those

periods of scepticism were ever the times of the deepest religious
awakenings.

R. The one-sided and merely theoretica] occupation of our
students is another cause of scepticism among them. I know
serious sceptics who are thinkers, They have sought the truth
with all their intellectual strength, They have penetrated into
the most fundamental problems which the human understanding

is able to solve. And they say, ‘‘God’s existence and the reality
of a life after death are unsolvable prob

lems; we must be modest
enough to confess: ‘ignoramus et tgnorabimus.’” But this
modesty is a hidden pride, pride of human wisdom. They will
not confess that theoretical meditating is a wron g way to the truth.
If you do not turn and become like little children you shall not see
the Kingdom of God.

3. But we have not only serious sceptics, but also and
chiefly superficial ones. The cause of thejr scepticism is not
abundance of science and thinking, but lack of both, Take a stu-
dent in one of our universities. He reads the books of the high-
est authorities in science, but one of them refutes what the other
asserts. He hears lectures of the most famous professors, of
whom one denies what the other affirms. Whom shall he believe?
Who is right? He is not wise enough or he is too lazy to investi-
gate the deepest questions by his own intellectual strength. He
is like a man in a large central railroad station where many trains
are starting in every direction at the same time and are all
announced with a loud voice. Which train shall he take? Heis
in confusion. And so he becomes a sceptic.

4. The dead orthodoxy of so many Christian people, who
attend every service of the church but in whose lives there is no
self-sacriﬁce; while on the other hand—we are ashamed to say—

y unbelievers who fulfill their moral duties better
than many so-called Christians. No wonder that a critical student
says: ‘ Christianity is only a matter of words, it is no religion of
facts. There is no reality in it.”

5. A wrong idea of academic liberty. Students will be
free; they will not be bound by any moral principle. They will
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amuse themselves and will not be troubled by the serious thought
of a judging God. Therefore it falls upon their ear as a sweet
message that science has demonstrated that all religious ideas are
dreams of human imagination.

6. The last cause and the most important is impurity and
other sins of the flesh. As far as my experience goes, eighty per
cent of the sceptical students are slaves of impurity in one form or
another. How did they become sceptics? In a very simple way.
Take a student who is in the iron chains of a secret sin. He has
often tried to emancipate himself with the power of a man who
is drowning and wrestles with the waves. He clings to the
ideal of manliness. But his will is too weak to keep fast hold of
it. He sinks again. He clings to the religious feelings of his
childhood. But he does not find any power in them. He sinks
again. Finally he concludes: ‘No moral or religious feeling can
deliver me. There is no reality in any moral and religious ideas.”
It is impurity that destroys the foundation of conviction.

Now a few suggestions as to the cure of scepticism.

1. You will never convert a sceptic by theoretical proofs of
God’s existence or of an eternal life. He will laugh at them.
You must admit to him that scepticism is right in some way, that
it is quite impossible to prove that God exists by any theoretical
argument. Natural science can find out by experiments many
natural laws, but it cannot say anything about the fundamental
force, which is the primary cause of all. Ia short, human under-
standing gropes in the darkness as soon as it steps over the limits
of sensible things. You must admit all these things, but now
lead the man to the consequence of it. It must be so, for convic-
tion about God’s existence and peace of the heart is not a matter
of wisdom and investigation, but a matter of decision of our will
and of simple faith. - Otherwise salvation would be a privilege of
learned men and not of everybody. ’

9. You will not convert a sceptic by saying, ‘¢ Take up your
sins and begin to live on a new principle.” He will answer, ‘I
have often tried to do so, but I cannot.” .You will not convert
him by saying, ‘ Trust in the Bible and give up your doubts.”
He will answer, I cannot.” What we can tell him is only this:
« T will not tell you of anything that you have to do, but of some-
thing that has been done for you. The work of Christ—a finished
work—to overcome your sins and your doubts. Therefore come
to Jesus Christ, just as you are with all your doubts. He says,
¢ Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest.””
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To meet the scepticism of our day, both in college and out of it,
we need to have true views of sin and deep convictions about the
only remedy for sin. We may most cleverly argue with a man
who is bent on indulging sin, and accomplish nothing worth
mentioning. We must go back of the intellectual and grapple
with the problem of the surrender of the will and the regenera-
tion of the heart.

Without elaboration I shall enumerate some other—may we call
them secondary ?—causes of scepticism.

®. A second cause of scepticism is the present-day challeng-
ing of old statements of belief, and in some instances of the be-
liefs themselves, owing in some good degree to the discoveries
and achievements of modern science. We live in a period of re-
adjustments, and incident to these there is more or less scepticism.

3. A third cause of scepticism is the mistake made by many
of heaping on one side the scale all possible objections to truth,
without putting on the other side available reasons for belief.
‘‘Education,” says one, ‘‘is ability to weigh evidence.” Because
people do not weigh evidence and act in the direction of greatest
probability they often doubt.

4. A fourth cause of scepticism is the inconsistent living of
many Christians.

5. A fifth cause of scepticism is perverted forms or imita-
tions of Christianity.

6. - A sixth cause of scepticism is failure to apprehend the
simplicity of what it is to be a Christian, connected with what may
be regarded as unwarrantable demands on belief. There are
those who think that to be a Christian means the unhesitating in-
tellectual acceptance of a formulated body of doctrine, or sub-
scription to the dogma of the infallibility of the Bible, instead of
personal acceptance of and unswerving allegiance to Jesus Christ
as Lord of the life. Many make the mistake of the Jews and
think that in the Bible or in the Church they have life and do not
come to Christ that they may have life.

7. A seventh cause of scepticism (and this is the first of the
last four, all of which may be regarded as somewhat peculiar to
the college student) is the college atmosphere of investigation and
inquiry. The injunction ‘‘Prove all things” is acted upon in col-
lege with a constancy not known before. Perhaps it is heeded
out of proportion when it is remembered that with those words are
joined these others: ‘‘Hold fast that which is good.” The col-
lege period is frequently the time when hereditary prepossessions
are made over into personal beliefs. Incident to this process there
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is, as a rule, a good deal of scepticism. President Schurman of
Cornell University writes: ¢‘The freshman will have growing
pains. The mind will enlarge. OId horizons will move away.
The truth as he saw it yesterday will not be the truth as he will
see it to-morrow. Knowledge which increases in the race, grows
also, like a living organism, in the mind of the individual. And
in this process of development many freshmen are likely—and the
more in proportion as they are earnest and thorough-going—to
lose their bearings, to see the ancient moorings slipped, and per-
haps to find themselves on a shoreless sea without place to anchor
or star to steer by.” '

8. It might be proper to mention as an eighth cause of scep-
ticism the present emphasis of the study of physical science to the
exclusion of mental and moral science as calculated to foster scep-
ticism, especially when those thus studying fail, as they often do,
to recognize the limits of the realm of Physical science and seek to
interpret everything in its terms. Too many forget that spirit-
ual things are spiritually discerned.

9. A ninth cause of at least temporary scepticism in many
colleges is the absence of the influences of home and church
life.

10. A last but by no means the least potent cause of scepti-
cism is the too prevalent disproportionate emphasis given in col-
lege to purely intellectual pursuits. Too many college students
forget that they are men with bodies and spirits as well as minds,
They resign themselves too exclusively to mental exercise, and
neglect sometimes the body, but more frequently the cultivation
of the spiritual life, which is absolutely essential to the main-
tenance of faith in God and His Word. Charles Darwin’s experi-
ence, given in his own words, has been often cited as evidence of
the atrophy of unused powers. “Up to the age of thirty or be-
yond it,” said he, ‘‘poetry such as Milton, Byron, Wordsworth,
etc., gave me great delight, but now for many years I cannot en-
dure to read a line of poetry. I have also lost my taste for pic-
tures and music, . . , . My mind seems to have become a kind
of machine for grinding general laws out of large collections of
facts.”

Before passing to consider the cure of scepticism, may I rec-
ommend the reading of a book entitled, “In Relief of Doubt” by
Welsh. The two opening chapters entitled, ‘“ The Art of Doubt-
ing Well,” and ““The Making of Sceptics,” are worthy of special
attention. )

What is the cure of scepticism among college students? By
this question we are reminded of the adage, ‘“‘An ounce of pre-
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vention is worth a pound of cure.” Should there not be more
effort to lead the boys to Jesus Christ before they enter college that
at any rate the most dangerous forms of scepticism there may be
escaped? It may be true of many a student who has early found
Christ as one has declared: ¢‘No criticism will be able to perplex
the confidence I have entertained in a writing whose contents
have stirred up and given life to my energy by its own.”
Negatively speaking the cure of scepticism is not to be found
in discouraging investigation and inquiry. This, Christianity it-
self invites and stimulates. Nor are we to lament the fact that
we live in an era when the demand ‘‘Prove all things” is made
perhaps as never before. In this we should greatly rejoice, for

our religion not only invites and stimulates but it also stands the
test of investigation.

The causes of scepticism suggest the cure.

1. The cure of the scepticism which is the result of sin has
been already indicated. It is repentance toward God and faith
toward the Lord Jesus Christ. Let every man who finds himself a
sceptic ask himself: What is the reason for this>? Am I indulg-
ing in what I know to be wrong? Let him honestly answer that
question. If he is condemned let him turn from sin, invoking the
aid of all good powers. Let him adjust his call for aid to his cer-
tain belief. If he is not sure of the existence of God or that he
has a soul, let him adopt those memorable words used by a sceptic
early in the century: ‘O God, if there is a God, save my soul,
if T have a soul.” Let the one uncertain about many things live
what he is certain about. Bushnell was certain only that there is
an ineradicable difference between right and wrong, and action,
following a determination to do the right and shun the wrong
whatever should happen, resulted in his becoming a believer in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Live what you know. This is the ‘‘via
intelligencie.” If you will do this, you shall know more. You
will finally come to know God. Bishop Pierce has said that be-
lieving is as natural as breathing for the one who is living right.
“Let him who gropes in darkness or uncertain light,” says Carlyle,
‘‘and prays vehemently that the dawn may ripen into day, lay this
precept well to heart, which was to me of invaluable service: Do
the duty which lies nearest thee.” One has defined truth to be
that which when assumed as real does not disappoint. ‘“‘Act as if
I were, and you shall know that I am,” was a suggestion that
brought to one groping in the dark the knowledge of the true God.
The blind man of the ninth chapter of the Gospel of John is an
example for every searcher for truth to imitate. He was humble
enough to allow Christ to treat him, he was obedient enough to do
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what He recommended, and he was loyal enough to testify up to
the measure of his experience.

*‘Light obeyed increaseth light,
Light rejected bringeth night.”

“‘Never be afraid to doubt. Never try to conquer doubts against
time. Never force yourself to believe. If you try this way, viz.,
living up to the light which you have whatever happens, you must
be anything that it requires, a Jew, a Mohammedan, ready to go
to the world's end, anything; most probably you must be a Chris-
tian.” (Bushnell.) Consider the fact that men commonly act on
reasonable probabilities, and when there is no light at all act any-
way in the direction of the greatest probability of its existence.
These words are literally true: *‘Ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your heart.”

. A second recommendation in the way of cure of scepti-
cism is to refuse to be limited to details and to take comprehen-
sive views. ‘‘The lesson of life,” says Emerson, ‘‘is to believe
what the years and the centuries say against the hours.” Some
are disturbed by this or that declared result of historical criticism.
Ask yourself what is left when all is granted. Consider such
words as those of Dr. Salmon in his book entitled, ‘“The Oracles
of God.” In substance they are: “Whilst historical criticism
has modified our views of the literary form and historical develop-
ment of religion, the doctrine of God and the revelation of human
duty remains exactly the same as before.” .

3. As a cure for scepticism a candid examination of the pos-
itive evidences of Christianity is recommended. The best of all
books on evidences is the Bible itself. The heart of this is the
life of Christ as recorded in the four Gospels. ‘‘An exceptionally
intelligent student who had come to accept the general views of
Darwin, and Huxley, and Spencer, and who called himself an ag-
nostic, was familiar with the strongest writings of those of that
school. But one day he thought he would look fairly at what was
called the strongest presentation of the Christian side, and he took
up the fourth Gospel and read it through from beginning to end.
He simply took it as a book, aside from any outside evidence as to
its authenticity. When he had read it through he said to himself:
“The One of whom that story tells either is the Saviour of the
world or He ought to be.’ Because of what that book told him of
that Person he was ready to heed the call of that Person when He
said: ‘If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink,” and
again, ‘I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not
walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.” Because of
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thus reading that book, instead of waiting for outside evidence of
its authorship, that true scholar is a follower of the Light of the
World, pointing others to the finger-post that indicates the direc-
tion out of the shadow into the sun.”

To those who wish to examine the evidences of Christianity,
books such as the following may be recommended: Fisher’s
“‘Grounds of Theistic and Christian Belief”; Fairbairn’s ‘“Teach-
ings of Jesus Christ”; Roger’s ‘‘Superhuman Origin of the Bible”;
Row’s ‘‘Manual of Christian Evidences”; Young's ‘‘Christ in
History ”; Storrs’s ¢ Historical Evidences of Christianity ”';
Romanes'’s ‘*Thoughts on Religion”; Smyth’s ‘“How We Got Our
Bible”; Smyth’s ‘‘How God Inspired the Bible”; Clark’s “A
Cloud of Witnesses”; Bushnell's ‘ Character of Jesus”; Welsh’s
‘““In Relief of Doubt”; Prof. Bettex’s ‘‘Natural Science and
Christianity”; Urquhart’s ‘“Inspiration and Accuracy of the Holy
Scriptures;” Torrey’s ‘“Divine Origin of the Bible.”

4. The reading of religious biography and the study of the

history of missions is recommended as a cure for scepticism. Other
suggestions are:

5. A college revival.

6. Consistent living on the part of Christian students,

7. Contact with mature, tactful, sympathetic pastors and
professors.

8. Proper attention to the cultivation of the spiritual life can-
not be too much emphasized as a preventative of and cure for
scepticism. The symmetrical development of the whole man
must be insisted upon. Bible study, prayer, and Christian activity
are the appointed means by which men are developed spiritually.
The temptation to devote one’s time too exclusively to purel
intellectual pursuits must be resisted and due attention given to
soul culture.

In closing let me recommend to the student the good advice
of Ruskin, which, if followed, will prevent any extended period of
scepticism. He said: ‘Make it the first morning business of
your life to understand some portion of the Bible clearly, and
your daily business to obey it in all you do understand.” Ponder
also the words of Bishop Pierce quoted above: “Believing is as
natural as breathing if a man is living right.



WHAT CAN OUR MOVEMENTS DO TO INFLUENCE MORE
STUDENTS TO ACCEPT JESUS CHRIST
AS THEIR SAVIOUR?

Mr. L. E. BranpT

In order to give an answer to this question we shall first have
to consider the sort of men we wish to influence. We may well
divide the unbelieving students into three classes. First, there
are men living in sin. It has been said already this morning, the
thing these men need is a general moral revival of the Church.
For the second group—the men who do not care about higher
things—we, as students, have no specific answer either. But it is
the third group of men who are laid especially upon our con-
science; I mean the men of high culture and intellect who have
lost all faith in God.

Let us consider the position in which these men most often
are. They generally have an open eye for the life around them
with all its complications, they feel the beating pulse of the
nations and the mighty current that moves them. This does not
leave them any rest. They feel they must do something and take
their part in bearing the burdens of the peoples. Because they
have no defined principle to guide them they are continually seek-
ing to find a solution in any direction which may seem profitable,
and so they fall into pantheism or Buddhism, spiritualism or even
socialism. They act as if it were their task to govern the world
and as if the universe would collapse if it were not for them to
keep it going. They feel that they have an important and influ-
ential place in the world. Perhaps even do they think too much
of themselves, but this only impels them to all the more activity.
By this they also want to enlist others in their work for the good
of the world. But when they look around to the Christian stu-
dents, who profess to have a solution in their Christian faith, why
do they find so little sympathy? At the polytechnic school of
Delft one of the socialistic students asked this question of one of
our leading Christian men. My friend gave an explanation, but
still was very much struck by this conversation.

We are certainly right in believing that it is God who governs.
tht.e universe. We know His Kingdom must come, but should
thls allow us to be slack, and does this take from us the responsi-
bility of working with all our might? Christians often have the
name of bt?ing narrow and not knowing about the great problems,
and of Ccaring much less about them. Is this right? In the first
Place, is this consistent with our Christian calling, and then will
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not this shock these earnest men—men for whom the solution of
such problems is the aim of life? Look at the devotion with
which they throw themselves upon this task. If we were to be
half as devoted as they are I believe our Christian work would be
a good deal more efficient.

If we wish to win this sort of men to Christ we shall have to
face and investigate many things, which we have until now left
untouched and form an opinion for ourselves about them. If we
find we cannot at once come to a definite answer let us at least
show them that we feel the importance and have thought about
what to them is of vital meaning.

We shall have to take up the principles of our social and
political life and put them to the test of the preaching of Christ.
It should no longer be said that the Church is always in the wrong
when it comes to the question of justice in social and political life.
Have we not given reason for many an accusation? Why are so
many important questions treated in an entirely secular way and
by unbelievers? Is it not because we have been too slow, because
the Church has not been the first to take up scientific work, but
has left it in the hands of the sceptics? Surely if anything the
destructive criticism of the Bible must appeal to usin this respect.
If we believe the Gospel to be the only true religion, the only way
out of difficulties, why do we not show this more in our daily life,
why do we seem not to trust in the power of Christ?

These things we have been considering are very humiliating,
and I shall be the first to acknowledge our incompetence to rise to
this great mission. But if we do not see this to be our divine
duty shall we not trust God to strengthen us for the work to which
He has called us? Shall we not take up the study of human life
with great earnestness? Shall we not get men who can instruct
us to teach and guide us? Above all, shall we not search the teach-
ing of our Master and let Him show us the way? In His Word
and in history we have many a lesson which we may take to heart
and by which we may see our way when we are placed in similar
cases.

Such a broad life as I have been presenting may seem to have
its dangers, and I believe it has too. For instance, in my country
several men have warmly seconded this broader view of things, I
fear, because they thought this could take the place of a close per-
sonal communion with God. This is a great mistake. Such a
life cannot be led with any result without an ever deepening per-
sonal life by the Holy Spirit. But have we not started from the
question, What can our movements do? That means, does it not,
what can the Christian students do? So we may expect a life
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with God of our members, of course not always as deep as we and
they themselves should wish, but still an acknowledgment of God
in every thing. And upon this basis we can go on and may, even
must, come to an aggressive work for others. Every Union has
to pass certain stages. Even as a person must grow and develop,
so also a union of persons. But if the life is as it should be, there
will come a time when after the personal development we shall
look around for work, and then we must be careful in the choice

that we may not waste our energy but make ourselves as useful as
possible in the Master’s work.

WHAT CAN OUR MOVEMENTS DO TO INFLUENCE MORE
STUDENTS TO ACCEPT JESUS CHRIST AS
THEIR SAVIOUR?

MRr. GALEN M. Fisusr

The topic rightly implies that one of the crowning aims of
each movement is to influence students to accept Jesus Christ as
their personal Saviour. And yet I believe that not the least
reason why more students have not been influenced is that this
aim is not deeply and constantly realized. :

Our constitution, federational and national, may state that
the core of our basis of union is to unite those students, who,
believing in Jesus Christ as Saviour, desire to lead their fellow
students to Him; but, unless that declaration shall be converted
into action, it will have no more virtue than the petitions of a
prayer wheel. Model constitutions alone never made good citi-
zens or brought students to Christ. Our basis can be made alive
not by debating over doctrinal definitions of the spiritual life, but
by going to work like the Apostolic Church to bring men into that
life,

Asleaders and as movements we need to set ourselves defin-
itely to promote spiritual awakenings. If national leaders get
clear convictions as to the need and possibility of awakenings,
they will inevitably fire the Associations with the same convic-
tions, Circulate discreetly that valuable pamphlet published by
the Federation on “A Spiritual Awakening in a University."”
Leaders should continue the attempt so well begun in this pam-
phlet and disseminate what may be called the science of spiritual’
awakenings, Do not our men need to discover that well-defined
laws govern the growth of spiritual ‘awakenings as certainly as
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climate and tilling do the seed of the farmer? It falls largely to
national leaders to show Associations just what these laws are and
to lead them to comply with them. One might quote the recent
instances of Upsala, Yale and Toronto Universities to prove that
awakenings have been secured at institutions having those oft-
mentioned ‘‘ peculiar difficulties.” Results are certain where an
intelligent, systematic campaign has been conducted. This was
also strikingly illustrated in the series of meetings held at Edin-
burgh, Cornell and California Universities and at Foochow, China.
In all these institutions the corps of workers fulfilled the condi-
tions and were consequently confident of the results that came.
They attempted great things for God and rightly expected greater
things from Him.

A helpful means of stimulating Associations to plan for spiritual
awakenings is to have symposia at conferences to ascertain what
means were used by Associations which have experienced spiritual
awakenings, and to give opportunity for other delegates to
announce their determination to work for an awakening in their
colleges.

Undoubtedly one of the most difficult and needy lines of work
is to plan thorough evangelistic campaigns in large cities. The
national committee may take the initiative in this where there is
no local supervising agency for the whole city. Marked results
have followed series of meetings preceded and accompanied by
systematic planning, prayer and personal work. Which of these
three elements is most important is hard to say—no one can be
omitted. It is never too early to plan for a great event. If plan-
ning is to be more than mechanical, it must be intertwined with
prayer. Platform addresses must be followed by person.al appeals.
As Dr. Lyman Beecher used to say, ‘‘The preacher is to draw
the bow and shoot the arrow, but the rank and file are to go and
bring in the wounded one by one.”

Much more can be done to utilize the seasons of special sus-
ceptibility to religious appeals. Such seasons are the opening
week of the semester and the Universal Day of Prayer for Stu-
dents. It is hardly necessary to dwell on the critical importance
of bringing influence to bear on newly matriculated non-Christian
students to accept Jesus Christ, for they are then freed from former
hindering associations and peculiarly open to the influence of older
students and professors. Whereas, if not reached then, each
week insulates them against Christian influences and confirms
them in sin and indifference. For a strong statement of the

importance and the most approved methods of such special effort,
let me refer to Mr. Mott’s pamphlet on ‘“Work for New Students,”
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and chapter three in the ‘“ College Christian Union ” of the British
movement,

We should never forget that the Day of Prayer is primarily
for thanksgiving and intercession. Yet it has seemed wise to turn
the spiritual power gained by world-wide intercession into the
channel of evangelistic meetings. In order to make such meetings
fruitful, just the right leader is needed. And here there is a felt
need, which leaders can help fill by exerting themselves more
constantly to select and train student evangelists. Who knows
but what, if we are watchful, some Saul of Tarsus may be found
and enlisted to reach the intellectual classes. If we could only
enable men to get a vision of the wide student field white to the
harvest, undoubtedly more qualified workers would volunteer to
meet the present lamentable dearth,

As a factor in spiritual awakenings and as a guarantee for a
quiet spiritual awakening all the time, nothing can take the place
of personal work. By personal work is meant intelligent, persist-
ent, private dealing by a Christian with a non-Christian, in order
to lead him either to accept Christ or with a Christian to lead him
to be more active in the Christian life, This was the method
of Jesus Himself at the beginning of His ministry with Andrew
and at the end with Peter, and, in fact, all the way through.
John’s Gospel is largely a record of Christ as a loving personal
worker. It is the universally applicable method of the growth of
the Kingdom. At conferences addresses on the subject should be
given by successful personal workers and a class should be pro-
vided for instructing and inspiring men regarding it.

But one of the most potent means of stimulating personal
work is the example of secretaries as they go from Association to
Association. One traveling secretary of my acquaintance, with a
very passion for souls, was the means of leading two hundred
students to Christ during the past year, Is it any wonder that
personal work has become a prominent issue in most of the Asso-
ciations in his district?

Finally, Bible classes may and should be made a potent
evangelistic agency. In one Japanese Association the study of the
life of Christ hag directly resulted in several men making pro-

fession of faith in Christ. Let us beware of so overlaying the

study of the Bible with historical and exegetical study that its con-

victing and life-giving power may have no chance to work.
Isit necessary to say, in conclusion, that all our doing will be

powerless except as it shall be energized by the Spirit of God who

yearns more than we can to influence students to accept Jesus
Christ as their Saviour?



WHAT CAN OUR MOVEMENTS DO TO INFLUENCE MORE
STUDENTS TO ACCEPT JESUS CHRIST AS
THEIR SAVIOUR?

MRr. J. CampBeLL WHITE

1. The problem of more influence for God, is simply the
problem of more of the influence of God. There is no other
spiritual power in the world. Unless He works, no spiritual re-
sult is possible. But He is willing and anxious to work. *‘‘Ye
shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost is come upon you.”
(Acts 11 8.) ‘‘Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war ac-
cording to the flesh (for the weapons of our warfare are not of
the flesh, but mighty before God)."” (R Cor. 10:3,4.) If we are
ambitious to be more influential for God, let us fulfill the condi-
tions of having God'’s power let loose through us.

2. This does not do away with the necessity of human
agency. In order to save the world, Christ became a man. In
order to save any man, God chooses and uses some human agent.
God does not perform a miracle to bring ignorant nations to the
knowledge of Christ. Africa waited for centuries, till Livingstone
responded to the call of God. Likewise all other mission fields.
Human agency is as much a part of God’s plan as is the use of His
own power in effecting human salvation.

3. By increased purpose to win men to Christ. We get
almost everything we persistently work for, be it good or bad.
When we have more definite purpose and determination to win
men to Christ, we shall succeed in a much larger degree. As yet
only a fraction of the non-Christian students within our reach are
even asked to accept Christ. The purpose of the national move-
ments, and of the Federation, must become the primary purpose,
also, of all our Christian members.

4, By increased love-power. It was the love of Christ that
conquered Saul of Tarsus. And that same }ove was aflways his
most powerful incentive. “The lo.ve of Christ constraineth us.”
(2 Cor. 5:14.) Itis Christ’s love in us that will attract ot.hers.
«‘He that is wise winneth souls.” (Proverbs 11:30.) Love is the
most winning force in the world. . o

5. By increased, intensified and united prayer. This will be
the proof that soul-winning is really our primary purpose, and
that we realize that only God’'s power can lead a soul to Christ.
Christ gave us the example of prayer for individuals when He said
to Peter: ‘I made supplication for thee, that thy faith fail not.”
And He gave us the promise of special blessing as the result of

»
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united prayer: ‘' If two of you shall agree on earth as touching
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father.” Our terrible lack of prayer for individuals indicates a
sad lack of desire and purpose to lead them to Christ.

6. Increased knowledge of and use of the Sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God. This is a necessity to effective
Christian work. Every difficulty and objection met with in per-
sonal work can best be met by the right use of Scripture. “‘Give
diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.”
(2 Timothy 2:15.) ‘‘Every Scripture inspired of God is also profit-
able . . . . that the man of God may be complete, furnished com-
pletely unto every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17.)

7. By associated personal work. The weapons of soldiers
may be the best and each soldier may be brave and faithful, but
they do not go to war each in his own way, with no reference to
his fellow soldiers. We need good soldiers; we require the best
weapons; and we shall be made the most efficient when we work
together, according to the best plans of united action which we
can devise.

All of these methods of increasing our influence and power
for good are not so much separate conditions of success as they
are results of the first mentioned condition, the filling and presence
of the Holy Spirit in the life and work. Every other result must
follow if this one condition is fulfilled. And it will itself be ful-
filled if we allow God to give us His Spirit, and obey Him to the
uttermost when He is given. ‘If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”
(Luke 11:13.) ‘‘The Holy Ghost whom God hath given to them
that obey him.” (Acts 5: 32.)

CHRIST OUR PATTERN IN RELIGIOUS WORK
Mr. Joun R. Mort

This is-a Conference composed of leaders of Christian student
movements. In any such gathering of Christian workers it is
always profitable to have the example of Christ pass before us.
We cannot too frequently remind ourselves of the words of St.
John that ‘‘he that saith he abideth in him ought himself also to
walk even as he walked.” Christ is our perfect example in every
activity and relationship. It will be helpful for us as Christian
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workers to consider Him this morning as our pattern in religious
work. . '

Look for a moment at His Preparation for His life-work.
The first thing about it which impresses one is that it was
unhurried. Fully thirty years of His life had passed before He
began his public ministry. These years were not spent in idle-
ness but were filled with activities and experiences which helped
to fit Him for the great work of His life, His preparation was
thorough. It was also Ssymmetrical. Whether we consider His
physical, social, intellectual or spiritual preparation we are
impressed by its completeness. As Bishop Brooks would say, He
entered upon His work four-square. Above all, His preparation
was acceptable to God. It was not, however, until the Holy
Spirit came upon Christ at the Jordan that God said, ‘“This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” It is a striking fact
that not until this experience did Christ begin His public mission.
He returned from the Jordan full of the Holy Spirit and at once
entered upon His work. We do well, both in the special and con-
tinuous preparation for the work to which God has called us, to
imitate Christ in spending sufficient time to get ready for our
work, in making our preparation thorough and symmetrical, and
in receiving that transcendently important factor in our equip-
ment—the filling of the Holy Spirit.

Christ was a God-sent man. He was commissioned for His
life-work. Not less than forty-three times in the four Gospels
Christ speaks of having been sent by His Father. Each one of us
likewise should receive a commission from God. We should not
dare to undertake our life-work without the assurance that God
Himself has sent us to it. We need to be God-sent men in order
to be strong to meet the opposition and discouragements which
beset our way, to resist the invasion of the wor.ld into the Church,
and to wage uncompromising warfare against sin and all the forces
of evil which are seeking to ruin students. In such timesas these,
men like Moses, Jeremiah, Isaiah, Daniel, Luthe.r, and Knox are
needed;—men who feel and act under. the‘ 1.mghty pr.op}ﬂmve
power which comes from having received a Divine commission.

The means and methods which Christ employed will be
instructive to us as workers. We have learned during these days
that the methods used by our various student movements vary
greatly, The fact that a certain methoq su<.:ceeds in America or
Germany is not a sure indication that it will be a good thing for
Scandinavia or Japan. Of course the probability is that a method
which works well in one land will, if wisely adapted, be valuable
in other countries. At the same time differences in national and
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racial temperament and customs to a greater or less extent call
for the use of different plans and agencies. Notwithstanding this
fact, the means and methods employed by Christ are, when
adapted, applicable to all lands, to all races, and to all conditions
of men. Among the methods of which He made use was practical
philanthropy. Our student movements should interest themselves
in the physical and social welfare of the students of our different
countries. Moreover, the range of our sympathy and helpful-
ness should not be confined to the student world but should
include the depressed and needy classes of our own and also of
other lands. Christ preached the gospel. In all our communities
our Unions which bear His Name should hold forth the facts
about Christ with such faithfulness and power that students will
be attracted unto Him. Christ made large use of conversation or
personal dealing with men about their relation to Him and to His
Kingdom. So every one of our Christian Unions should cultivate
in its members the habit of winning men one by one to Christ.
Jesus Christ was a teacher. He trained men for Christian service.
Our Unions should also be training schools, and we as leaders of these
Unions should be teachers. Our summer conferences in particular
afford a unique opportunity for the employment of this method.
Christ availed himself of organization, or the association of men,
as a factor in carrying on His work. A careful study of the con-
stitution of the Twelve, of the wonderful way in which the
Apostles were grouped to supplement each other, of the sending
out of workers two by two, show that Christ attached importance
to organization. As leaders we may with profit give closer
thought to the subject of wise organization. The man who speaks
disparagingly of organization certainly takes a superficial view of
the subject; for nature, history, and present-day experience teach
that organization is nothing less than the means of distributing
force most advantageously. If a well organized movement is not
bringing things to pass, it is not the fault of the means, but is due
most likely to the fact that sufficient power has not been brought
to bear upon the means. Christ made a great deal of fellowship
as a means of promoting the Kingdom of God. In the best sense
of the word this is a method. Think of the time and attention He
devoted to the Apostles. What one thing did He do which exerted
a farther reaching influence? In these days of so many large
meetings and conferences we should be on our guard lest we
neglect the more intimate fellowship which we should have with
those.whom we would train to carry on the work. Possibly the
most important method employed by Christ was that of interces-
sory prayer. His example and teaching show that He regarded
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prayer not only as a means of communion with God but also as a
force to be wielded on behalf of men. He made constant use of
this most potent means.

In studying the characteristics of Christ as a worker one is
impressed by His intensity. This is seen in His wonderful
activity, in the depth and clearness of His convictions, in the
authority of His teachings, in His singleness of purpose, in His
steadfastness. We are living in an age which is pre€minently
intense. The students in our universities are absorbed in their
quest of learning, pleasure and different objects of personal ambi-
tion. If we would get their attention and influence them spirit-
ually we too must be profoundly in earnest in pressing the claims
of Christ and of His Kingdom upon them. Unhurriedness char-
acterized Christ as a worker. Though He was very busy and
active and at times under great pressure, He apparently was
never in a hurry. He always preserved that self-control and that
independence and peace of mind which have so much to do with
the efficiency of the worker. May God preserve us from the slav-
ery of hurry! Without doubt it is one of the greatest perils which
besets men who hold positions of leadership in Christian work.
One of the distinguishing characteristics of Christ as a worker was
His reality or genuineness. We find it impossible to associate
with Him anything of cant, or of the professional, or of the
mechanical. At all times, in all places, and under all circum-
stances His naturalness and sincerity impress us. Possibly there
is no one thing which counts for more in dealing with students
than reality. Certainly no men are more keen to detect sham or
hypocrisy. The purpose and spirit of student life is that of find-
ing out things as they are. It was this honesty of life which gave
Professor Henry Drummond to such an extent the confidence of
students. It explains also why Moody exerted such an influence
over university men. In all His work Christ exercised heart
power. He abounded in sympathy and love. As a consequence
He attracted, won and swayed the hearts of all classes and condi-
tions of men. So it must be with the Christian worker to-day, if
he would deeply influence students or any other class of men.
Among the greatest forces for good are righteousness, truth and
love, but the greatest of these is love. Another characteristic of
Christ manifest in His work was His resourcefulness. He was
ready for all emergencies. The worker in the student movement
will be confronted with many opportunities and with taxing
emergencies. Let him be prepared for each duty by coming up
to it strengthened by the perfect discharge of the duty preceding
it. In His work as in everything Christ was a man of prayer.
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His works were preceded, accompanied and followed by prayer.
If we would be more like Him in other things we must be more
like Him in prayer. If we would be Christ-like toward men we
must be Christ-like toward God.

What was the secret of the great and enduring influence of
the work of Christ? His work was the work of God. He wrought
according to the will of God. He worked with a pure motive.
He employed the Word of God. He labored in the power of the
Spirit of God. He trained and helped to equip men to do even
greater works. So we should make sure that we are doing the
works of Him who has sent us, 1In doing His work we should be
ambitious to do it according to His will. Our motive should be
high and single like that of Christ—seeking to please not our-
selves, not others, but God. We must make larger use in all our
work of those words of God which possess such germinating and
dynamic power and which quicken and abide. We must not
undertake to do the work of God without the power of God, but
yield ourselves to the sway of His Spirit. We must be solicitous
to raise up and train workers who will in turn achieve greater
things for God than we have accomplished.

Finally, Christ finished His work. It had been His ambition
not only to do the will of God but also, therefore, what was
involved in it, to finish the work which God gave Him to do. At
the end He was able to say unto the Father, ‘I glorified thee on
the earth, having accomplished the work which thou hast given
me to do.” So our concern should be not the greatness of the
work we do, not the length of our service, not the reputation
which our work makes for us, but that we actually accomplish or
finish the work which God assigns us.

WHY SHOULD THE LEADERS OF OUR NATIONAL MOVE-
MENTS PROMOTE BIBLE STUDY AMONG STUDENTS?

Dr. WiLBerT W. WaiTE.

Certainly Emerson was not prejudiced in favor of the Bible
when he wrote: ‘“The most original book in the world is the
..... Shakespeare, the first literary genius of the world,

the highest in whom the moral is not the predominating element,
leans on the Bible; his poetry presupposes it. People imagine
that the place the Bible holds in the world it owes to miracles. It
owes it simply to the fact that it came out of a profounder depth
of thought than any other book." Froude, who was not a Chris-
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tian, said: ‘“The Bible thoroughly understood is a literature in
itself—the rarest and richest in all departments of thought or im-
agination.” Of the book of Job Victor Hugo once said: ‘‘Be as-
sured that Jobis one of the great masterpieces of the mind. To-mor-
row if all literature were to be destroyed and it was left to me to
retain one work only, I should save Job.” Of the same book
Carlyle said: ‘‘There is nothing written, I think, in the Bible or
out of it, of equal literary merit.” The late Charles A. Dana, one
of the leading editors of America, in an address to journalists, said :
‘“There are some books that are absolutely indispensable; the
most useful, the one whose knowledge is most effective, is the
Bible. There is no book from which more valuable lessons can be
learned. I am considering it now not as a religious book but as a
manual of utility, of professional Preparation and professional use
for a journalist. There is perhaps no book whose style is more
suggestive and more instructive, from which you learn more di-
rectly that sublime simplicity which never exaggerates, which re-
counts the greatest event with solemnity, of course, but without
sentimentality or affectation, none which You open with such confi-
dence and lay down with such reverence; there is no book like the
Bible.” Charles Dudley Warner, in Harper's Magazine, writes as
follows: ¢Now, wholly apart from its religious or from its ethical
value, the Bible is the one book that no intelligent person, who
wishes to come into contact with the world of thought, and to
share the ideas of the great minds of the Christian era, can afford
to be ignorant of. All modern literature and all modern art are
permeated with it. There is scarcely a great work in the language
that can be fully understood and enjoyed without this knowledge,
so full is it of allusions and illustrations from the Bible. . . . . It
is not at all a question of religion, or theology, or of dogma; it
is a question of general intelligence. A boy or girl at college, in
the presence of the works set forth for either to master, without a
fair knowledge of the Bible is an ignoramus, and is disadvantaged
accordingly.” ‘‘There are in Shakespeare’s works more than five
hundred and fifty Biblical quotations, allusions, references and
sentiments, ‘Hamlet’ alone contains about eighty, ‘Richard the
Third’ nearly fifty, ‘Henry the Fifth’ and ‘Richard the Second’
about forty each. Shakespeare quotes from fifty-four of the Bib-
lical books, and not one of his thirty-seven plays is without a
Scriptural reference. Genesis furnishes the poet with thirty-one
qu‘otations or allusions, the Psalms with fifty-nine, Proverbs with
th'n'ty-ﬁ.ve, Isaiah with t\.venty-one, Matthew with sixty, Luke
Ytrlth thirty, and Romans leth ’twenty. " (Bishop Wordsworth in
Shakespeare and the Bible, ") “Lord Tennyson’s debt to the
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Bible is one of the most striking incidents in the history of letters.
It sustains Professor Huxley’s admission that the Bible has been
woven into all that is best in English literature. There are four
hundred and sixty quotations or allusions in the Laureate’s works,
—two hundred and one from the Old Testament and two hundred
and fifty-nine from the New Testament. These quotations are
from fifty-two out of the sixty-six books.” (Clark in ¢“A Cloud
of Witnesses.”) Surely from the foregoing we are justified in say-
ing that the leaders of our national movements should promote
Bible study among students because of what the Bible is as litera-
ture, and because of 1its relation to literature.

Sir William Jones, familiar with the literature of twenty-eight
languages, wrote: ‘I have carefully and regularly perused the
Scriptures and am of the opinion that this volume, independent of
its divine origin, contains more sublimity, purer morals, more im-
portant history, and finer strains of eloquence than can be collected
from all other books in whatsoever language they may be written.”
Of the history of non-Jewish nations which the Bible incidentally
incorporates, Lord Arthur Hervey says: ‘‘In a few chosen sen-
tences we acquire more accurate knowledge of the affairs of Egypt,
Tyre, Syria, Assyria, Babylon, and other neighboring nations than
had been preserved to us in all the other remains of antiquity up
to recent discoveries in hieroglyphic and cuneiform monuments.”
The character of the history of the Old Testament is worthy of
special note. On this point Dr. T. T. Munger has well said:
‘‘Indeed, it is only in the Bible that we find a large, free and un-
prejudiced history, for the reason that it is taught incidentally.
When we read Hume, we read Toryism; or Macaulay, Whiggism:
and thus nearly all history is shot through with human prejudice,
and wears the limitations of a single mind. But the Bible simply
reflects the ages; they shine through its pages by their own light.
And above all, it gives us the secret of history; it tells us why
and for what the nations have existed and shows us whither they
are tending. And this is what a true student of history desires to
learn—not how the forces were marshalled at Waterloo, but by
what force and toward what goal humanity is moving.” Professor
George Adam Smith in his ‘““Preaching of the Old Testament to
the Age” writes: “There was the influence of the Mosaic law
upon legislation and public morals which began with Constantine
and from his time to Justinian's purged social life and modified
the law of Rome. To these proofs of the spread of the Old Tes-
tament we may add the readiness with which later on the young

Christian nations of Europe found in the history of the Jewish

people parallels for their own stru ggles to freedom. . . . . Europe
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owes to her social reformers an almost ceaseless application of the
principles of Hebrew prophecy to the generations of her public
life.” We feel justified in asserting that t4e leaders of our nation-
al movements should promote Bible study among students because
of what the Bible is in history and because of its relation to kistory.

Did time permit other reasons why our national leaders
should promote Bible study among students might be enlarged
upon, such as, because of its value as a compendium of acknowl-
edged wisdom; because of its ethical teaching; because of its rela-
tion to social science; because of its relation to the study of the
fine arts; because of its relation to the study of philosophy; be-
cause of its relation to natural science; because of its relation to
national life.

_ One reason, the most important of all, for the study of the
Bible remains to be named. Before the statement of it, read
thoughtfully the following quotations, most of which are from the
Bible itself. As you read ask yourself what the reason to be given
is. Anticipate, if possible, the statement before you come to it.
Heinrich Heine, a Jew, half French, half German, a wit and scof-
fer, one day took up the Bible to.dissipate his weariness. After
reading it for hours he exclaimed: ‘‘What a book! Vast and
wide as the world itself. Sunrise and sunset, birth and death,
promise and fulfilment, the whole drama of humanity, all are in
this book.” Later when dying this same man said: ‘I attribute
my enlightenment entirely and simply to the reading of a book.
Of a book? Yes; and it is an old, homely book, as full of love
and blessing as the old mother who reads it with her dear trem-
bling lips; and this book is z4¢ Book—the Bible. He who has
lost his God can find Him again in this book, and he who has
never known Him is here struck by the breath of the Divine Word.”
Said a North American Indian convert: ‘‘No good for bad white
man to tell me the Bible is not true. It stopped my swearin’ and
stealin’ and lyin’ when I'd done ’em all forty years steady. It’s a
miracle that I've stopped, but it would be a bigger one if a book
that wa'n't true could 'a made me.” ‘‘The prophet that hath a
dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him
speak my word faithfully. What is the straw to the wheat? saith
the Lord. Is not my word like as fire ? saith the Lord: and like a
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?” (Jer. 23:28.) * Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto my path.” (Psa. 119:
105.) ¢ Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God.” (Eph. 6:17.) ‘ The word of God is
living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and
piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints
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and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the
heart.” (Heb. 4:12.) A fire, a hammer, alamp, a sword ! “No
word from God shall be void of power.” (Luke 1:37.) ““Thy word
have I laid up in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”
(Psa. 119:11.) ““Wherewithal shall a young man cléanse his way?
By taking heed thereto according to thy word.” (Psa. 119:9.)
““Unless thy law had been my delight, I should then have perished
in my affliction. I will never forget thy. precepts; for with them
thou hast quickened me.” (Psa. 119:92, 93.) ‘‘Moreover by them
is thy servant warned: in keeping of them there is great reward.”
{Psa. 19:11.) The man whose ‘ delight is in the law of the Lord,”
‘who meditates in the law day and night, ‘“‘shall be like a tree
planted by the streams of water, that bringeth forth its fruit in
its season, whose leaf also doth not wither; and whatsoever he
doeth shall prosper.” (Psa. 1: 1-3.) “Evil men and impostors shall
wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But abide
thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a
babe thou hast known the sacred writings which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness:
that the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto
every good work.” 2 Tim. 3:13-1Y. Ttke leaders of our national
movements should promote Bible study among students because the
Bible is the appointed and approved means by which spiritual life
is originated, maintained and developed. In view of the foregoing
reasons (especially the last one) for the promotion of Bible study,
shall we not as the representatives of many nations here assembled,
in the name of our risen Lord solemnly anew determine that un-
to this sure word of prophecy we. will, in our own hearts, take
fresh and more careful and more continuous heed, and that we
shall do all in our power to secure regular and real and fruitfu]

study of the Bible on the part of the students of our various
countsies?

SUCCESSFUL METHODS OF BIBLE STUDY IN OUR
MOVEMENTS

Mr. H. P. ANDERSEN

Clear thinking in the discussion of methods will make it
necessary to come to some common ground of agreement asto the
chief purposes of that Bible study which should be promoted by
our movements. Without such agreement a discussion of the
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methods which have been successful will be of little value. What
then are the purposes which should be attained in our Bible study?
Our movements should carry on Bible study primarily in order to
promote the spiritual growth and godly life of students. It should
be personal study.- It is not enough that students meet to listen
to addresses or discussions on the Bible or the exposition of Bible
truths. The purpose is not attained if the student is led merely
to read the Scriptures, although this is a step in the right direction.
But each student should be led to search the Scriptures for him-
self that he may be brought into frequent and vital touch with the
Word of God, that is ‘“able to make wise unto salvation.” The
study should be devotional. Each student should not only seek
the truth, but should prayerfully apply it to his daily life and walk.
The purpose of the study should be, therefore, to know the will
of God and to do it. .

Undoubtedly there is a place in the life of the student for the
purely historical, geographical, literary and critical study of the
Bible, but usually this study can be carried on much more effect-
ively in the regular work of the university or college under the
direction of learned professors who can bring to bear upon it the
best results of modern scholarship, than through our voluntary
organizations with student leadership. Such purely intellectual
study in our movements will tend to set aside the all-important
study to strengthen the faith, deepen the spiritual life and lead
the student to a fuller knowledge of God and of His will. In
carrying on the devotional study, the work done by each student
should be so scholarly as to command the respect, from the intel-
lectual standpoint, of the most scholarly university men, but the
devotional purpose of the-study should be kept so clearly before
the Union and before each student that it never can be obscured
by a mere search for facts. '

A second purpose of the Bible study in our movements, which
should be scarcely secondary to the promotion of devotional study,
is to prepare the earnest Christian student for intelligent and
effective work in leading his fellow-students to the knowledge and
acceptance of Jesus Christ as personal Saviour and Lord.

We are now to consider some methods which have been suc-
cessful in accomplishing these purposes. It must be understood,
however, that while there may be a complete agreement as to pur-
poses and principles, there will of necessity be many differences
as to the methods which are best adapted to accomplish these.
Different conditions of student life and differences of national and
racial temperaments will undoubtedly lead to marked differences
in the methods which are found to be successful in different move-
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ments. It is only possible, therefore, to present methods which
have been found successful in one or more movements in the hope
that these methods may be adapted to meet the conditions exist-
ing in other movements, or may suggest methods that will prove
even more effective.

1. The Bible Study Committee. Each movement should see
to it that the Bible study in each Union is entrusted to a strong
committee. The chairman should be one of the strongest men in
the organization. He should be himself a Bible student, with
convictions as to the importance of personal devotional Bible
study. He should be a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, a

man of foresight and promptness, who will plan large things and
is willing to sacrifice time and personal comfort to see that they
are accomplished. He should be, above all things, a man chosen
of God in answer to prayer. It is usually best to have associated
with the chairman two or more members who possess, as far as.
possible, qualifications like those of the chairman. Tt is the duty
of the committee to arrange for Bible circles or classes, aid in the
selection of courses of study, enlist students in Bible study, and in
every way practicable promote Bible study in the university.

R. Bible Circles or Group Classes. Tt is the almost universal
experience that devotional Bible study can be promoted best by
our movements through Bible circles or group classes. These
consist of small groups of students who agree to meet regularly
“for the systematic, devotional study of some portion of the Scrip-
tures. Most commonly the meetings are held weekly for one hour.
The circle should not be too large in order that there may be com-
plete informality and freedom of discussion. In most instances.
the number should not be less than four nor exceed twelve or
fifteen. Regularity of attendance is an essential feature of the
Bible circle. Some circles have, therefore, found it advantageous
to make a written agreement to attend regularly the meetings of
the circle a condition of membership. Others, to whom any
formal pledge is objectionable, admit members to the circle upon
the clear understanding that those who become members are
expected to attend the meetings regularly. A careful record of
attendance at each meeting of the circle is found valuable, and
often a secretary is appointed for this purpose. Regularity of
attendance is greatly increased if persistent personal effort is put.
forth in dealing with absentees by the leader and members of the
circle,

3.

Daily Preparation by Members of a Circle. One of the
vital pu

1 purposes of the Bible circles, and one of the conditions of
their sucecess, is daily personal study by each member. Such
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study is a great aid to the observance of the “morning watch,” it
greatly strengthens the spiritual life of the student, it forms in
him the life-habit of daily personal Bible study and it prepares
him for profitable participation in the weekly meetings of the
Bible circle. The work of the circle should, therefore, be so
arranged as most fully to promote daily study and to make use of
the results of such work. It is important that the movements
encourage the members of circles to devote from fifteen minutes
to half an hour each day to the study of the matter being con-
sidered by the circle.

4 Courses of Study. The selection of suitable courses of
study to meet the needs of the circles and to attain most com-
pletely the purposes of the Bible study department is a work of no
mean importance. At the beginning of the Bible study of each
of our movements, simple courses were arranged by the different
circles in accordance with their own needs and policies. But most
of these courses were lacking in definiteness and suggestiveness.
As the Bible study of our movements has developed, an increasing
demand has arisen for courses which shall be more comprehensive
and be better arranged than the outlines which were prepared by
individual circles. It has also been found desirable to secure
some measure of uniformity as to courses used by the circles in
the different Unions of a country in order to promote most help-
fully the Bible study of the whole movement. As a result a
number of our movements have prepared and published valuable
courses which have been used extensively. The most satisfactory
courses have embodied the following characteristics: They are
primarily historical in their point of view, dealing with the facts
of Christianity; they concern themselves with the Scripture text
itself and not with books or commentaries upon the Scripture;
they provide for and encourage daily study by each member of
the circle; they are devotional in plan and purpose and lead the
student, as far as possible, t0 apply the truths which have been
learned to his own life; they are arranged to cover the academic
year or semester; all printed matter in connection with a course
outside the Bible text itself is designed to be suggestive and
stimulating to thought rather than dogmatic. It has been. found
desirable in some countries to arrange the courses which have
been prepared into ‘‘ cycles” of Bible study in order to give out-
lines for each of the years of a student’s university life. The
order in which the courses have been arranged has been chosen
to make the cycle progressive, going from the easier portions to
the more difficult; comprehensive, giving the student a complete
view of the Scriptures, and cumulative, each course building on
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those which have preceded. The American and Canadian student
movement is developing such a cycle with marked success. The
courses for the four academic years are, respectively, ‘¢ Studies in
the Life of Christ,” based upon a “Harmony of the Gospels”;
‘Studies in the Acts and Epistles,” based upon a harmony of the
Acts and Epistles which is entitled ‘“ Records and Letters of the
Apostolic Age”; ¢ Studies in Old Testament Characters,” basgd
upon a chronological rearrangement of the Old Testament entitled,
¢¢Old Testament Records, Poems and Addresses,” and a topical
course now being prepared which will probably be called ‘¢ Studies
in New Testament Teachings.” A demand has arisen for similar
courses for the use of boys in preparatory schools. It is among
such boys that the habit of daily personal Bible study can be
formed most easily and with most permanent results. This offers
a large and fruitful field for the organization of Bible circles which
has been occupied only to a very limited extent. No scheme of
Bible study in a student movement will be complete without pro-
vision for training students to do personal work in winning men to
Christ. For this purpose a small group of the most earnest and
devout men should be formed to meet regularly for prayer, for
the report of work actually accomplished and of difficulties met,
and for the study of special topics that will strengthen the purpose
of the members, increase their hold upon the fundamental doc-
trines of Christianity and give them command of those portions of
the Scriptures which will be especially useful in pointing men to
the ‘“Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world.”
Such a circle or group must be in a measure confidential, if not
secret. Only those who earnestly desire to be used of God in
winning men should be enrolled. Special courses of study have
been prepared by several of the movements fo
classes or circles. Out of the prayer, study an
of the members of these training classes have
reaching spiritual awakenings. .
5. The Leader of a Bible Circle. As a rule a leader of a
Bible circle is essential. The truth of this is so self-
need no emphasis. A leader gives unity,
gression to the work of the circle.
ship will a circle adhere to a definite plan, avoid unprofitable
discussions, encourage the timid, stimulate the uninterested and
bring the largest spiritual fruitage from its work. Continuity in
plan makes it desirable that the same leader shall remain in charge
of a circle for a year or at least a semester, unless he shows his
unfitness for the position, The leader of a Bible circle occupies a
position of Strategic importance and should be chosen with great

T such training
d personal efforts
Sprung many far-

evident as to
definiteness and pro-
Only under competent leader-
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care. Under ordinary conditions it is much better to have a stu-
dent as leader rather than one who is not so intimately identified
with the students. It is to be remembered that he is a leader and
not a teacher of a circle or class. He must be a man whose life
and Christian character are above reproach, and should have an
earnest desire to be used in enlisting men in Bible study and
through it in helping them to grow in their Christian life and
experience. Above all, he must be a man with a deep prayer life.
When the Bible study work of an Association or Union is imper-
fectly developed, it may be best at times to encourage each circle
to choose its leader from its own number. But as the work
develops and the number of Bible circles in an Association or
Union multiplies, greater effectiveness and unity will result as a
rule if the movement advises that all the leaders be chosen and
appointed by the Bible Study Committee.

6. Preparation of Leaders of Bible Circles. One of the fac-
tors which has contributed to the growth and fruitfulness of the
Bible study has been the careful preparation which has been pro-
vided or encouraged by our movements for the leaders of the
circles. The following means may wisely be promoted. (1)
Each leader, when chosen by the Bible Study Committet?, sh01.11d
be personally interviewed, the nature and extent of his duties

should be explained to him, and his consent to SeIve should be
Secured. A special burden should be placed upon him to prepare
To give the leader ample

himself thoroughly to lead the circle.
time to makeg sﬁch preparation, he should be chosen, when
possible, several months before his duties will commence. ®) In
some movements additional preparation is given at the summ;r
Conferences. As this will be discussed elsewl}ere, it will no!:d ;
treated in detail here. (3) Movements.whlch have prc?:in tﬁe'
Printed courses of study have found it possible flll‘th?l‘ 1:0t alLea,d-
leaders of circles by supplying them with ¢ Suggestions aocircle
€rs,” not only upon the general methods of conducting numbe;
but also upon the treatment of each study. (4) When at mbe
of circles are carried on in 2 university, the moverfnen s uld
encourage the leaders to meet regularly for con erence

Prayer, .
.  The Bible Study Secretar)- As the .B.1blef stuiczz fd;ialllr:r

ment of a movement grows, and the opportunities orh s further

development increase, the need of a man to g1Ve his whole 1tmma

sty o promore e S8 SO L N o e

CCome pestion may )
the dutiegegf S;fg A s’erﬁeetgry? He would carefl.llly study the st1111-
dent field of his moyement with reference o Bible study and the
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methods which are being employed in his own and other move-
ments. He would attend to the preparation of courses and sug-
gestions to leaders. He would aid in developing a deep. and
practical interest in Bible study in all the Associations or Unions.
He would plan for the best possible preparation of leaders through
agencies adapted to the needs and conditions of his movement.
In addition he can render most valuable aid to all the leaders of
Bible circles in his movement by carrying on a system of corre-
spondence with them throughout the year.,

May these points of experience emphasize the importance of
discovering and adopting the best methods of promoting Bible
study that through it the name of our Lord may be known and
His will obeyed by the students throughout the whole world.

* WHAT MAY BE DONE TO ENLIST MORE STUDENTS
IN BIBLE STUDY ?

MR, WiLLiam H, SaLLMon

For this conference of national

movements the question means
what can each national mo

vement, as such, do to enlist more stu-
dents in Bible study. It is instructive in looking over the reports

to compare the ratio of the membership of each movement with
the number in Bible classes. It is inspiring to make a gimilar

comparison of the condition five years ago when the Federation
was formed. Then there were

solid advance in any department o
fundamental department.

reveals that the greatest
ging figures possible has been
movements. In regard to the
t been satisfactory it is safe to

attained in only two or three of the
countries where the advance has no
say that either the absolute need and value of Bible study in itself
and its relation to all the departments of our work has not been
realized, or the ordinary means for securing success have not been
used and adapted to existing conditions. Hence it becomes neces-
attained elsewhere. Not that these lines must be slavishly followed,
but that they may be frankly considered and adapted,

N
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Perha .
ent cheerg:lzt]:;z most poren: influence in bringing about the pres-
movements whi::h 1;1911 is the summer school. Yet there are
2 Bible school. A a11d to make the summer school pre€minently
dicates that c;th '?:u y of announcements and programmes in-
meéns a faflure fr eatures are given a paramount place. This
flow from theseo Plt'ﬁpagate t:he influence which should inevitably
vear. In at least §: erings in a steady stream throughout the
in regular attendan ur summer schools practically every student is
the six huedeed ce at.the Bible classes; and in another, out of
Teported asin r tlnen in attendance, four hundrec and six are
Prepare for lea deg‘ll ar attendance at the normal classes designed to
mer school has e;Shlp' In all of the movements where the sum-
it tributary to th e;l; designedly planned with a view to making

Closely alliez ible study work there has been marked advance.
ence held in som to the §ummer §chool is the presidential confer-
to lead in the vag cour.ltrn.as. ‘ This rqeeting of presidents who are
them to take a 1;0115 1ns:c1tut10ns during the ensuing year teaches
equipment. Th road view of the field, of the difficulties and
than is pos.sibl ey come together for a closer study of problems
Work is not tc;; at the ‘summer school. They. }earn that their
ganization as e scattf.ar1ng,.but that each committee and the or-
prehensive ;’:Yvhole is to aim at a mz?.rk. They map out com-
which it de.fo icies, and in these the Bible study takes the place

erves.
of a éilsli(;gll-er means which may be made more
mOVement’ a traveling secretary Of represen
. Instead of a general address ©

whi
let 1(1::1 1}3 roduces a general effect and ends in ge
ave at least one specific theme which will have 2 specific

e
tf:‘;:nand produce abiding results. Have at Jeast one address on
0pportl>01:tatnce of Bible study, closing, when practicable, with an
Aumty for questions.
cceptable outlines are ano

effective is the use
tative from another
n a general theme
neral evaporation,

ther important factor. Each

(I)’r;o;‘zment should publish its oW1, or import from other countries,
o nslate. Students in many Easter? schools and colleges are
Biblpered by lack of outlines. Invariably, after an address on

e study, many would inquire how to begin. In one college

hinety b . .
: oys took an outline which was offered to them on the con-
their Bible study for at least

d .
t:;;’:: tha.i.: they would follow it in
applie}(,i minutes each day. At another place twenty.-three boys
for outlines on the same condition, each offering to pro-
There is great need in

Vide hi
eve? himself with Bible and noteboox:
Y movement for outlines which have been tried and are found

tob .
e workable, There is need too fora variety of courses to meet
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the variety of individual need and of conditions in different coun-
tries. It is desirable that in each movement the work be um'ﬁfed
so that the summer school, the monthly magazine, and the visits
of the traveling secretary shall all contribute towards the course
being studied. It is desirable that in all courses the c‘ampha51§ be
placed upon the study of the text itself. Some outlines are’ too
exhaustive. Too much detail is furnished. Suggestive courses are

needed which will lead men deeper and deeper into the Word itself.
Let us keep steadily before the movemen
leading men to form the life-habi
tional Bible study. If this be
will go by fits and starts,

t of daily and progressive devo-
not carefully attended to the work

movement sent to each
the members of the Executive,
Greater use might also be m
study of their contents is instructi
is absence of Plan, but it is quite
for which an organ exists have e
fully considered. If these ends

ade of our officia] organs. A
ve. It cannot be said that there
clear that in some cases the ends
ther not been fully grasped or not

ent teachers, artificial courses,
and unwise leaders. They overlook the strong points, Many are
watching, too, what our attitude wi questions
which scholarship has raised ang with which it ig grappling, and
many are even inquiring what ig the attitude of our movement
towards Biblical criticism. It ig indeed a time to walk circum-
spectly. We follow no particular

school; we stand for freedom
of thought and originality of regea

rch. N evertheless, we must
carefully guard, in these transition

times whepn men are blown
about by every wind of doctrine, th

at the courses and outlines
authorized by our movements, and the men upon whom we stamp

approval by setting them as teachers ang leaders in our summer
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schools, conferences and public gatherings, shall be men who at
least stand by those fundamental principles upon which our Fed-
eration is founded.

THE SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY RESTING ON THE STUDENTS
OF THIS GENERATION FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE
KINGDOM OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD

Mr. DeTrwic voN OERTZEN

I should like to show you that there is a close connection
between the grand eternal economy of God’s salvation and the
temporal events of our own days. We ought, however, to bear in
mind that an attempt like this must always be more or less prob-
It is like studying the watch of the world’s history and
of the history of God’s Kingdom in order that we may carefully
observe the right time and arrange our life-work accordingly.
The leading and guidance of God depend upon our seeing in the
circumstances of the present the fullness of time—a recognition
which must drive us to act and makes us responsible if we refuse

to do so. The question, then, which we shall now try to answer

is whether the circumstances of the age and the present condition

of the world constitute a special call on the Chr.istian student of
to-day to become a worker in the foreign mission field. Inmy
on I should like to avoid the words obligation

reply to this questi . .
and duty. The fundamental principle of the Kingdom of Christ

is that of a free personal love and of whole-hearted surrender to
Him. Christ wants no student in His blessed service other than
wning glory and privilege to

those who would regard it & cro .
preach the Gospel where as yet it is unknown. He does not desire
the service of those who feel it a heavy burden and a command
hard to obey. Now this is our problem: Can we students of

to-day, with a quiet conscience, leave.the home service with all its
problems and difficulties to gO out into the heathen world, and
indeed are we not bound to do so, fully assured that in this we are
but following the will of God? And further, ‘may we, without
reserve, urge and win our fellow-students to give themselves to

this work?

There is a Vers
of what I have to say:
opened, which none can shut .

(Rev. 3: 8.)

lematic.

e in the book of Revelation which forms the text
««Behold, I have set before thee a door
thot hast a little power.”
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There are in the main four considerations which, in my opin-
ion, demonstrate how open the door stands f‘or us students at the
dawn of the twentieth century.

I. Again and again we have been taught to regard the tit.ne
of the Apostle Paul—that is, the era of the great Roman Empire
with its world-wide intercourse and commerce—as the most won-
derful opening in the world’s history for the extension of God’s
Kingdom. Indeed, at that time the whole known world lay open;
, and the messengers prepared to bear the
Gospel of the Saviour of the nations. Certainly the fullness of
time had come. Rome, with its Vast campaigns and its wise sys-

tem of government, had made straight the highway for the Prince
of Peace; the one language (the ko)

also prevailed, generally speaking, nearly the same standard of
life, of education, and of thought, Everywhere that Christianity

Same problems and the same

of time, what does to
want us to miss H
development in the

-day mean for us; Certainly God does not
is purpose in this matter. The wonderful

world’s progress which we have seen in our
days has not been Spread over thousands of years, but has come to

fruition in oyr OWn generation, so that the responsibility resting
UPOn US is greater thap that upon any preceding age. You need
no details. We 4y know how the Christian governments of Europe
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and America .have grown during the past hundred years, both in
territory and in population. Take another important point. Itis
mainly in our century that the common rights of the human race—
not for the white man alone, but for all nations and tribes of the
earth, as well as the rights of the weaker sex—have been gener-
ally understood and recognized—a recognition which is absolutely
necessary for a clear understanding of the missionary idea. Add
to this the continuous interchange amongst the nations, not only
of goods and manufactures, but also of education and ideas and
books. Take, for instance, the immense extension and progress
in philology and in the history of civilization, which are almost
entirely the product of this century.

And now I beg you to recognize that the lifetime of a Chris-
tian worker to-day is, as arule, of precisely the same duration as
it was in Paul’s days, and you will at once grant that in view of
the greater facilities and opportunities at our disposal it is possible
to accomplish more in a lifetime now than could have been accom-
plished then. Again, if you emphasize the wonderful preparation
for the Gospel in the first century by the universal acceptance of
the Old Testament in Greek—the Septuagint—then I would beg
you to remember that we of to-day are by no means behindhand
in this respect. I need not mention that our European languages
—French, German and English—are widely spoken and under-
stood, but in addition we have the Bible of both Old and New
Testaments translated into almost four hundred languages and
dialects.

II. This brings me to my second point. We have a century
of magnificent preparation behind us. It might be objected to
my first point that although the field has widened, the difficulties
have proportionately increased. I grant the truth of the objec-
tion, but it is just in this that the Lord of the world’s history has
shown His wonderful leading. The missionary enterprise of
to-day rests upon the groundwork of the past century. When, a
hundred years ago, the first of our great missionary societies began
their work they found a feld bewildering in its vastness, and prob-
lems that well nigh baffled solution.  But all this has been
changed; the whole world has been attacked, the first martyrs
have fallen, the first converts been baptized, the unknown lands
explored, the Bible and a wealth of other Christian literature is to
be found in numberless tongues, the various methods of mission-
ary work have been tested, and the great problems of a world's
evangelization clearly recognized. In many places you will find
that a beginning has been made in securing a well-educated staff
of native evangelists, pastors, catechists and teachers. The ranks
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of the early male missionaries have been greatly increased by a
large number of medical and female missionaries. A network of
missionary stations and out stations has been established. Count-
less church buildings and chapels, hospitals, homes for lepers,
schools and seminaries, agricultural and industrial schools, under
Christian leadership have been erected. In short, an immense
field of work, occupied by many workers, lies before us.

III. Back of all this enterprise stands the home Christian
Church, which is already beginning to realize and meet its mis-
sionary responsibility. This fact is, beyond doubt, one of the
most important features of the Past century.

At the time of the Reformation, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, and
their successors had no time to undertake a real missionary work
among the heathen, Although thig. Preoccupation with other
things may serve as their excuse, yet it is humiliating to remem-

ber that missions had practically no place in thejr thoughts. Then

came with the dawn of the nineteenth century a new era. The

revival of true spirituality brought with it an awakening of mis-

sionary interest. At first almost universally misunderstood and
opposed by the churches, the mission i

its way, so that to-day most of these

missionaries, so that Jesus may b

€ crowned King among all
nations. The dying heathen world

and the little groups of work-

by these volunteers, The mis-
» t0o, regard with special favor this missionary
uprising among the students of the world.

IV. The present stage of missionary work brings before the

ch are exceedingly similar to

» and which require for their
solution men with a good university education. The first period,
when the pioneers had to break open the locked doors and open

UP new pathways, has been passed. At very many places in the

’

nor sufficiently educated to
life and thought of the native

is as yet neither numerous enough
take upon itself the leadership of the
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churches. We have more than one instance of nations, and espe-
cially does this hold true of those which have been for a long time
in the bondage of slavery, where it requires more than one gene-
ration of Christianity and freedom before really able leaders can
be produced. I remind you of the negroes of West Africa and of
the Moravian missions in Central America. Livingstone’s words
regarding the political condition of Africa hold true of many
native churches to-day: ‘“The places of the leaders are vacant.”

If we believe that the highly scientific education of the intel-
lectual and spiritual leaders in our old Christian lands is not a
failure, we must also recognize that it is just these men who have
a special responsibility towards the students of Oriental lands who
are so highly endowed both intellectually and spiritually. Profes-
sor Warneck, in a recent survey of the present position of mis-
sionary effort, says: ‘* If my opinion is worth anything at all, the
chief problem of missions in the next century will be the extension
of work in Africa and the grappling with the great book religions
of Asia. This will entail a comparison of religions on the field
itself, for which the best qualified and best educated workers must
be enlisted. And,” he adds, ‘‘ probably it is for this very purpose
that the student missionaty movement has arisen, that it may fur-
nish the workers for this great campaign.” .

This, I think, is sufficient to prove how true for our age are
the opening words of my text, * I have set before thee a door
opened, which none can shut”; but its closing words, ““Thou hast
a little power,” are none the less true also.

It is unnecessary to recall to your minds how far the points I
have mentioned, namely, the marvelous opening up of the world,
the preparation by the preceding century of missions, and the
awakening of missionary interest at home, carry with them a
wonderful stimulus to missionary effort. Nor need I speak of the
special talents and opportunities which a university education fur-
nishes for the man who is to spend his life among strange peoples
and in strange surroundings. I refer to that exercise and disci-
pline of mind in acquiring foreign languages, in studying the cus-
toms and character of native races, and to all that is demanded of
a well-educated man when he comes to a foreign land. To treat
this effectively would require a special paper on the possibilities
open to university men in the missionary service.

My purpose in the main is to point out to you the peculiar
sources of power for missionary service which lie for the students
of our generation in the spiritual realm. It is this spiritual talent
which, under divine obligation, we are bound to put out to usury.

My brothers, we are living in an age when the life of faith
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throughout the whole Church of Christ has made marvelous pro-
gress. I do not know whether, since the days of the Reforma-
tion, there has ever been a time like ours in which both clergymen
and laymen devoted themselves to the daily study of the Bible as
is the case to-day. Men everywhere are beginning to understand
and to claim what the Apostle Paul says, ‘“ How many soever be
the promises of God, in Him is the yea: wherefore also through
Him is the amen.” For centuries a Jewish, legal, and narrow-
hearted conception of Christianity choked the thought of a world-
wide mission, but to-day the gospel of a free salvation for both
Jew and Gentile, the gospel of the righteousness which is obtained
by grace alone, has assumed its rightful position. More than this,

men are beginning to apply to themselves the glorious promises of

the life-renewing and purifying power of the blood of Jesus Christ.

Everywhere we hear of and come into contact with those who
have been made new creations in Christ Jesus. In this regard
our student movement has been specially honored in its efforts to

spread the message of the great grace of God and to witness its
truth.

Now do you think it
pel of repentance and o
heathenism when they

possible for the gospel of Christ, the gos-
f faith, to move those who are sunk in

do not see the new life in Christ lived
before their eyes by those who confess His name? A world’s
evangelization could never be possible without messengers who
can say with the Apostle Paul, ¢« 1 live; and yet no longer I, but
" Christ liveth in me.” To effect this end a life of full surrender
and service is the absolutely essentia] condition. If we students
at home are in our day permitted to learn this lesson, what is to

ame Jesus who said about Himself
that He was sent into the world “‘ to seek and to save that which
was lost,” has also said, ““As the Father hath sent me, even SO

send I you.” To share in Christ’s blessed life of consecration to

to share in the fellowship of His suffer-
0 to share in His calling to seek and to

movement stands in the very mid-stream of this belief. If we

recognize the Holy Spirit as a mighty reality, if we believe in Him
?,nd ?bey Him, do you think that it wi
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If this Spirit has bound together in the Evangelical Alliance
nearly all the Protestant denominations of Christendom; if He has
made it possible for us students of so many lands and creeds to
unite in the World’s Student Christian Federation, and to meet
together to help and to consult each other in spite of the barriers
of race and national character; and if we turn our eyes to that
great day when men of ‘‘every nation, and of all tribes and peo-
ples and tongues,” shall stand ¢‘ before the throne and before the
Lamb,” do we not see in it all a constraining impulse to mission-
ary work, and a mighty force in sustaining us in it?

Assuredly it is a matter of Providence that Christians every-
where to-day are studying the prophetical books of the Old and
New Testaments; and does it not stand written in the Evangel of
Matthew, * This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the
whole world for a testimony unto all the nations; and then shall
the end come”? Need we then be surprised when Dr. Hudson
Taylor, at the opening of the last Shanghai Conference, called the
coming period of missions ** the eschatological one ”? But in this
we take our stand by God’s word: ‘It is not for you to know
times or seasons, which the Father hath set within his own author-
ity.” But, fellow students, it is for us to watch, for we know
neither the day nor the hour when the Son of Man cometh. Unto
Him has been committed all power in heaven and on earth. *‘Go
ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost:,
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded
you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the

world.”

HOW TO DEVELOP A MORE INTELLIGENT AND
PURPOSEFUL INTEREST IN MISSIONS
AMONG STUDENTS

Dr. KarL Fries

Those days are past when it was considered right to look upon
missions as an obscure work, a mad enterprise, born of a bigoted
religious enthusiasm and governed by equally bigoted ideas.
Though there may still be some journalists and travelers who
never tire of accusing the missions and the missionaries of the
troubles which have in reality been caused by the insatiable hun-
ger for possession and profit evinced by politicians and merchants,
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it is quite certain that the majority of thinking and upright people
are of a totally different opinion. This change in opinion is even
so great that it may entail a certain danger to the missionary
cause, viz., the danger which threatens every religious movement
that has reached a certain stage of popularity. People take it up
without clearly knowing what it means, and without being able to
give it such solid and persevering support as is consistent with the
idea of the work.

It is especially among students that we notice with joy and
gratitude that the interest in missions has spread and borne fruit.
While ten years before the formation of our Federation a mission-
ary with a university education was an exception in most countries,
there is now scarcely one Protestant land which has not a Student
Volunteer Movement; yea, even in the countries of the Orient there
are volunteer bands. And to convince those who may be critical
that this is not a prairie fire, a passing enthusiasm rich in words
but poor in results, it may be sufficient to point out that over two
thousand volunteers have gone to the front, and that many of
these have done right valiantly on the battle field. Besides, there

is a reserve force of more than three thousand enlisted, preparing
for the tasks of the future, '

While we rejoice at these figures and facts, we nevertheless
raise the question:

How can we develop a more intelligent and
purposeful interest in missions among students? For it is neces-
sary that the number should constantly grow of those who are
burning with a loving, pure and deep zeal, and that the zeal in
those who are already aflame be purified and strengthened more
and more. The zeal ought to be intelligent in order that it may
be directed to the point where it is most needed. When looking
at the missionary maps of our days, one might without seeming
unduly critical ask why-in some parts mission stations are as
numerous as flies on a lump of sugar, while there are other
immense regions where there is not a sign of a station. There
may be good reasons for this in some cases, but in many cases
the answer would be that one has not had a sufficiently extended
view either of the need or of the work already done or being done.
And after having once taken up a field one seems nearly as reluc-
tar.xt to withdraw from it as one of the great powers to give up any-
thing they have laid hands on. If one had better studied the
general history of missions, one might have avoided many mis-
takes not only in the choice of the field, but also in the methods
of cultivating it. There is nothing so interesting as studying the
h1§tory of the different nations from the missionary aspect. You
will discover in an astonishing degree marks left on the character
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of the people and institutions by its first missionaries. Small
grains of seed sown centuries ago by these men have grown, and
their roots have struck degp down in the virgin soil. In our days
sowers are going out to fields as yet untouched. The same pro-
cess will take place there. New national characters will develop
under the influence of the missions of our days which will deter-
mine the events of coming ages. In considering the responsibility
which rests upon the future missionary from this point of view he
may well feel strongly urged to make his interest as intelligent as
possible.

On the other hand it is also necessary that the interest should
be purposeful or determined. There is in the vocation of a mis-
sionary something romantic which appeals strongly to the minds
of the young. This motive in itself is not sufficient to produce
ripened fruits, but if all who have in this way, or some other, felt
an inclination to become missionaries had followed up their pro-
ject, the map of the religions of the world would have shown a very
different appearance to-day. But there was a lack of determination.
I would not dare to say that these have all been like the twenty-
nine thousand seven hundred of the army of Gideon. On the con-
trary, I believe that in the majority of cases the zeal once kindled
would have grown and deepened if it had been properly taken care
of and nourished, if there had been determination from the first,
In this connection, the declaration of the Volunteer Movement is
of the greatest importance.

How should we then develop a more intelligent and purpose-
ful interest? First of all, the interest must be kindled. This is,
strictly speaking, the work of the Holy Spirit. A zeal kindled
only by the enthusiasm of others will soon burn down. Even
Jesus Christ could only express the wish that the fire might be
kindled. He has, however, indicated the way in which the work
should be done. ¢ Except a grain of wheat fallinto the earth and
die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it beareth much fruit.”
And he has not only indicated the method, he has also practiced it
when he planted that seed on Golgotha which has borne much
fruit. If we wish to kindle the fire of zeal we must sacrifice our-
selves. At the splendid Student Missionary Conference, which it
was my privilege to attend in London at the beginhing of this
year, nothing made a deeper impression on me and nothing may
perhaps be more fruitful than the message from twelve former
secretaries of the Volunteer Movement, some of wh.

om had gone
to the field only a short time before, leaving the joy as well a§ the

responsibility of the Conference to their younger brethren, Surely
they have rendered a greater service to the Conference by going
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out than if they had stayed at home in order to utilize experience

and authority; consequently they went forward to leave room for
the younger ones.

Even if it is not, strictly speaking, our work to kindle this
fire, yet we may be instruments in the hand of God for kindling

it. We can make use of the opportunities we get for talking per-
sonally to our fellow students and for presenting in public the

missionary vocation as worthy of the best forces—spiritual, intel-

lectual and physical—that are available, I have already men-
I tioned the London Conference, In regard to outward means of
‘ developing missionary interest, I could not suggest anything bet-
ter than what was preached there and which is to be found
explained fully in the report of those meetings. I will sum it up
in the following points: (1) The cultivation of the spiritual life
| by prayer and the study of God’s Word. (2) A clear and strong

non-Christian religions to satisfy

‘ gelization of the world, given as far as Possible by representatives
| from the various fields, (3) Addresses by missionaries and per-
sonal contact with them. (4) Personal contact with fellow students
who have a living interest in missions (formation of volunteer
bands and mission study classes), and correspondence with similar
organizations in other places, (5) Systematic study of missionary
literature, general and special. (6) Cultivation of the habit of
giving systematically to missions, (7) Efforts for leading souls

to Christ, not only among fellow students but also among other
classes of young men (especially in

the work of the Young Men’s
Christian Association), and other

people, as well as work for
spreading missionary interest everywhere,

In what I have said I have deal

way. It is for each one of us to apply the general principles to
his own case, whether it be in th

e sphere of individual activity,
-in the reaching of a local association, or in organizing a national
movement, which should be primarily considered in this topic. I
think that the best way for them to develop the interest we have
been speaking about is to arrange conferences like the one held in
London or the one which our German brethren are going to hold
next year in Halle, Agga permanent means of promoting the aim
there shoulq be, as indeed there is in every movement, a volunteer
organization in close contact with the general national movement.

t with the question in a general




SOME REASONS WHY A NATIONAL MOVEMENT SHOULD
PROMOTE THE STUDY OF MISSIONS

MRr. FENNELL P. TURNER

¢ To enlist students in the work of extending the Kingdom of
Christ throughout the whole world” is one of the objects of the
World’s Student Christian Federation. If this object is to be
attained, two things are necessary, namely, (1) students must be
led to give their lives for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom in
non-Christian lands; and (2) these workers and their work must
be supported by believers in Christian lands. ¢ How shall they
hear without a preacher ? and how shall they preach, except they
be sent?”

Experience has shown that listening to addresses on missions
and the reading of missionary literature are not adequate. A
thorough study of missions is necessary.  The obligation,
therefore, rests upon each national movement to provide a com-
prehensive course of mission study. The responsibility, however,
does not end with this. Students must be led to enter upon the
courses when they have been provided, and, in the light of such
study, to decide whether they should labor in the Christian or non-
Christian lands.

The study of missions will remove narrow-mindedness and
ignorance as nothing else can. He who knows nothing of missions
cannot read even the daily papers intelligently.

The Christian student should be an intelligent advocate of the
missionary enterprise. He should be conversant with the diffi-
culties in the way of evangelizing the world. He should know
what factors are essential for the success of missions. He should
be familiar with the history of missions, not only that branch of
the Christian Church with which he is connected, but of all
branches. He should be able, when necessary, to refute false
charges which are so frequently brought against missionaries and
their work.

One cannot pray intelligently for the progress of God’s King-
dom in the world without a knowledge of missions, He must
know something of the need of the mission fields, of the char-
acter of work undertaken by missionaries, of the hindrances, of
the workers, and of the progress being made.

The study of missions is an aid to spiritual growth. For
inspiration and encouragement what is better than the biographies
of the great missionaries? They put their trust in God and He
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) is-
failed them not. ¢ In the school of Prayer” they can tc?ach.Clzl;ln-
tian lessons of great value, One’s faith is lifted by coming in
tact with them.

s s qs il the
No Christian student should decide his life-work until t

: At
claims of the mission field have been prayerfully considered.

prepared for their work. This StUdi};
should be taken up as soon ag Possible. It isa mistake to put

off until entering the theological college, and a greater mistake
to wait until one reaches the mission field, N the

So far as human agencies are concerned, the stability of o
missionary enterprise depends on having a missionary p'astorat;](e
the home churches, A Strong base of supplies is indispensa Y .
The work in the mission field will languish unless the support by

the home churches is adequate, The Kingdom of Christ cannot
be extended, studen

missiong while in the universitieg ?

e missionary enterprise and inte

rnational politics are closely
“ Missionarieg Tun the risk,”

said a statesman recently,

ntic scale because their poi;
d up with that of secular powers.” No dou
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HOW MAY OUR MOVEMENTS PROMOTE THE STUDY
OF MISSIONS?

MR. TissINGTON TATLOW

I think that I cannot do better in the time allotted to me than
describe how to organize and conduct a missionary band upon the
lines we have found satisfactory in England. Of course circum-
stances will require that modifications be made in the system I
suggest so as to make it suit local conditions. Let us take it for
granted that a Christian Union has decided to start a missionary
study band. The question at once arises: 1. What is a mission-
ary band? A missionary band is a group of from six to twelve
students who meet together for the careful study of missionary
work in all its phases (we shall deal later with the subjects that
may be studied). While the band is composed of students only it
is not limited to the students of any one particular faculty. No
greater mistake could be made than to confine the membership to
either missionary candidates or theological students. A1l Christian
men have a responsibility towards the evangelization of the world
and therefore all should be included in study classes. Some of the
best bands have been those in which law, engineering, theological,
medical and art students have been included. Let no Christian
Union therefore feel satisfied until all faculties have been touched
and students from them included in missionary bands.

2. The secretary. A college having decided to start a band,
let the committee appoint a student to take charge of this depart-
ment of the work., The choice of this man is most important.
He should be a man who is genuinely enthusiastic about the study
of missions, a man who has to some extent the gift of organizing,
a man who is not already overloaded with work, and one who will
think it worth while to pray much for the success of the work.
The duties of this secretary will be somewhat as follows: (1) He
must at once on his appointment seek to advertise the band. This
he will do by having a notice of it inserted in the college maga-
zine, by making a clear statement about the band at a meeting of
the Christian Union, but chiefly by canvassing men personally
and asking them to become members. (?) He must arrange a
time for the band to meet which will suit all the members, This
may often be difficult. (3) He must arrange for brief addresses
or papers to be given by members at each meeting of the band.
(4) He should try to secure from the nearest library, or from
some person who has books, such books as will be required by stu-
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dents for reference during their preparation for the band. (5) He
must lead at each meeting of the band. (6) If the movement in
his country has an educational secretary he should keep in close
touch with him, informing him of the progress of the work and
seeking his advice about difficulties. And if there be no educa-
tional secretary for his whole movement, each local secretary
should send in a report of the work in his band to the central com-
mittee in order that they may have information to guide them in
the further development of this department.

3. Subjects for band study. (1) The teaching of the Bible
on the subject of world-wide evangelization. (2) Mission lands,
their peoples, religions and the work of Christ
them. (8) The biographies of missionaries who have made their
mark in this enterprise. (4) Topical studies, ¢. g., Social Evils
of the Non-Christian World. (5) Non-Christian religions. It
would be impossible in this short Paper to describe how each of
these subjects should be studied. I shall therefore select one to
use as an illustration. In England next term we have decided to
study Japan. We have adopted as a text-book ‘‘Japan and its
Regeneration.” This will be the foundation for our study. All
members of missionary bands will be asked to read this book.
Besides this book we have provided outline studies on the same
subject for the guidance of those who are to give short addresses
or write papers for the band, At the first meeting there will be
five short papers or addresses by five students. The subjects
which they will deal with will be, first, the land. This paper will
describe the land, its situation, area, climate, flora and fauna.
Then will follow a paper on the Japanese, giving some account of
their appearance, intellectual powers, etiquette, dress, patriotism.
The third paper will deal with their manners and customs, and
the last two papers will describe the Ainu, the aboriginal people
of Japan. Each student will have from eight to ten minutes to
give what he has to say. At other meetings of the band the
following subjects will be treated: the history of Japan, Roman
Catholi¢ missions, modern missions, methods of missionary work,
and difficulties. So that by the time the course has been com-
pleted the members will have a fairly comprehensive knowledge
of Japan, its peoples, history, religion and missions.

Now let me add a few words to describe how the student pre-
pares these papers for the meeting. In the outlines which we
have provided there are given the names of three or four books
which may be referred to for information concerning the subject
under notice. All that the student has to do therefore is to read
the chapter in the text-book that has been appointed as the

ian missions among
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groundwork for the band meeting. He then takes the outline
study and finds in it the books he should refer to for further infor-
mation. He then secures these books and having read the por-
tions which deal with his subject he prepares his paper or address.

4. The band meeting. When the band comes together for
its meeting the leader will take charge and having opened the
meeting with prayer he will call upon those who have prepared
the subject beforehand by arrangement to give the results of their
study. After they have finished the meeting should be thrown
open for a short time for questions and general discussion, and
when the leader has summed up in a few words the result of such
discussion the last eight to ten minutes should be devoted to
prayer. As a rule it will be found most satisfactory for the meet-
ing to last one hour. The number of times the band meets each
term will have to depend upon local circumstances.

May I close by emphasizing one or two points. (1) Keep
before members of each band the fact that their real objective is
the evangelization of the world. The band will be a failure unless
it makes men work and pray and live for this end. (2) Begin
and end the band meeting with absolute punctuality. (3) Choose
subjects for study that will attract men, but avoid being parochial
in outlook. (4) Keep the central committee informed as to the
work of the band. (5) Take pains to provide students with
books of reference. Unless sufficient material is provided the
band work cannot be made interesting.

THE PROMOTION OF SCRIPTURAL HABITS OF GIVING
AMONG STUDENTS

Mr. Wirriam H. SarLLMoON

[Psa. 37: 3; Prov. 3: 6; 19: 17; Isa. 58: 10; Mal. 3: 10; Luke 6: 38; Acts
20: 35; 2 Cor. 9: 7.]

The teachings of the Scriptures on the subject of giving are
so common-sense that they approve themselves to all who think
seriously about the matter. The teachings of the Apostle Paul
are especially practical. ~ Perhaps the chief reason for this is that
Paul is concerned with principles rather than with rules. The
rational principles which he recommended to guide the early
Christians in their giving still commend themselves to secretaries
and treasurers and to consecrated Christians everywhere. Giving
was an essential part of his gospel. In one of his masterly letters,
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in which he had dealt with deep spiritual truths, he reaches this
conclusion: ‘‘Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch
as ye know that your labor is not vain in the Lord. Now con-
cerning the collection.” (1 Cor. 15: 58, 16:1.) There is a vital
connection in his mind between ‘‘the collection” and ‘“‘abounding
in the work of the Lord,” a connection somewhat obscured by the
chapter marks. Then follow two guiding principles for giving,
which had been earnestly recommended to the churches of Galatia
and are now passed on to ‘‘the church of God which is at Corinth,

. with all that call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in
every place.” From our position in -the goodly fellowship of
this latter company, let us note carefully these injunctions.

PFirst: Giving is to be systematic, “Upon the first day of
the week” they were to lay aside of their income, They were to
introduce method and business.like principle into the matter.

thing which is wantin € in most men—the being ch

aritable upon a
plan.” They were not to give from impulse, nor under stress of

excitement; nor simply when they felt like it; nor were they to
wait for a visit from the traveling secretary to stir them up to
duty; for, says the Apostle, ‘‘ that no collections be made when I
come.”  But regularly “upon the first day of the week”—the day
which would bring vividly to their minds the resurrection of God’s
greatest gift, He who ‘¢ was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor "—they were to lay aside their offerings.

While the first day of the week was an appropriate occasion

for these early Christians, let us not loge sight of the spirit of the
command. The point is to have a stated time at which we regu-
larly and without faj] deposit the amount determined upon to be
spent in charitable and religious work, and to keep a ledger with
this separate account, This is systematic giving,

Secondly: Giving is to be proportionate, and the prOpOl"li.on
is to be settled between a man and his God, with this broad prin-
ciple to guide him, to ‘“‘lay by him in store, as he may prosper.”

* Largely Thou givest, gracious Lord,
Largely Thy gifts should be restored,
Freely Thou givest,

And Thy word is ‘freely give.’
He only who forgets to hoard has learned to live.”

Tithe-giving, which was apparently a universal custom among
ancient nations, wag obligatory among the heathen and among the
Jews. The tendency in Christendom is to make the offering vol-
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untary rather than compulsory, and in this the Apostle has led the
way. ‘Let each man do according as he hath purposed in his
heart.” ‘‘Let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may
prosper.” (See also Deut. 16: 17.) We may safely take the tenth
as a starting point, for there are few who would care to give less
than the heathen and the Jews. But let us not lose sight of the
Pauline principle that we determine upon a stated proportion
which we regularly and without fail deposit separately for charita-
ble and religious work. This is proportionate giving. ’

Thirdly: The writer points out unmistakably that these prin-
ciples are of universal application: ‘Let each one of you,” etc.
There were to be no exceptions in the churches of Galatia and
Corinth, but rich and poor, master and slave, old and young, were
to share in the joyful service. The letters of Paul to his friends
and of Pliny to Trajan make it abundantly clear that the majority
of these early Christians were slaves—people who were obliged to
rise very early in the morning if they wished to engage in worship
unmolested—people whose income was scanty and irregular, and
yet each and all were to give systematically and proportionately.
In the light of such facts let no modern Christian attempt to evade
his responsibility by raising questions of casuistry. = For the man
who is not trifling but conscientiously facing the matter as in the
sight of God, there is a satisfactory solution for every supposed
difficulty. ‘‘Where there's a will there’s a way.” It is within the
power of all to estimate the receipts and expenditures for a month
or a quarter or a year, or to work on the basis of the preceding
year, and so arrive at the proportion to be dedicated to the Lord.

Now I take it that we should seek to bring the mind and con-
science of the student world face to face with this question until
these principles are revived, emphasized and restored to practice.
I say student world, not meaning that we shall limit our endeav-
ors to students only, but because the students are our especial
concern. Because too, they are at that impressionable age when
habits are being formed, and for this additional reason that
although they may not occupy the most lucrative positions, most of
them are likely to attain to positions of leadership and influence
where they can mould the thought of others on this question.

It should also be said in this connection that all our move-
ments need funds and that so far as possible these should be
secured from the students themselves. The financial ideal of each
movement should be to become independent of outside help.
Already, due in a large measure to the adoption of the principle
which we are now advocating, the Australasian movement has
made great strides in this direction. Last year the delegates at
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the two summer schools contributed 4300, or more than half of the
total required for the succeeding year’s work. )

The most potent influence to exert in establishing these prin-
ciples, and the most natural, is that of personal conversation. But
our movements as such might become radiating educational cen-
tres. They might present the matter in the monthly magazines,
and, viewed as a purely economic question, interesting articles
discussing it might be prepared for secular journals. Addresses
might be delivered on ““The Law of Spiritual Capital,” ‘“Money a
Stored-up Personal Power,” “Giving as a Duty or a Privilege,”
‘‘Christian Stewardship,” “The Relation of Giving to Individual
Growth in Grace,” etc. Pamphlets such as Meyer’s ‘“ The Stew-
ardship of Money,” Murray’s “Money,” and Eddy’s “My Silver
and Gold” might also be judiciously circulated,

At Yale University the Association
to foster this work, and the funds raised
salary of a missionary, and the runn
sion work. This year four hundred
pledged $1,897. It is true that some
lump sums on account of thejr great i
the fund is devoted, but the great
Pproportionate givers, Weigh if you

that an increasing number of men, some of them wealthy and in-
fluential, graduating and going out into the active service of life,
are thus administering their funds, ¢ What we wait for and look
hopefully to see,” said Horace Bushnell, ¢“is the consecration of the
Vvast money power of the world to the work and cause and Kingdom
of Jesus Christ. For that day when it comes is the morning, so to
speak, of the new creation.”

The only national movement in our organization which has
adopted any definite scheme is that of Australasia. There a plan
of systematic and proportionate giving has been inaugurated,
whereby students are taught to think of the money which comes
into their possession as a sacred trust, and themselves as trustees
to whom has been committed the responsibility of disbursing the
funds in the interest of Christ’s Kingdom on earth. In order to
lend objectivity to the movement and for the spread of its inte}‘-
ests, all those who are connected with educational institutions in
Australasia who adopt the principles of giving at least one-tenth
of their income Systematically and proportionately for charitable,
philanthropic, or religious purposes, and agree to extend them,
are asked to enroll in ‘“The Tenth Legion.” There are no com-
mittees and no regular meetings, but a simple enrollment upon a
blank form supplied by the Executive Committee of the Austral-

has a regular committee
are devoted to paying the
ing expenses of the city mis-
and sixty-eight students have
have been led to subscribe in
nterest in the objects to which
majority are systematic and
can the significance of the fact
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asian Student Christian Union. If the applicant returns sixpence
with the form, he receives a numbered ribbon certificate of mem-
bership which serves as a book-mark, and often as a point of de-
parture for conversation upon the subject. The response to the
appeal has been splendid and the list is steadily increasing. The
great majority of the officers of the Union and of the leaders in
Christian work amongst students are enrolled; and by conversa-
tion, by letter, by judicious distribution of literature on the sub-
ject, and by meetings for the purpose, are working to extend
these Biblical principles of [giving. There have been some
remarkable conversions from slipshod and spasmodic habits of giv-
ing, and from the selfish idea of ownership to the godly principle
of stewardship. Already the finances of the Unions have begun to
feel the beneficial effects of the departure, and one looks forward
with great hopefulness to what this revival of giving upon busi-
ness-like and Biblical principles will mean in the providing of
funds for the varied activities of the Church at home and abroad.

The fundamental principle underlying the whole argument is
the recognition that life is a divine trust, that we are stewards
rather than owners, and that our possessions and talents are
trusts rather than gifts. ‘‘Let a man so account of us, as of min-
isters of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Here,
moreover, it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”
(1 Cor. 4:1,2.) So the question as to our own personal adoption
of these principles and consequent propagation of them will hinge
largely upon our willingness that He whom we call Master and
Lord shall really have the mastery and lordship of our lives.

THE STUDENTS OF LATIN COUNTRIES
Rev. JeaNn MoONNIER

It is in truth rather difficult to make a separate group of the
Latin nations. Paris, from the standpoint of higher culture, is
nearer to Berlin than it is to Salamanca, and there are deep differ-
ences between the French and the Spanish students.
however, common features and general needs.

I. The obstacles. Let us speak in the first place of the
obstacles encountered by our work. (1) Obstacles arising from our
small numbers. There are few Protestants in the Latin nations.
Among seventeen to eighteen million Spaniards there are only
twenty thousand Protestants; among thirty-one million Italians,

There are,
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seventy thousand; among thirty-eight to thirty-nine million inhab-
itants of France, a little more than seven hundred thousand.
There are consequently few Protestant students. We may per-
haps estimate their number in France at about one thousand. In
Paris among twelve thousand enrolled students, four hundred or
five hundred belong to our churches; in Lyons, among two thou-
sand there are sixty; but at Czn only three are known, and at
Clermont Ferrand we know of none. Even among those with
whom we are acquainted few are converted and few are willing to
give us their active codperation. (2) Obstacles arising from lack
of material resources. This difficulty does not exist in the large
towns of France where wealthy churches are to be found, but it
is a very great hindrance in Spain and in Italy, as well as in the
towns of France where our churches lack large means. (3) Obsta-
cles arising from the social environment and fro
moral influences. We Protestants are too few in
the moral atmosphere of our country;
influence which Catholicism and free t
is true that students and professors
direct influence of Catholicism, Its

wealthy families enticed by worldly influences, has no hold on
men of thought. In an indirect way, however, Catholicism reaches
us. It does not educate the conscience, and for a young man to
live among consciences which have not been developed is a trial
much to be feared.

In respect to the baneful influences which are prevalent in
student life, I will note among others two points. In the first
place it is generally admitted as a fixed principle in our Latin
nations that absolute purity is not to be required of young men.
Further, after allowance has been made for a certain religiousness,
a serious and respectful manner of considering science and des-
tiny, it will be seen that there is a marked intellectual antagonism
to revealed religion. A professor one day worded this in a typ-
ical sentence: “‘In the university, do you see, revelation, woilz
lennemi, that is the veriest enemy.”” All this does not prepare the
way before our work. A great number of Protestant young men
are carried away by the pervading indifference. Many spiritu-
ally-minded young men dare not speak of their convictions, know-
ing that they would be unfavorably received and would give rise to
jests, which are often blasphemies. Spiritual needs are little felt
and consciousness of sin is nearly wanting. There is no doubt
that one can do 4 great work in the hearts by carefully watching
for opportunities, by speaking a word in season, and by setting a
strong example. The land of Calvin and Pascal is capable of

m the pervading
number to create
we are obliged to suffer the
hinking prepare for us. It
are very little moved by the
propaganda, successful among
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doing miracles for God. All I mean to say is that the social envi-
ronment of our students is an obstacle, not a help. I think the
same can be said, in different degree, of the other Latin nations as
well as of France. In Italy and Spain more stress will be laid on
the influence of Catholicism and the restraining force of religious
tradition. In Spain the intolerance, which is fearful, and the
intellectual routine, which paralyzes investigators as well in scien-
tific research as in Christian thought, will be spoken of. The
danger of impurity is still greater. We will, however, every-
where have to battle against common enemies.

I1I. The work to be accomplished. What we have just said
is an indication of the character of the work to be pursued in our
universities and of the special type it is to represent. 1. It is
essentially a missionary enterprise. Since we have but few Prot-
estant students we must resolutely go to the whole student com:
munity. What a magnificent missionary field is to be seen in the
thirty-five thousand students of France, in the twenty-five thou-
sand of Italy, in the twelve thousand to thirteen thousand of Spain
and Portugal when these last two nations will be opened. What
strongholds to be evangelized are the Latin student quarters of
Paris, Naples and Rome, of Madrid and Coimbra. Great efforts
are being made to reach the workingmen of our manufacturing
districts, but for us the twelve thousand Parisian students present
a unique field of work. They will neither go into our churches nor
into our Associations, for they are Roman Catholics. The student
Christian Association is the God-sent agency, the only method by
which they may be reached. This work justifies the sacrifice it
calls for. If our nation is to be won to evangelical faith, how can
the professors and students, who represent in a special sense the
brain power, how can those who are the masters to-day and those
who will wield the scepter of influence to-morrow, be forgotten in
this enterprise ? From a practical point of view our Associations
will have to be as complete as possible, richly furnished with
means of attraction, with agencies for Christian work and for the
development of character. As the social environment is not good
our Associations must form a new environment. They will accord-
ingly be organized after a special type adapted to our needs, and
if I am well informed, more akin to what is being done in Ma’tdras’
for example, than to what is done in Yale or Oxford. We canno;:
b.e satisfied with religious meetings only, we must win the out-
siders to us, Students are attracted by books which they are not
a.ble to buy, though indispensable to them, and by a place well
lighted and heated where they can work. We shall therefore have
rooms for study and libraries as well furnished as possible with the
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most necessary books,

Students are attracted by the assistance
which their elders, more

advanced than they, can give them. We
will accordingly have to organize fellowship between students and
helpful relations between the older and younger students. The
younger will not be considered ag fags but as younger brothers
who will come to ask advice and direction. Extra lessons will be
given, auxiliary courses of study Preparing for the examinations
will be established. Our associations will be in this respect intel-

lectual mutual help societies. Students are attracted by a good

and cheap restaurant; it is desirable for us to have one ‘as well asa
gymnasium. In brief, we shoul

o ) d possess, as do the Young Men’s
Christian Associations in large Anglo-Saxon cities, buildings
where the students can find

. all that will be necessary to their
material welfare as well as to their intellectual and religious life.

As to this last and essentia] point our action will also be of a
spe.c1a1 character, We cannot confine our efforts to spiritual edifi-
cation. Only one who already has some faith can be edified; he

Students can work, tajy and pray together. We have not yet had
bull.dmgs. In places where Wwe have no premises of our own we
adv1se: our friends to meet together at each other's lodgings, to
'nto consideration the Situation of Christian students, tO
;rgamze parlor meetings, with lectures and discussion, at the
ome of a professor or Christian resident, But though generally

are not wanting in legitimate ambition.

ote the necessity of organizing the

The time has come to establish
Rome and Florence. In Rome
church lectures on the claims of
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Christianity. He attracts young men. He has a large influence
and ought to be the centre of the work. It seems to me that the
renting of a modest apartment in a house near the university (the
Sapienza) would be an excellent step. The students (about thirty
could be found) would be in close relation with the Young Men's
Christian Association promoted by Mr. Stokes, and would usefully
contribute to its work. In Florence the Vaudois Theological
School numbers twenty students. It is an admirable nucleus
around which the other students would group themselves. If every
American coming to admire Raphael’s rooms and the tomb of the
Medicis gave a thought to the students of Rome and Florence,
these Associations would soon have their fortune made. Some-
thing should certainly be attempted in Naples, but I have no posi-
tive information. In the universities it would not be possible to
have Associations, but very small circles of prayer and action could
be formed. In Spain it is naturally in Madrid that something will
have to be organized. I cannot say anything in regard to that.
My impression is that the work is not yet sufficiently developed.
It should, however, be prepared, encouraged and very closely fol-
lowed. In France the hour would have come at this present time
to extend our work and to expect to have a building in the near
future if the necessary resources were forthcoming. The build-
ing would be a very powerful agency. Our Association is growing.
It has had this year more than two hundred members and its influ-
ence has been exerted on a much larger number. It is alive
enough, strong enough, organized enough for that admirable
instrument, an Association building, to be entrusted to its full-
grown capacities. *

HOW MAY THE STUDENT MOVEMENTS OF THE OCCID;SNT
HELP THE STUDENT MOVEMENTS OF THE ORIENT?

Mr. Y. L. Hwanc

The student movements of the Occident have already helped
the student movement of China a great deal, notably by their
unceasing prayer answered by our Lord during the five years
which have elapsed since Mr. Mott came to China and founded the
national Young Men’s Christian Association and explained its
fundamental ideas. I will now mention some of the things in
which the student movements of the Occident have already helped

us; and would beg them to continue to help us along these lines

and to give us more seeds of suggestion and inspiration.
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They have already helped to introduce and develop the courses
of Bible study published by the Occident. These, translated into
Chinese, have been a great help both to the active and the associ-
ate members of our movement. The more truth and love they
understood from the Bible, the more devoted they became to the
Lord. Moreover, the ‘‘ Morning Watch” has been a great help
to the Christian students, and from this help we have obtained
many student volunteers. They have already aided the leaders of
our Associations to gain a better equipment, mentally as well as
spiritually, by helping to send them to the National Convention
and the International Federation Convention. By these means
they have already developed some native leaders, and have especi-
ally promoted our spiritual interests.

I wish you to know more about the importance of the Chinese
~scholars. First of all, I desire to tell who the Chinese scholars
are. (1). Those who are in mission schools. They are educated
by the missionaries. The mission schools are 1,871 in number,
and the pupils of all schools number 34,331. Two-fifths of them,
I estimate, are Christians. This includes primary schools, high
schools, and colleges. (2) Those who are in other schools of
Western learning. Such schools are supported by the Govern-
ment or by wealthy scholars and merchants. Such schools of
Western learning are very much like your government or state
schools or colleges, but I am sorry to say that most of them do not
make it possible for students to observe the Sabbath, and do not
allow Christianity to spread among the students. Some of them
are unwilling to accept a Christian as a pupil. (3) Those who
study for China’s great Governnmient Examinations. They are
educated by their own families. The average number of those
taking the three different examinations in China annually or tri-
ennially is seven hundred and fifty thousand. I notice that Mr.
Mott estimates that there are one hundred and fifty thousand
students in the colleges of America. China has more than four
times as many,

Let us next look at the importance of China’s students and
" scholars. They are important because they are China’s most

influential class. Students are more influential in China than in ‘
any other country. All the high and low officials of China are
promoted from among the scholars. The children of scholars are
honored for several generations. We say ‘“Si, Lung, Kon,
Shan,” that is, ““first scholars, second farmers, third manufac-
turers, fourth merchants.” We consider no man great but the
scholar. The greatest religion in China is Confucianism. Only
the scholars study the doctrine and philosophy of Confucius.
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The poor and ignorant do not even dare to worship Confucius.
They say, ‘‘We are not worthy, only the scholars are worthy to
do this.” When a great scholar dies, they build a temple in his
memory; for example, there are five such temples in Nanking.
In fact, you may say China’s only God is learning. Is there any
other country where the scholar is so honored? Everybody yields
to the scholars; even the Emperor depends entirely upon them.
Year before last, as you know, the reform leaders were very
powerful in the Empire. There were only about fifty reformers
in Pekin but they got hold of this great Empire. Why? Because
they were great scholars and the Emperor and the people trusted
them. They were overthrown afterwards. Why? Because most
of the other scholars were not with them. One great and power-
ful scholar has more influence than ten thousand uneducated
people.

The Chinese scholars are important because they know how
to teach the people. They know the history of each dynasty; they
understand the moral philosophy of the greatest sage of China, and
the philosophies of the one hundred prominent philosophers; they
know the classics; they know the law of China; they are beautiful
writers and composers. If they understand the Gospel they can
make better witnesses, If they will confess and love Jesus Christ
as their personal Saviour, they will teach their fellow countrymen
to do so. They are really as the wind, and the people as the
weeds. The weeds must bend to the wind.

The Chinese scholars are important because vast numbers of
them are comparatively young and can be changed. The old
people do not wish to change anything which has been long estab-
lished. Their hearts are deep-rooted in the old doctrine of China,
They have no idea of changing anything. But the young people
are just the opposite. This is well illustrated in the reformers
and anti-reformers of the last two years. If we now make an
effort to lead the young scholars to be Christians, spiritual and
moral foundations will be established firmly in China. They will
surely be changed from hate to love, from selfishness to unselfish-
ness, from pride to meekness, from uncleanness to purity. The

fruits of the Spirit will be manifest,—namely, joy,

peace, long-
suffering,

gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance.
Moreover, the Western civilization and sciences an

will flourish, following after these. If they know how to serve the
invisible God, of course they can love their visible brethren. They
will stand up firmly to show His glory, and they will work loyally
for their country and their fellow people. Ah! this is a critical
time for the young men of China. You could not save them fifty

d knowledge
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years ago because the time had not yet come, and you will not be
able to save them fifty years later because the opportune time will
have passed. What can be done to help the students and scholars?
Start right away to save them. Send more capable and spiritual
young men to inaugurate missionary work in the different parts
of China where nothing is now being done. Also send more
secretaries to plant and develop Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciations in the important centres. Establish museums, libra-
ries, reading rooms, lecture halls, and service halls in connection
with the Associations. Thus you can attract the young scholars
to come where you can reach them withthe Gospel. Let religious
as well as scientific books be translated into Chinese and be scat-
tered among the scholars of the interior provinces of the Empire.
This will help to open their eyes and hearts. May God help you

to think of other ways of extending His Kingdom among the stu-
dents of my country.

Now is the most critical time China has passed through during
the past four thousand years. There will be a great change after
the present war. We are not now concerned as to whether she will
be partitioned by the powers or ruled by her own rulers; but we
should be concerned that there are four hundred million souls in
China who know not Christ. We want to save these souls far more
than any particular government. It is quite clear that after this
war the people will be in a great hurry to seek for Western sciences
and Western ideas of government, and their morality. I will go
back. I remember Mr. Ibuka of Japan said that in Japan during
the past thirty years civilization had been going upward, but that
the morality of the people seemed to have gone backward. I wish
rather that China's four hundred million souls be saved than that
China should be a powerful but corrupt country.

China needs many more godly, educated missionaries. China
needs help mentally as well as spiritually. China knows that
there is a God, for that has been stated in many places in the Four
Books and Five Classics; but the people for thousands of years
have not worshiped Him, because they did not understand His
truth. Therefore, they have sought for heathen gods to worship
as in Buddhism, Taouism and some other heathen doctrines.
They are really like the Israelites of old. They only dread but do-
not love Him. So when they meet any danger or trouble, they
often say, ‘“O Heaven, why dost thou punish us so severely? We
are really great sinners.” O Christian brethren, will you not

sympgthize with these ignorant and misguided people? Love:
them in deed and in truth,



HOW MAY THE STUDENT MOVEMENTS OF THE OCCIDENT
HELP THE STUDENT MOVEMENTS OF THE ORIENT?*

Rev. S. V. KARMARKAR

Human nature is alike all the world over. Similarly, I might
say, students are alike all the world over. They have their d@-
culties, encouragements, opportunities and ambitions. There: is
a great deal which is common to all, and hence it is not at all im-
possible for the students of the Occident to help the students of
the Orient. Especially in India it is becoming more and more
easy for the Western students to associate with and work among
the Indian students, for each can interchange his thought with the
other in the English tongue. Our students are now studying with
great avidity the Western thought.  Once a classmate of mine, a
graduate of the Bombay University in Arts and Law, said to me,
“Herbert Spencer is my god; I worhip him as I would my own
gods.” The tendency of the Indian students in general and of
those who receive instruction in non-Christian colleges in particu-
lar, is towards modern agnosticism. By constantly reading such
literature they have formed the false opinion that the majority of
the English and American people are liberal thinkers, It is only
a few Christian faddists who are anxious to propagate the religion
of Christ through the missionaries. If the World’s Student
Christian Federation can disabuse the Indian mind of this totally
false impression, it will have done a signal service to the cause of
Christ. . )

Indian thought is now gradually being moulded and domi-
nated by the youths of India, who have received their education in
the Indian as well as foreign universities. A great army of news-
paper editors and writers is rising from among the numerous col-
leges and schools. Since many of these students belong to the
higher castes, they are ashamed to engage in manual labor. As
there are not government and other private posts enough to go
round, they turn to their pen, as a last resource, and wield it for
their own maintenance, as well as according to their belief for the
good of their country. But these men are not deep students.
Whatever superficial knowledge they may have acquired during
their college life, they try to build their theories and ideas upon it.
They do not ransack every nook and corner to obtain a thorough
insight into the subject they take up. They have not as yet
attained power of research, which the Occidental sty

dent possesses.
*Rev. V. Honda of Japan also read a paper on this subject, but his paper was not
received in time to be included in this report,
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However, the Indian journalists are now influencing, to a very
" great extent, Indian thought. The cultured mind must ultimately
manifest its ascendency over the illiterate. Here the World’s
Student Christian Federation has a large sphere of usefulness. It
can be most helpful by showing to the Indian students the proper
methods of study and also by counteracting the evil influences of
the press through its Christian writings.
New surroundings require new methods. There are four
and a half million scholars in our schools and colleges; four
hundred and forty thousand of these are learning the English
* language. I can safely say that there are now over a million
in India who know English. To:-carry on Christian work
among Indian students the present force of workers is quite
inadequate. We have only about eight college secretaries in the
Indian Christian student movement. What are they among so
many? Merely a drop in the ocean! To influence the students
personal intercourse is necessary. If it were not for the personal
touch of Christ with humanity we would not have known the love
of God or the gift of eternal life. There must be a direct contact
with students to insure any great results. Mr. Wilder's efforts in
Poona among students were very successful. There were several
cases of genuine conversion that came under my personal observa-
tion. Iam glad I had an opportunity to help some of them. I
was informed just as I was leaving India that through Mr. Mac
Cowen’s personal efforts in Rangoon, three young men connected
with the student department have been converted. Two of them
have received baptism and the third is soon to be baptized—prob-
ably he is already baptized. Another Rajput student, who stayed
in the Madras Young Men’s Christian Association hostel and who
studied the Scriptures with Mr. McConaughy, has written to him
to arrange for his baptism.  He is probably baptized now. One
of several students who have been converted in connection with
the student work in Calcutta has gone to Rangoon, and, while
supporting himself by his work, gives all his spare time and a con-
siderable portion of his income also to carrying on the student
branch of the work in that city. The Student Camp at Beas, at
which sixty students were present, and which was a conference of
marked spiritual power, was arran ged and conducted almost wholly
by Indian young men. Thus it is obvious that the personal
elell?ent in Christian work is a great factor in bringing souls to
Christ.  The student movements of the Occident can be most
helpful by obtaining college Young Men’s Christian Association

secretaries for the different student centres in India,

The university settlement scheme, suggested by Mr. Mec-
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Conaughy, our energetic General Secretary, will be productive of
great results. The student movement should urge upon Christian
graduates to go to India for a term of three years to work in these
Association settlements. One of the members of this settlement
should be a medical man. His presence will be very helpful to
the students both physically and spiritually. These would be liv-
ing links between the Occident and Orient and prove very effec-
tual in reaching the Indian students.

There may be many Western graduates who are not able to
come to India, but who Woulg be willing to correspond with these
students who are inquiring after the truth. For such a corre-
spondence chain should be formed by the World’s Christian Fed-
eration which would enable the parties to interchange their ideas
by writing. This might lead to some conversions. I read some-
where that the great naturalist, Romanes, was drawn to Christ
through the correspondence which passed between him and a mis-
sionary in Japan.

In conclusion, allow me to say that India is now an open door.
Under the providence of God, famine and plague, as well as edu-
cational and missionary efforts, are paving the way for the accept-
ance of the Gospel. Caste prejudices are gradually dying out.
Among three hundred millions in India there are at work only
three thousand missionaries of various religious bodies. Thatisto
say, one missionary to one hundred thousand people, or, in other
words, one missionary to two cities like Versailles. We need as
soon as possible one thousand devoted young men full of the Holy
Ghost to work among the students, to help in the orphanages and
to open up fields where no Christian worker has entered. The
World’s Student Christian Federation should urge upon young
men to go to this field which is now quite ready to receive
the Gospel. Finally, brethren, pray for India. Pray for its mis-
sionaries, for its workers among students, for its Indian Christians,
for its thousands of students.

A MESSAGE FROM THE STUDENT MOVEMENT OF HOLLAND

Mr. L. E. BranbpT
Mr. J. A. L. Hovy

The first part of this paper contained a discussion about the correspond-
ence between the Dutch and English groups with regard to the South-African
war. As some explanations given by Mr. Lenwood on behalf of the Student
Volunteer Missionary Union proved that the question brought up by the Dutch
movement had become an object of serious thought and that a brotherly under
standing had become possible, we believe it to be unnecessary to inZist an{r
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further. This paper will therefore try to prove the necessity which imposes
itself on the Federation of studying the problems of moral and social life.

We are one in our Lord. We believe with you that the deep-
ening of our spiritual life is an object which demands our medita-
tion and our prayer. We believe with you that the Holy Spirit is
our only fountain of power. But we are thankful for the oppor-
tunity of saying here at this meeting that we have often felt that
in the revelation of the spiritual life in this Federation elements
have remained latent which we consider of high importance.

We feel the force of the words of Jesus, ‘‘ Ye are the light of
the world.” We consider that this word has its fulfillment in this,
that it is given to the disciples of Jesus to find their way in the
questions of life on the one condition that they are willing obedi-
ently to follow Him and that therein the opportunity is given them
to be a blessing to others. The Bible gives us very few direct indi-
cations about the rules of common life in state and society, in sci-
ence and art, but it is our conviction that the disciple of Jesus who
really wishes to be such in all these realms is able to see the truth
there not as an intellectual formula, but as a principle of life,
which gives the power to live according to the truth. For this
reason we believe it to be our calling as disciples of Jesus to
' examine the different questions of our social and political life,
praying that He may give us the answer.

We are all students now and shall be the leaders of nations,
which in our days are shocked to their innerfnost by all these
problems to which they know no answer. Fs it not.our duty to
ask ourselves in earnest what Christ is w1lln.1g to give us to be
able to give an answer to these burning questions? We ourselfves
cannot separate the work of the Church fro.m the general welfare
of the nations which are still called Christian natlor.ls. In thgse
words, ‘ Christian nations,” we see a beautiful creation of God in
history; but at the same time we do not ignore thei fact. that th.ls
very same idea is onie about which a great strife is going on in
our days. We see arising amidst the nations and asserting itself
with ever greater stress the social question; and further we see a
movement which, especially on the continent, has at its disposal
greater personal power, untiring energy and great self-confidence—
:3:11 éiem.ocracy. This socialism, with its mate‘:rialistic cre.ed anti
hi dingetpht;:;’e %‘]';’gfam, robbiflg the nations of 1dea‘l anfi faith bu
sands even ifloth ery by promise of bread and equality, is for thou-
Victory i o the Ztudent world the representative of justice. Its
destroyed, bt iteisi?at of the Kingdom of God, which cannot be
long ?—of the power ef weakening for a time—who knows for how

of the Gospel over the nations.
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And this is why we put to ourselves the question: Do we
from our side as a Federation of Christian students do what can
be done to prevent this? We wish to impose no definite rules; we
are not called to do this. But let us examine this social question
in the light of the Word of God. We cannot all become econo-
mists, but are we enough convinced of the fact that most social
questions are in the root ethical questions? It is our duty to state
the principles upon which these questions can find an answer.
What is evangelization among the poor, what is philanthrophy in
all its branches as long as we cannot at the same time well esti-
mate the great influence poverty has on moral life, as long as we
cannot rightly value from an ethical point of view the causes of
pauperism ? What position shall we take in regard to the working-
men when we cannot explain the moral importance of the differ-
ent elements in the workingmen’s movement? We shall have to
know what are their motives for their struggle to arrive at better
conditions of work and at a greater economical and political inde-
pendence. We shall have to clearly discriminate so as to avoid
the double danger, either to serve the interests of those who sim-
ply want to help the workingmen in a state of slavery, or to
strengthen among the workingmen the spirit of cupidity, ambition
and egotism.

If we wish our nations to remain Christian nations, shall we
then not have to do more than we have done until now ? *¢ Chris-
tian nations,” do not these words remind us of the heathen nations
which have been brought into contact with the Christian world by
the development of international communication ? How often are
we blinded by the fact that this contact procures immediate
advantages for missions while we forget the other awful fact that
the Christian powers are so obviously led in their colonial politics
only by commercial and industrial interests ? How often is not the
extension of their sphere of influence not the growth of the King- .
dom of Christ, but of the empire of mammon? ¢ Christian
nations!” How much in the inner life as well as in the outward
appearance is not diametrically opposite to this epithet ** Chris.
tian” ?

And let us remember that for many of the more educated
people the ideal which opposes itself to these egotistic thoughts is
not any longer religion, but learning. And how often is not
learn.mg the servant of a renewed but not less powerful paganism ?
Can it .be that we are here face to face with the fatal consequeuces
of a 3111stake made by the ancient Church ? The last Pagan uni
versity did not close its doors because it had not been beaten b-

spiritual weapons, but because imperial decree abolished it. Pagan.
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ism is not dead. And now just go and ask what ideas about mar-
riage, free love, neomalthusianism, moral responsibility of crim-
inals, etc., are commonly current in our days among the educated
classes; and if then you shudder before the moral anarchy which
reveals itself, remember that these ideas are not formulated by
immoral men to hide their corruption, but are rung out as maxims
of learning before which every one bows who no longer wants to
be counted among the narrow-minded and the laggers behind.

We might think that those who stand in practical life as indus-
trials or merchants might look down upon learning as a worldly
power and as a weapon that ought to be left in the hands of the
world. But we students cannot, may not, and will not do this.
We look upon learning as the high power that will enable us to
give our full power to the work which waits us in the future.

What ought to be our position with regard to learning? Isit
not our duty to seek with all our might for a solution of these
problems which will reveal that, in harmony with our Christian
faith, truth is always the witness of that which is good, is always

divine truth? In this way we shall be able to arm ourselves while
we also can guard others against the influence of these general
philosophical dogmas which dominate the method of thought
everywhere, which imperceptibly step into every demonstration,
and yet are often very dangerous and in conflict with the princi-
ples of the Kingdom of God. Is it right to speak of deepening our
spiritual life when at the same time we neglect the investigation
of all these problems which dominate the spiritual life of our time ?
We speak for example of conversion in personal life, but we
ought to know as well what is meant by evolution in spiritual
things. Conversion and evolution represent two entirely opposite
ways of looking at life. Life is very complicated and yet a unity.
Confusion in intellectual things and uncertainty in moral things
must make themselves felt by a weakening of our sincerity toward
God. It is possible in this way that by the neglect of the intel-
lectual and moral interests our religious life becomes so abnormal
that while we have the feeling that our spiritual life is highly
strung, we are unconsciously led to resist the Kingdom of God.

If the Federation were able to take to heart these interests
f:llso, if where it feels its own incompetence it succeeds in attach-
ing to it men who are able enough, we believe we shall accomplish
what is one of our principal aims, to reach those who live with-
out the Gospel, They see around them modern paganism, a fin-

ished system, glowing with all the prestige that can be given to it
by the fact that it has learning on its side. Do not let them find
us, we pray, disregarding the questions which occupy their
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thought, looking down upon the good for which they fight—a
thing which happens only too often—but let them see inus a
strong faith which is the fountain of an energetic activity which
wishes to prove true that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge, that God has created heaven and earth, that in God is
the ground of all things, and that therefore the knowledge of God
is the knowledge of all things. In this respect the neglect one is
sorry to find often with Christians may perhaps be one of the
answers which ought to be given to the question so often heard
at our conferences: How is it that so few students accept Jesus
Christ as Saviour ?

Dear brethren, we are at the end of what we had tosay. Aswe
have already said, we are glad to be present at this Conference as
members of a Federation of Christian students which stands for
the glory of the Gospel. This is your ideal; we have no other.
We have openly said what we have missed in your defence of our
mutual ideal. May our fraternal unity help us to transform our
common desire into common prayer, that by prayer we may arrive
at an energetic activity.

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN NATIONAL STUDENT MOVE-
MENTS: THEIR DEFINITION AND HOW TO PRO-
| MOTE THEM

Rev. K. M. ECKHOFF

The encouraging view we have had in the report. of our Gen-
eral Secretary at this conference shows a five years’ rising tide in
Christian life and work among the students of the world, which is
a free gift of our Heavenly Father and our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. We are glad to Witne§s this
increasing harvest and thank God for it as His harvest, but it has
not been produced without the help of human laborers, and that
such have been found everywhere is certainly in not a small
degree due to the united prayers and efforts of our World's Student
Christian Federation. And so we ought to be thankful to God
and to those Christian men, and especially our beloved General
Secretary, whom He used to give us this way for coSperation and
to promote helpful relationships among our movements. These
relationships, if properly used, have yet greater things in store for "
the future. Unity is power and right relationships insure growth.
‘“All the body fitly framed and knit together through that which
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every joint supplieth, according to the working in due measure of
each several part, maketh the increase.” (Eph. 4: 16.)

But what should characterize right relationships between our
student movements? The Word of God, speaking of nations as
disciples (Matt. 28: 19, ‘“Make disciples of all the nations”); or
of classes (John the Baptist in his preaching); or of individuals,
gives us the best illustrations for the relationships of the disciples
of Christ. These disciples shall in Him be to one another, friends
(John 15:15); brethren (Matt. 12: 50); branches in the same vine
(John 15: 5); members of the one body (1 Cor. 12: 13). And in
this light our different national student movements also shall act
toward one another. Our movements should be friendly,—ready
to make known what they have received from God, loyal to one
another, telling the truth in all cases, and “‘in lowliness of mind
each counting other better than himself.” (Phil. 2: 8.) They
should be as brethren,—ready to give and to receive in mutual
care, willing to stand by one another and, in cases of criticism,
defend one another. They should be as branches in the vine,—
intimate, sympathetic and closely bound together in the same
Spirit that they may bring forth more fruit, They should be as
members of the one body,—mutually helpful, bearing one
another’s burdens, recognizing their dependence upon one another.
No movement should live only unto itself, but should give itself to
the other movements,

On the other hand, between friends and brethren there should
be no selfishness, thatis, unwillingness to give; no pride, that is,
unwillingness to receive; no thought such as this, “Am I my
brother’s keeper ?” and no jealousy as shown by an Ishmael or an
Esau. There must be no prejudice and ignorance in the branches
of the true vine to stop the sap, and no animosity or ‘“‘root of
bitterness” in such a Christian body to hinder the edifying of
itself in love. And finally, let the right relationships between the
Christian student movements be felt working. We have an old
proverb in Norway to this effect, *‘Travel often the path to thy
friend, otherwise grass shall grow upon it.”

How shall we promote right relationships between our move-
ments? Look at the Paris Exposition and see how business men
and nations appreciate the value of relationships and use the
Present opportunity to make the most of them. They are bring-
ing not only their products, workmanship, art and science, but as
' fa? as possible a knowledge of their whole land and its progress to

this gathering of the civilized world. It gives us much to think of.

Ifet our gatherings, brethren, in a spiritual way, be something
like this ‘ Rue des Nations,”
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I should also draw your attention to the ordinary political
relationships established between the nations. They all have
ambassadors, consuls, and men sent to foreign lands for special
tasks and study, regularly reporting to the home land every matter
of interest. They have in their government a foreign department
corresponding with outside lands and peoples, working in organic
relation to the other departments and their own people. Let us
be willing to learn for the Christian work: (1) Not to be afraid
—as some really are—to have and send visiting representatives
between our national or internmational student movements, not
only to the conferences, but also to the different Unions to see
their work and as far as possible to promote it according to the
diversities of gifts. (2) To get residing representativesin foreign
lands who from time to time would give reports concerning the
Christian student- life and work in their country. We have our
‘¢ Exchange List and Directory ’; let the men on this list serve, if
no other relations are established, as our consuls, procuring and
reading as far as possible, reports, pamphlets, periodicals, and
help in other things needed. This list is by no means used as
much as it could be. Perhaps it ought to be more widely spread.
(8) A foreign department, that is, an inter-university committee,
not too large, would be helpful to every movement and Union, to
be the official hand for giving and receiving, the channel for ordi-
nary relationships, through which all can be known everywhere,
that all things may be proved and that which is good held fast—
mutatis mutandss. But it must always be kept in mind that such
a committee should only be a channel. The relationships belong
to the movements themselves, to the Unions, to the individual
members. Everyone has the right and the responsibility of being
through them in a prayerful all-including brotherhood. And,
therefore, especially in our common Universal Day of Prayer for
Students, the right relationships through the world-wide student
field in the light of the Word of God and the name of Jesus Christ

through the Holy Spirit, the aim and joy of all of us should be
ut omnes unum sint! ’ !

THE PLACE OF PRAYER IN OUR WORK
Mr. Joun R. Mort

Prayer should have a prominent
movements and Unions,
largest and most enduring
been given a large place,

. place in all our student
The organizations which have had the

results are those in which Prayer has
This seems to be the reason why some
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Associations which are less favorably situated and equipped than
others are wielding the greatest influence. Prayer is the great
means of promoting the spiritual power of any Christian move-
ment. The chief source of its power is not in the perfection of the
organization, not in the size and personnel of its membership, not
in its well-appointed material equipment, not in its prestige as a
result of achievements, even those of a spiritual character, not in
the ability and popularity of its leaders, not in a shrewd and far-
sighted policy. God is the real source of all spiritual power, and
His power is communicated in answer to prayer.

The highest efficiency of every department and aspect of the
work of a Christian Union depends on prayer. Would we have
religious meetings of power and fruitfulness? This is the secret.
If the leaders of the meetings would devote more time to prayer-
ful preparation alone with God than they spend speaking before
men, what a change it would make in our religious gatherings !
The success of a meeting does not depend alone on the spiritual
preparedness of the leader. Let those who attend, whether they
are to participate in a public way or not, cultivate the habit of
coming to religious services and meetings in the attitude of prayer
and of keeping themselves in the spirit of prayer. It will not only
react helpfully on themselves but also increase the effectiveness of
the leader and result in more blessing coming into the lives of
others. Prayer is essential also in connection with the Bible study
carried on in our Unions. Without prayer such study is likely to
become purely intellectual. ~Accompanied by prayer it need be
no less intellectual, but will result in deeper spiritual insight and
greater appropriating power. The Holy Spirit must interpret
what the Holy Spirit has inspired. Therefore, if the members of
our Bible circles would understand the deep things of revela-
tion and experience their transforming influence, let them carry
on all their Bible studies in prayerful dependence upon the Spirit
of God.

Would we have - spiritual awakenings in our universities ?
Then let us heed the teaching of Finney, the eminent evangelist,
that a spiritual awakening may be expected when Christians have
the spirit of prayer for an awakening. Prayer must accompany
the personal dealing of our members with their unbelieving fellow
students, if such efforts are to result in real conversions. Men are

not converted by the influence of human personality, not by logic,

not by striking facts and incidents, not by the truth, not by the
Word of God

» but by the Spirit of the living God using these
factoIrs. lAnd the Spirit works in answer to prayer.
na

1 our Unions and movements we need more workers, and



C 79
‘WorLD'S STUDENT CONFERENCE

more leaders. Christ’s method of securing Fhem .is not onl;:D sg;fe |
gested by His example in spending tl.le .mght in prayer eand
choosing His Apostles but also clearly indicated in His conclltr; Ort];
“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, tl.lat he sen o
laborers into his harvest.” Other e.xamples mlg}lt be g1vetnined
these will suffice to show that all fruitful, aggressive a.nd. susta o
effort depends upon prayer. Too many Christian societies a:f e
pending for their motive power apRarently more upon n.atu'r a.u
external forces than upon divine l.1fe a.nd energy springing up
from within as a result of communion with God. . .
Another reason why prayer should have a Promment pl.ace' in
our work is that prayer is the greatest force which an orgamzatloz
of Christians can wield. It is our most potent taleni.:. Thou]gJ
from a human point of view some movements and Unions may be
stronger than others, in this most vital respect tl}eyt all possess
1 opportunities. Without doubt our greatest sin is the sin of
equ‘a i i to use this mighty power of prayer; because all other
0.1111tt1ng be traced to this one. What blessings we have withheld
P elves, from our student communities and from the world
‘from olulc::in tile ministry of intercession. What right have we to
;za?r:g;nappgl"opriated and unapplied the power which God has
inted for the salvation and transformation of men, and for the
i and extension of spiritual movements? The wonderful
creatlonhieved by bands of students who have wielded this force
WOl‘k: ctimulat:e us to go forth to raise up in all our movements
shou! 1: will be mighty as intercessors. Our Associations should
be mot O1 schools of education—educating men concerning the
3\? ngto(;fngod and concerning His Kingdom in the world; not only
tr:i;ing schools—training men.in .methods of work; not or.ll.y;
hools in self-sacrifice—cultivating in men the self-denying spiri
S; Christ; but also and pre€minently schools of prayer. The
:riumglfs ’of prayer in the early Church Werc.a indeed great; b1.1t
should we not expect the most ma.rve%ous triumphs .of prayer in
these days of unprecedented opportunity, of great unions and fed- -
erations of Christians, of larger knowledge of the Scriptures and
of the work which God wishes to have done throughout the world?
How may we promote the prayer life of our movements ?
Let us in all our Unions get the members to read such books on
prayer as Murray’s ‘‘With Christ in the School
‘“ The Ministry of Intercession”;
Moule’s “‘Secret Prayer.”
prayer in all our languag
There are pamphlets, also,
members, Among many

of Prayer,” and
Phelps’s ““The Still Hour ”; and
There are other valuable books on
es which should be widely used,
which should be circulateq among the

which have appeared in different lan-
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guages attention may be called to “The Practice of the Presence
. of God” by Brother Lawrence, “Secret Prayer a Great Reality”
by Henry Wright, and ‘‘Prayer and Missions’”” by Robert E. Speer.

The use of prayer cycles should be extended in all student
communities. We need to place students on their guard against
the perils in connection with the use of a prayer circle—especially
the peril of formality. Among the advantages of using this help
to prayer are that it promotes definiteness, unselfishness, fruitful-
ness, thankfulness, and continuance in prayer.

The promotion of devotional Bible study will always result in
more prayerfulness in our Unions. The Bible is the great and
authoritative text-book on prayer. It alone makes us acquainted
not only with God, with Christ, and with the Holy Spirit but also
with ourselves and with the world from God’s point of view. It
also reveals to us the work which God desires us to do in the world
and how best to accomplish it. It will be recognized at once,
therefore, how indispensable Bible study is to the man who would
pray aright. It should be pointed out that the proper study of the

Scriptures is a great help in freeing one from the peril of formal-
ity in prayer, because it tends to keep the realities of our faith
vivid and commanding. Experience proves that when a man
neglects the study of the Word of God, he invariably weakens in
his prayer life. '

The members of the Unions should be incited to cultivate the
habit of secret prayer. Just in proportion as in this way the hid-
den prayer life of the movement is developed, will be its out-going
energy and blessing in the student world. The movement the
members of which are most faithful in seeking God’'s face in
secret is the movement which He honors with the most marked
manifestations of His presence and power.

The value of united prayer should also be emphasized. The
teaching of Christ and the practice of the Christians in the Apos-
tolic Age enforce the advantages of united prayer. The experi-
ence of Christian societies of students in all parts of the world
which have promoted union in prayer, constitutes a record of

vmighty spiritual triumphs. It would be difficult to mention any
great or extensive spiritual movement or awakening among stu-

df:nts which has not had as one of its principal causes the asso-
ciated prayers of men of faith in God.
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE WORLD’S
STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION

I. PrincipaL FacTs oF PROGRESS SINCE THE EISENACH
CONFERENCE

The two years which have passed since we met at Eisenach
have been characterized by progress in all the movements of which
the Federation is composed. Taking the whole world into con-
sideration it may be said that the development of the student
movement has been nothing less than remarkable. This develop-
ment has been symmetrical as well as extensive. There are facts
of encouragement to record in connection with every department
and aspect of the work.

1. The number of Christian associations in affiliation with
the Federation is now fully fourteen hundred. Over one hundred
new organizations have been formed during the two years. In
addition to these new societies the Student Young Women’s Chris-
tian Associations of the United States and Canada have been
affiliated. By this act of affiliation the oldest, largest and strong-
est movement among women students has become an organic part
of the world-wide student Federation.

2. In the work among medical and other professional stu-
dents in the large cities there has been real progress. The work
in the medical colleges and in the hospitals of London has assumed
such proportions that one secretary has devoted his entire time to
promoting its development. In Amsterdam the work of the past
year has been attended with much encouragement. In Colombo,
Ceylon, an Association has been organized among the medical stu-
dents. The American and Canadian movement has set apart a
secretary to organize and to guide the work among the students of
the large cities of North America. Possibly the strongest metro-
politan student movement is that of Chicago.

3. In all parts of the world more and better directed efforts
have been put forth than ever before on behalf of school boys.
In Germany and Great Britain where such work has been con-
ducted for many years, the results have continued to be satisfac-
tory. School b9ys’ camps have been inaugurated successfully also
in Holland, Switzerland, Sweden, India and America. The stu-
dent movement of Japan has succeeded in organizing As
in several government academies or schools for boys,
ican movement has followed the precedent of the Ge

sociations
The Amer-
rman move-
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ment in appointing a secretary to devote himself entirely to work

among school boys. Work among school boys is of great impor-
tance to all our student movements because the gymnasia and other
preparatory schools are the keys to the universities, and also be-

cause the boys in these schools are at the age when they are most
susceptible to religious impressions,

4. The student conferences
have been largely attended and ha
The most notable gatherings of t
Volunteer Conference in Londo

vention of the College Young Men’
China held at Shanghai,

held in the different countries
ve exercised a helpful influence.
he past two years have been the

It has given a mighty impetus to the cause of missions throughout
the Protestant student centres of Europe. Among the many stu-
dent summer conferences held in various parts of the world appar-
ently the strongest and most fruitful have been the Northfield

, the one held at Lake Geneva in the State of Wiscon-
sin, the Scandinavian Conference held in Norway, and the two
gatherings of Australasia,

5. In connection with the various student movements of the
world about one hundred new pamphlets and books have been
issued since the Eisenach Conference. This marks the largest
‘increase in literature bearing on student work ever made in such a
period. Itisan encouraging fact because an enlarging literature
is an indication not only that the movements are growing, but also
that the problems and work of these movements are receiving
more attention and thought. The Scandinavian, British and
American movements have had the largest increase in the number
of publications. The periodical of the German movement records
the greatest increase in circulation, When the objects of an official
organ of a national Christian student movement are borne in mind
it may be said that the periodicals of the Japanese and Chinese

movements have in most Tespects held the lead during the past
two years,

6. The financial status of
more satisfactory than at the
There are indications that the
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7. Viewing the world as a whole it is significant and cheering
to note that the number of conversions among students continues
to increase. From all parts of the Federation field during the
past two years there have come inspiring reports of students
entering the Kingdom of God. Some of the most remarkable
spiritual awakenings in the history of Christianity have taken
place at student centres in Europe, America and Asia. This is
notably true of China, the Scandinavian countries, Scotland, the
United States and Canada. The revival at Yale University was
the most extensive and thorough religious movement carried on
among students in recent years, and the study of its causes, of the
method of its conduct, and of the conservation of results is most
instructive. It is interesting to notice the inc
which is being placed by our movements on associated personal
work of Christian students on behalf of their fellow students as
not only a Scriptural but also one of the most practical and fruitful
methods of influencing men to accept Christ as their personal
Saviour and Lord.

8. In every country the student years 1898.99 and 1899-1900
have witnessed advance steps in the promotion of Bible study.
It means much to state that the number of students who are
studying the Christian Scriptures is constantly increasing in all
parts of the world, even in non-Christian lands. Itis a yet more
impressive fact that the quality of the Bible study carried on in
connection with all our movements is improving. Systematic
and progressive courses of Scripture studies are being prepared in
several countries, and they are being more wisely adapted to meet
the conditions of student life than was the case a few years ago.
The movement which has made the greatest relative pro-
gress in Bible study within the past two years is that of Australasia.
There have also been gratifying developments in Germany, Hol-
land, Japan and South Africa. The four years’ Cycle of Bible
study now being issued by the North American movement seems
to be meeting with more favor than any other Bible course pre-
pared for students. One of the chief causes, if not the chief
cause, of the great progress in Bible study is the improved leader-
ship of the classes or circles. Some of our movements wisely
Tecognize how vital this point is, and are devoting much attention
by normal classes at summer conferences and by other means to
training students for this work.

9. The missionary interest among students continues to
spread and to deepen. A scholarly study of missions is b
promoted by the movements in several countries where a
time ago no opportunities for such study were afforded. To

reasing emphasis

eing
short
facil-
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itate this study special text-books have been prepared, notably
those issued by the British and American movements. Some of
these books have had a very large circulation, and have been
introduced into the curricula of important universities and col-
leges. This educational missionary work carried on by the stu-
dent movements is rendering a great service to the cause of Christ
by insuring a more intelligent leadership of the missionary forces
of the Church. The number of students offering themselves for
foreign service still grows, not only in Britain and America, but
also in Germany, Scandinavia, Australasia, South Africa, and
other lands. Moreover, a larger number of student volunteers
have completed their studies and gone out to the mission fields
during the last two years than in any similar period in the past.

The Volunteer Movement has been extended to Holland and
Finland, which two years ago were the only Protestant portions of
the world not reached in an organized form. It is one of the most
wonderful facts in the life of the Church that just at this time,
when the entire world is open to the proclamation of the Gospel,
the students of Protestant Christendom are united in the common
purpose to preach Christ to every creature.

II. A Five YEars’ ConTRAST: THE STUDENT Work
IN 1895 AnD 1N 1900

Attention has been called to the great facts of progress during
the two years which have elapsed since the Eisenach: Conference.
It will be still more impressive to contrast the student work of
1900 with that of 1895 before the Federation was organized.
These five years constitute the most eventful and significant period
in the religious history of the student world. In 1895 there were
nine hundred student Christian Associations or Unions in universi-
ties, colleges, or higher schools; now there are fourteen hundred.
Then forty-five thousand students and professors were members
of such societies; now the number is nearly, if not quite, sixty-five
thousand. Then there were ten national student movements;
now there are fifteen. At that time the various national move-
ments were isolated, and their members were comparatively igno-
Tant of the work of Christ among the students in lands other than
their own; now we have the World’s Student Christian Federa-
tion, which unites all the Christian student movements of the
world, which has set these movements to acting and reacting upon
each other most helpfully, and which has not only made the stu-
dents of each land intelligent concerning those of other nations
and races, and brought them into Sympathy with each other, but
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also has developed among them a world consciousness. Then
there were only thirty-eight secretaries spending all or the larger
part of their time in Christian work among students; this year
there are one hundred and one. Then there were twenty-one
buildings, valued at £80,000, devoted to the work of student
Christian associations; now there are thirty-nine valued at
over £200,000. In 1895 there were held ten national student
conferences, attended by twenty-six hundred student delegates;
during the past year there have been twenty such conferences,
with an attendance of over fifty-two hundred students. Then
there were less than fifty pamphlets and books published in the
interest of the various student movements; now there are nearly
two hundred. The six periodicals of national student movements
then in existence had a combined circulation of about six thou-
sand; the number of periodicals has since increased to thirteen,
having a circulation of fully twenty thousand. Then there were
spiritual awakenings reported in but three or four countries;
since then the number of conversions among students has increased
year after year, and during the past year alone there have been
spiritual awakenings in nearly every land included in the Federa-
tion. In those days there were eleven thousand students in the
Bible classes and circles of the various Christian Associations;
to-day the number is over twenty-five thousand. In that year
there were about two thousand students in mission study classes;
during the past year the number was nearly five thousand. Then
the Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions had been
organized in two countries; now it includes students not only of
all Protestant Christian lands, but also of the Orient, and, as a
result of this movement, more students have gone to the mission
fields during the past five years than during the preceding ten
years. These facts, which are based on authentic evidence, are
mighty in their meaning. They convey a message which should
evoke gratitude, strengthen faith, and banish discouragement.
They tell us unmistakably that God Himself is in this work.

III. OUTLINE OF THE WORK OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY FOR
THE Two STUDENT YEARS, 1898-99 anD 1899-1900

1. During the two years I have worked among the students
of twelve different countries. Instead of paying short visits to
many places, the more satisfactory plan of devoting a number of
days to each university visited has been followed. As a result, a
more or less thorough work has been accomplished at over forty
leading universities and colleges.
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2. Help has been rendered at twenty-one conventions and
conferences, which were attended by between three and four
thousand students and professors, representing five hundred and
thirty-five universities, colleges, and schools. A majority of these
conferences were composed of leaders in the Christian organiza-
tions of their respective institutions of learning. The reason for
attending so many gatherings is that it affords an opportunity to
help indirectly a far larger number of universities and colleges
than in any other way.

3. As the work of the Federation and of the movements
composing it has grown in extent and complexity it has become
necessary for the general secretary to spend more time than for-
merly at the office of the Federation. The principal work con-
ducted there has been correspondence, the volume of which has
constantly increased. Regular communication has been main-
tained with officers of all the student movements, and with leaders
in work among students in nearly forty countries.

4. The promotion of the observance of the Universal Day of
Prayer for Students has required considerable attention during
each of the past two years. The Call to Prayer was prepared
and issued, and an extensive correspondence conducted in the
interest of the wider and more vital observance of the day.
Although the returns are not complete it is certain that the Fed-
eration Call to Prayer was heeded and honored in about thirty-five
countries. Without doubt one of the greatest influences which
has been exerted by the Federation has been the silent, yet
mighty, power of united world-wide intercession.

6. Three pamphlets have been written, and the English edi-
tion of the Eisenach Conference report and the latest publication
of the Federation, ‘ The Survey of the Christian Student Move-
ments of the World,” have been edited. I have also recently
written a book on the evangelization of the world, which has a
vital bearing on the significance and opportunities of the Federa-
tion. :

6. Extended and accurate reports of all the movements in
the Federation have been obtained and compiled each year. This
has been accomplished not without difficulty., In addition to the
{)egular reports of the student movements, special reports have

een secured from different lands which do not have national
movements,

) ‘Z The “Exchange List and Directory ” of the Federation
as een revised and issued each year with the codperation of the
workers in the various nat This plan of placing the leaders

A ions,
in the student work of all parts of the earth in communication with
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each other, and of facilitating the interchange of literature, has
been one of the most helpful, and certainly one of the most appre-
ciated, services rendered by the Federation.

8. Regular attention has been given to building up the
archives of the Federation. These already constitute the most
complete collection of printed and written works bearing on the
moral and religious life of students now in existence. The
covperation of the leaders in the different countries is needed in
order still further to enrich this collection.

9. In conjunction with the other members of the Federation
Conference Committee and of the Local Committee in Paris con-
siderable time has been given to plans and work in preparation
for the Versailles Conference. )

10. It has been a privilege, as well as a responsibility, to
help select and train twenty-three secretaries who have entered
the service of five national or international student movements.
No reference is made to the work of raising money in aid of
national student movements and of the Federation.

11. By no means the least important and necessary part of
the work of the General Secretary is that of original investigation
and comparative study of the problems involved in the promotion
of the religious life of students, and in their enlistment in the
great work of extending the Kingdom of God in the world. The
highest and deepest interests of the Federation require that such
work command one's best energies.

IV. OTHER WORK ON BEHALF OF THE FEDERATION

The Federation has received great help from several workers
in addition to the constant and absolutely invaluable service
rendered by the Chairman, Dr. Fries, and the helpful cogperation
of the Treasurer, Mr. Moule. After the visit of the General
Secretary to Russia, he recommended that Mr. H. Witt, the
Traveling Secretary of the German movement, make a tour in
that country to work among Lutheran students. In response to
the request of the Federation Mr. Witt consented to make such a
tour. During November and December, 1899, he had meetings
in the chief Lutheran student centres of Russia, namely, Dorpat,
Riga, Moscow and St. Petersburg; and also in Helsingfors,
Finland, and Upsala, Sweden. Notwithstanding the extremely
great diffculties in the way, his work was attended with marked
success. In each place in Russia a Bible circle was started and stu-
dents were quickened spiritually. He made many friends for the
student movement, and paved the way for further visits by repre-
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sentatives of the Federation. The German movement is ready to
codperate with the Federation in following up these encouraging
beginnings.

The Federation in conjunction with the Student Christian

Movement in Mission Lands induced Mr. W. H. Sallmon, for

three years the Traveling Secretary of the Australasian movement,

to visit, while on his way West, colleges and schools in Ceylon, in
the Levant and in Southeastern Europe. During the months of
March, April, May and June of the present year he made success-
ful visits at student centres in Ceylon, Egypt, Palestine and Syria,
Asia Minor, Turkey in Europe, Greece, Bulgaria, and Hungary.
His was the first visit which some of these colleges had ever
received from a representative of the Federation. Others had not
had such a visitor for five years. Mr. Sallmon’s work was thorough
and abiding. It has resulted in the strengthening of the Associa-
tions already in existence, in preparing the way for new organiza-
tions, and in bringing these isolated bands of Christian students
into practical and vital touch with the Federation.

Attention should be called also to the valuable assistance

rendered the Federation by Mr. E. Favre in making the official
French translation of the consti

itution and other papers; by Mr.
Theophil Mann in editing the German edition of the report of the

Eisenach Conference; by Mr. D. Willard Lyon of the Chinese
movement in investigating the student field of Korea; by Mr. M.
Spencer of Oxford University in gathering and circulating news
about the various movements and in calling forth more prayer on
behalf of the work of the Federation; and by all others who in

different ways have helped to strengthen the Federation bond ang
to increase its influence for good.

V. THE SECRET oF THE INFLUENCE oF TuE FEDERATION

The World’s Student Christian Federation is more than a
mere name, more than an inspiring idea, more than a form. It

1s a reality. It has become one of the greatest facts in the student
orld. What is the secr

lon may be kept in the place of power and how it may
do the maximum of good in the world. In the first place, the
Federation ig the servant of aJl the national movements and in no
sense .thei.r governor. Itsambition is to decrease that the national
organizations may increase, May it realize more and more fully
the deep truth of the word of Christ, ¢ Except a grain of wheat
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fall into the earth and die, it abideth by itself alone; but if it die,
it beareth much fruit.”

Again, the Federation recognizes and honors the diversified
working of the Spirit of God. It believes that each national
movement and each race should not only preserve but also
strengthen its ind,ividuality and divinely implanted characteristics.
When the Federation was formed, there were some who feared
that it would tend to destroy or weaken national and racial charac-
teristics. In experience the exact opposite has proved to be true.
Without doubt the Federation has freed the minds of the mem-
bers of all movements of much prejudice concerning other move-
ments and led the workers of each race and nation to see some
good in the movements of all other parts of the world; but at the

same time it has helped to preserve and strengthen that which was
good in each.

While the Federation has thus honored the varied working of
the Spirit it has also sought to exemplify, emphasize and promote
that spirit of unity for which our Lord longed when He prayed
that we all might be one. Accordingly it has had in all its con-
ferences, committee meetings and activities the manifest presence
of Christ.

Another secret of the influence of the Federation is that,
from its inception, it has given prominence to the great and abid-
ing spiritual forces and facts—the reality and efficacy of prayer,
the saving work of the risen and living Christ, the illuminating
influence and energizing power of the Spirit and Word of God.

Moreover, the Federation has had such a far-reaching influ-
ence because it has been practical. It has never been satisfied to
leave matters in the realm of thought and discussion. While it
has conscientiously tried to be thorough in its theoretical work, it
has ever summoned us on to the field of action. It haskept before
us faithfully the objective of all our knowledge and all our discus-
sions—character and service. It has constantly reminded us of
the great work for which all our movements exist—the world-wide
extension and establishment of the Kingdom of Christ,

VI. Recions Bevonp IN THE WORK OF THE FEDERATION

There are great regions beyond in the work of the Federa-
tion. Think of the unoccupied student field of the Latin countries
of Europe, and of Central and South America. In these countries
there are in the scores of universities and colleges nearly one
hundred and fifty thousand students. The vast majority of them
are drifting on the wide sea of scepticism and agnosticism. With
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the exception of a few centres in France and Switzerland, where
a valuable work is being carried on, there are in all this feld
practically no Protestant student organizations. The Federation
should take steps to investigate the conditions in this field and to
inaugurate work wherever it may be practicable. In this connec-
tion the codperation of the French and Swiss movements is greatly
needed and desired.

In the government universities and other higher educational
institutions of Russia there are fully thirty thousand students.
Barring the comparatively small number of Lutheran students,
these young men are cut off from all evangelical Christian influ-
ences. Their religious attitude and position may be well called
confessionslos. This is the most difficult student field in the world,

for the simple reason that because of government restrictions the
Russian students are more inaccessible than those of any other
lands. Surely here is a problem which will tax the best thought
of the Federation and which should stimulate the prayers of all
members of the student ‘brotherhood.

The student movements of Japan and of India and of Ceylon
need the help of the Federation that ways and means may be
devised for reaching with Christian influences the one hundred and
fifty thousand students in their higher government institutions.
From a human point of view the progress of Christianity in these
great countries depends as much upon the solution of this problem
as upon any other one thing,

Out of the present confusion and turmoil in old China a new
China will soon begin to emerge. Whether or not it is to be a dis-
membered China is not the matter of chief concern. The most
vital consideration is that it is to be a new China. The burning
question is, What shall the new China be, Christian or non-Chris-
tian? That will depend largely upon its leadership, Itsleaders
are to be trained in the few modern colleges which already exist
and the many new colleges which will be established in the near
future. It is of first importance, therefore, that the Federation
render all the help in its power to enable the Chinese movement
to influence for Christ the leaders of the new China,

The Federation should bear in mind one of the majn objects
which called it into being, namely, to promote mutually helpful

relations among the various national movements. Everything,
therefore, which creates misunderstanding, distrust or jealousy

should be guardeq against and overcome, Everything should be
done which is calculated to

each country ap intelligent

y Sympathetic and really Christian
regard for the students of

other lands, Intervisitation on the part
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of leaders of different movements, the sending of delegates from
one land to the conferences of other nations, the interchange of
literature, and regular ‘correspondence should be encouraged.
Above all, we should heed the apostolic practice and teaching to
pray much for one another. In the ranks of the Federation are
the future leaders of Church and State. It is impossible to measure
its possibilities if it preserves among these coming leaders in the
realm of thought and action in the many lands the real spirit of
Christian unity. What may it not accomplish in breaking down
national, racial, social and denominational barriers among the pro-
fessed disciples of a common Lord in Whom we are essentially
one?

Some plan should be devised by the Federation by which stu-
dents going from one country to study in another will be sur-
rounded with Christian influences. There are hundreds of Rus-
sian students in the universities of Switzerland. There are thou-
sands of Americans studying in Europe, chiefly in Germany and
France. Not a few students come from Australasia, South Africa
and Canada to continue their work in British universities. Asa
rule the students who avail themselves of these opportunities in
foreign lands return to hold responsible positions in their native
countries. How desirable it is that they be kept in vital touch with
Christ and His work. Possibly the most important students to be
reached and held are those who come from the Orient to study in
the universities of the West—especially the Japanese coming to
Europe and America and the Indians coming to Great Britain. It
is interesting in this connection to recall that some of th‘e ].apanese
' students in America who are in sympathy with Christianity have
formed recently a union and are seeking to draw intoit all of their
compatriots in American universities.

The crowning work of the Feder
movements, is that of leading student
Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord. ¢ f
movement throughout the student world has bfeen increasing dur-
ing recent years, it is by no means as great as it should. be, ?lnd as
it would be if the leaders in student work really gave this object its
Place of preéminence in their policy and in the.ir activities. There
should be spiritual awakenings in hundreds mstead. of scores of
student centres. There should be many and 1?ot s1.mp1y a few
Strong pastors, professors and secretaries de.vo!:mg time to evan-
gelistic work among students. In every Christian union, and not

here and there only, there should be a group of earnest students

seeking by faithful personal dealing to win their fellow students to
Christ, A far greater volume of prayer should be called forth

ation, as of all the national
s to commit their lives to
Although the Christward
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that the Spirit of God Himself may work with mighty, converting
power in all our movements. When we think of the great extent,
the ceaseless activity and the deadly work of the forces of evil
which are seeking to ruin students, and when we think of the
desire and ability of Christ to save these students, we as leaders
of the Federation and of the national movements should be con-
strained to exert ourselves with more earnestness than ever for
their salvation.

The Federation stands not only for winning students to
become disciples of Christ but also for building them up in faith
and character. Therefore, it has always emphasized the great
value of thorough, devotional Bible study. While the develop-
ment of this part of the work of our movements has been gratify-
ing, we have but begun to realize its possibilities. With only
about one in three of our student members engaged in systematic
Bible study we must not be satisfied. The forty thousand and more
members of our movements who are still outside the circles should
be led to undertake such study. And multitudes of students not
yet members of the Associations should be drawn into Bible circles,

lands. The highest efficiency of all our movements depends on
the constant application of the Word of God to the daily life of
the student members, Only in this way will the growth of our
work be made intensive as well as extensive,

The Federation can render its largest service to the Church
by throwing itself into the enterprise of the
tion. This is the greatest work in the world.
which the Church exists, To accomplish it, thre
sary: First, an army of student volunteers mu
trained in Christian lands to go forth to the m
the work ; secondly, a still larger number of C
the non-Christian lands must be influenced to

world’s evangeliza-
It is the work for
e things are neces-
st be raised up and
ission fields to lead
hristian students in
devote their lives to
thirdly, the students

tial factors. The Federation, therefore, should seek in all ways to

%ntensify, unify and guide the missionary spirit and purposes of all
its branches. If the Christian students of the Orient and Occi-
de-nt,. of .th.e Northern and Southern Hemispheres are united in
this InSpiring and glorious undertaking, may we not reasonably
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expect that before the present generation shall have passed away,
a knowledge of Christ will be made accessible to all people ?

The largest regions beyond for all members of the Federa-
tion are in the realm of prayer. And it is the course of wisdom to
seek first to enter these regions. There is no more direct way, in
fact there is no other way to overcome successfully the difficulties
which confront us as we strive to enter the regions to which atten-
tion has been called than by giving ourselves to intercession. If,
as Christ has taught, there are benefits resulting from the union
in prayer of two or three; if the greatest achievements in all our
movements are traceable to united prayer; what marvelous tri-
umphs of grace shall we not witness when the believing students
all over the world with one accord wield the irresistible forces of
the prayer kingdom, first, that Christ may be made King in the
lives of the students themselves, and then that His mighty and
blessed sway may be extended over all nations and all peoples.

LIST OF QUESTIONS SENT TO ALL CHRISTIAN
STUDENT MOVEMENTS*

1. Give the total number of separate student organizations
belonging to your movement; also the total number of members
in all these organizations combined.

9. How many paid secretaries does your movement employ?

3. What new pamphlets and leaflets have been published by
your movement during the past year? How many regular sub-
scribers are there to your periodical ?

4. What student conferences have you held during the year,
and how many delegates at each?

5. Under what influences and through what instrumentalities
were the most students in your country led, during the past year
to accept Christ as their personal Saviour? If not as many stu-
dents were led to Christ last year as during the preceding year,
what, in your judgment, is the best explanation ?

6. What are the chief temptations and spiritual perils of the
students of your country? Please indicate the forms in which
these temptations manifest themselves, their prevalence and power,
and the most helpful means which have been used to meet and
overcome them.

*This list of questions was sent to the leaders of the various student movements of the
world a few months before the Versailles Conference. The following reports give the
answers. The numbering of the answers corresponds to the numbering of the list of
questions,
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7. What progress has been made by your movement during
the year in the promotion of Bible study? What is the total num-
ber of students in your movement who have been in Bible classes
during the year?

8. What are the most interesting and striking facts showing
the development of missionary interest among the members of
your movement (such facts, for example, as students offering
themselves for foreign service, the study of missions by students,
student financial gifts to missions, missionary conferences, work by
students for missions, etc.)?

9. What other encouraging advances, in addition to those
given in answer to the above questions, have been made by your
movement during the past year ?

10. Name a few of the most difficult problems of your move-

ment concerning which you desire the prayers of the leaders of
other movements,

AMERICAN AND CANADIAN STUDENT YOUNG MEN'S
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION <

1. The number of Associations in our movement is six hun-
dred and twenty-nine. Of this number there are forty-six in
theological colleges, four in law colleges, fifty-eight in medical and
dental colleges, two hundred and seventy-one in other university
colleges, one hundred and ten in normal, technological, military
and naval colleges, six intercollegiate organizations, and the
others, one hundred and thirty-four, are in academies and other
preparatory schools. The number of Associations is larger than
the number reported last year by thirty-four. The total number
of members is nearly thirty-five thousand.

2. Our Association movement employs ten paid secretaries:
For general administration, two; for work in medical colleges,
one; in theological colleges, one; in preparatory schools, one; for
work in the East and Canada in other colleges, one; for work in
the West, one; for work in the South, one; for work among negro
students, one; for work in the office, one. Part of the time of
another man is employed for work on 7l Intercollegian, the peri-
odical of the movement, The Student Volunteer Movement

employs eight secretaries: For work in the field, five; for work at
headquarters, three.

3. Fourteen new pamphlets have been published during the
year. The Intercolleg

1an, the official periodical of the movement,
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has had a monthly issue of five thousand. The number of paying
subscribers is a little over four thousand.

4. Four student summer conferences were held, namely, at
Northfield, Massachusetts, for Canada and the East; at Lake
Geneva, Wisconsin, for the Middle West; at Asheville, North
Carolina, for the South; and at Pacific Grove, California, for the
Far West. The conferences lasted for ten days each and had a
total attendance of over one thousand two hundred and twenty-
eight student delegates representing over three hundred and
seventy-five institutions of learning. Two conferences were held
for leaders of the work in theological colleges, seven for training
newly elected Association presidents, and one deputation con-
ference to train student leaders to visit Associations.

5. Under the influence of the Spirit of God working through
our Associations not less than three thousand students were led,
during the past year, to enter the Christian life. The year has
been characterized by a larger number of remarkable spiritual
awakenings in our universities than in any previous year. Specially
worthy of mention among these were the revivals at the uni-
versities of Yale, Cornell, Toronto, Virginia and California, and
at Cornell and Davidson colleges. It is a striking and impressive
fact that some of the largest results have been realized in the most
unlikely and difficult fields. The two great human agencies which
have wrought toward this result have been associated personal
work and prayer by the students themselves. It was their deter-
mination—expressed in this way—to secure these results that had
most to do with the blessed achievement. :

6. The chief temptations of American students are: (1)
Impurity. It is found in one form or another among every cla§s
of students. The most helpful means employed to overcome fh‘s
evil have been: (a) Student meetings addressed on this subject

by eminent Christian physicians and other religious workers; (b)

the circulation of valuable books, especially those written by Stahl,
ting students who are leaders in

Scudder and Sperry; (c) enlis : '
athletic life to take a in'onounced stand against this evil; (d) faith-
our members with erring stu-

ful personal dealing on the part of emb .
dents; (e) by these and other means cultivating a student public

Sentiment which causes a man who is guilty in this direction to
lose standing with his fellow-students as well. as ?vith h.is teachers.
(2) Drinking—especially in the larger institutions—is a strong
factor not only in wrecking the student by its own malign influ-
ence but in opening his path to impurity, extravagance, and other
sinful indulgences. This temptation has been met most success-
fully by the methods employed against impurity. (3) Rational-
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ism, materialism and intellectual pride, which are m'orc.e closely
associated than might at first appear. These exert their 1nﬂuenc.e
as a result of too exclusive specialization on philosophical anfi sci-
entific studies, the influence of rationalistic professors and litera-
ture, and the break with home restraints and influences. But far
too frequently the tolerating of some hidden sin is the real cause.
In meeting this peril and temptation the following among other
means have been successfully used: (a) The promotion of devout
and scholarly Bible study; (b) enlistment in Christian work; (c)
bringing students under the influence and counsel of wise Chris-
tian thinkers; (d) circulation of the books which restate the old
faith in the terms of modern thought; (e) arranging for lectures
or addresses by Christian leaders who command the intellectual
confidence of students. We omit extended reference to such per-
ils as dishonesty in study and examinations, Sabbath desecration,

general indifference to the claims of religious life, and increase of

wealth with its attendant extravagance, luxury and enervation.

7. While our returns are not complete it is apparent from
the reports already received that the number of students enrolled
in our Association Bible classes is fourteen thousand. We now
have completed three of the four years of the cycle of Bible
studies for use by students. It is gratifying to report that already
these courses are used by eight thousand students, an increase of

.one hundred per cent. each year for two years past. We trace
this progress mainly to four causes: (1) The prominence given to
Bible study at all student gatherings and summer conferences; ()

the emphasis laid on training leaders of Bible classes at these con-
ferences; (3) the elaboration of a

series or cycle of Bible studies

8. The missionary work in our Associations is directed chiefly
by the Student Volunteer Movement, The number of students
who have been enlisted in the scientific study of missions has been
over four thousand two hundred. Dy ing the year over two hun-

D any previous year, A large num-
ber of volunteers and other s Y &

] t}ldents have carried on work in the
various churches to develop missionary interest among young peo-
ple. Over one hundred universit

. . ies support each a missionary
entirely or in large part.

9. Among add'itional encouraging advances made during the
past year the following may be hamed: (1) Six new buildings for
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student Associations have either been completed or assured, valued
at over two hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars; (2) the
development of the work in theological colleges has been marked;
(3) a successful beginning has been made in planting Associations
in the high schools; (4) graduate students in larger number than
ever have gone out of student Associations, both as lay workers
and secretaries, to help mould and guide this movement that
works for young men in the cities, and which has so much to do
with the welfare of those great communities; (5) a valuable course
of Bible studies designed to equip students for leading their fel-
lows to Christ has been prepared and will soon be issued; (6) a
long step forward has been taken toward securing the larger codp-
eration of professors in our work.

10. Among the more difficult problems of our movement are
the following: (1) To organize Associations in the colleges of cer-
tain sections of the Lutheran and Protestant Episcopal churches.
() To find more men who are qualified to conduct evangelistic
meetings in universities and colleges. We have three times as
many calls for such men as we are able to respond to favorably.
(8) To induce more of the strongest men in our universities to
work among students as general secretaries of our Student Asso-
ciations, We have more positions of this kind than we can fill. It
is also difficult, when we have obtained some of these men, to
hold them in the secretaryship for more than a few years. (4) To
get more students to throw themselves into the work of Christ
with the same enthusiasm which characterizes them in the pur§uit
of learning, or in athletics, or in social, or political, or business life.
(5) So to adjust our work that the students themselves shall have
more voice in determining the policy of the movement. (6) To
enlist more students to volunteer for foreign missions so that the
Macedonian cry from foreign fields may be responded to favorably.

(Signed) Ricuarp C. MORSE.

AMERICAN STUDENT YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSO-
CIATION

1. There are three hundred and ninety organizations con-
nected with our movement. Three hundred and forty-nine report
2 membership of nineteen thousand one hundred and fifteen.

2. We employ five paid secretaries.

3. Three new pamphlets have been issued by our movement
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during the past year. There are nine hundred and seventy-nine
subscribers to our periodical, 7%e Evangel,

4. Four student conferences have been held during the past
year—at Capitola, California; Asheville, North Carolina, attended
by one hundred and eighty-six delegates; Lake Geneva, Wiscon-
sin, attended by three hundred and three delegates; and North-
field, Massachusetts, attended by two hundred and ninety-four
delegates.

5. The most students were probably led to accept Christ as
their personal Saviour through (1) the preaching, and especially
the Bible teaching at the summer conferences, this teaching being
followed by and conserved at the conferences by a large number
of personal interviews on the part of the teachers and leaders of
the conferences with the students, (2) By the evangelistic work

of the traveling secretaries, both state and national, during the
year. (3) By the use of the Bible study courses during the year.
So far as we know, more students

were led to accept Christ this
year than the preceding year.

6. The chief temptations and s
are (1) the temptation to uncertain

scepticism.  (2) The temptation to break the Sabbath by using it
as a day for study and otherwise

: indifferently. (3) The tempta-
tion to neglect daily communion and Bible study. (4) The temp-

piritual perils of the students
ty of belief, direct unbelief and

; ] Y Practical talks both in public and
private on consistent Christian living, It hag been found that

§tuden.ts ne§d to have pointeq out to them Very clearly what are
Inconsistencies of Christian living in order to be aware sometimes.
that they are guilty of inconsistency, They are also being met by
practical application, in public and Private talks, of the teachings.
of the Word of God. RS g

7. Two new courses of Bible study have been published by
the American Committee i

» having previously been taught at the
summer conferences. Two thousand Copies of ‘I

fe i esus.
Christ ” have been sold, and gr i °m ]
ever before has been awakened,
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;lx of pur Associations re.p01.'t that they have Bible study,while one
undred and forty Associations report five thousand six hundred
and twenty-two students in their Bible classes.

8. A larger interest than ever before in the Federation and
its missionary purpose has certainly been growing.

9. A larger number of professors and teachers have become
intensely interested in the growth of our student work and in the
practical dealings with the problems of Christian living among
students. Larger gifts than ever before have been made to the
student work during the past year. A number of eminent clergy-
men have come into contact for the first time with the student
work, and have thus become deeply interested in it. We might
also speak of the interest of a number of women occupying promi-
nent positions in church and other Christian work.

10. One of the most difficult problems of our work is how to
bring students into the place where they can themselves, under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, do personal work among their
fellow students. Many students are diligent in their committees
and other organized work in their student Associations, but are
unwilling and unable to have personal dealing with their fellow
students in bringing them to Jesus Christ. Another problem is
being unable to find time in the pressure of college work for per-
sonal Bible study and prayer and for study in the Bible circles and

in missionary classes.
(Signed) Errie K. PricE.

AUSTRALASIAN STUDENT CHRISTIAN UNION

1. Founded in June, 1896, by the welding of twenty-five
Unions, the Australasian Student Christian Union now comprises
forty-five separate student organizations, eight of them in univer-
sities, with an aggregate membership of about sixteen hundred
and forty. There has been a large increase of membership in
some of the secondary schools. ~

2. One paid secretary is employed.

3. No new pamphlets have been issued during the year; but
one by the retiring traveling secretary, Mr. W. H. Sallmon, giv-
ing the history of the Australasian movement during his three
years’ tenure of office, is in print.. One thousand copies of our
periodical, T%e Austyalasian Intercollegian, are issued monthly
five hundred and eighty-five to regular subscribers, one hundreé
and thirty-five free copies to subscribers of £1 or over to the Aus-

tralasian Student Christian Union, and seventy on exchange.



102 WorLD’S STUDENT CONFEI‘IENCE

4. Two summer schools were held during the year, one in
Australia at Mornington, Victoria, in December, 1899, the other
in New Zealand, at Nelson, in January, 1900. At the former one
hundred and sixty-nine registered delegates attended, at the leftter
one hundred and two. The delegates at Mornington subscribed
A170, those at Nelson £130, in all #4300 to the funds of the
movement. Business conventiong were held at both summer
schools. Local conferences have also taken place in the two larger
colonies, New South Wales and Victoria,

5. Probably about as many students were led to acknowledge
Jesus Christ as personal Saviour during this year as in the pre-
ceding year, mainly as the result of direct personal work and

through the influence of the Summer schools which decided sev-
eral Unions to begip personal work classes,
6. The fact which im

out Australasia, is stil] 5 po
for evil, Secularism, begotten of
life of a new country, is everywher
is secular, democratic, intrusive,

the leading secondary schools 2

thoroughly secular, basis, This has in Some cases rendered it very

difficult to make an opening for any religious work, Yet such an
apotheosis of secularism i

1S Dot entirely without jts redeeming
features, Initia] difficulti

Prosperity and of the rushing
€ making itself felt, The State
The universities and many of
T€ on a state, and hence a

in moulding the thought life of young students, that no other
and competing agency seeks to do

Or could do, [t rests with the
. movement to rige to a responsibility
grave indeed, and yet, under God, inspir;

¥ secular system of high
danger to the nationa] life of o Ppeople,

a student Christian movement, byt it §

er education is a real
It is a direct challenge to
S a fair challenge thrown
en foes, and it is a danger
combat. The moral tone

; They are exposed to, but
not specially affecteq by, the two sins of which thejr countrymen

in general are accused~gambling and drunkenpegg, But their
life is strongly influenceq by the clj

. matic conditions which have
emphasized these two British viceg, An inordinate love of pleas-
-ure and outdoor amusement ig apt to render men indifferent to
the higher things of life. Students w caught young”
as freshmen are likely to deyote their spare time to sport and to
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meet all appeals with stereotyped ¢‘deep interest but no time.”
This very passive interest in its work is a Christian Union’s chief
obstacle.

%. During the past year, as in previous years, more progress
has been made in Bible study than in any other department of the
work. More classes have been held, larger attendances secured
and Mr. Sallmon’s handbooks widely circulated. The summe;_-
schools gave a great stimulus to this phase of our efforts. It is
certain that some of our best students have been attracted to
Christian Union work by seeing their own methods as thinking
students applied to a devout study of the Scriptures. Moreover,
evidence is forthcoming that students leaving college are intro-
ducing Christian Union methods of Bible study into the churches
and into young people’s societies. Valuable additions are being
made to the Bible study section of Christian Union libraries. Of
our one thousand six hundred and forty members, about nine hun-
dred have been enrolled in Bible classes during the year. This
does not include those students who, through inability to make
their time fit in with that of the meetings, are following out the

course for themselves. We are convinced that in the emphasis

laid upon Bible study, at once devout and scholarly in the best
sense, is to be found in large part the secret of whatever progress
the Australasian movement has made.

8. We have eighty-two volunteers, of whom seven have been
added during the year. Eleven have sailed. Here again the sum-
mer schools have exercised great influence. Nearly all the eight
university Unions report mission study classes, and have followed

Rev. Harlan P. Beach’s ‘‘Dawn on the Hills of T’ang.” Anencour-

aging feature is the interest taken by secondary schools in the

cause of missions.
9. Better organization has been secured in the separate

Unions, the work for new students has been more carefully

planned and carried out, and an increasing number of students

are practicing systematic and proportionate giving. Superior
printed matter is being issued by the majority of Unions. In the
larger university centres attempts have been made toward the
social amelioration of the poorer classes in great cities.

of the leaders of other movements that

10. We ask the prayers
our work may prove to be founded securely on the Rock Christ Jesus.

Let the Federation remember our position. We are practically iso-
lated from the old worlds of Europe and Asia and from the newer

worlds of America and Africa, and even among ourselves inter-
visitation is not easy for our centres of work lie widely sundered.
Moreover, Mr. Sallmon, who has been with us for three all-
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important years, and who will always be remembered f.or his
building up of our work, particularly of its Bible. study, is now
leaving us. We rejoice to have a born Australasian as our new
traveling secretary; but this reliance on our own. resources,
though kept steadily in view from the beginning alike by Mr.
Sallmon and by the Australasian Student Christian Union Execu-

tive, means a break with a powerful inspiration from outside

countries. We believe that our movement has come to stay. It
has gripped men

, gripped them as men and as students, and the
usiasm which gave birth to a new movement
almost full grown has not yet worked itself out, But in four years
amnew generation has arisen. M, Mott on his first visit did.a
great work. He found chaos and he organized it. He can now, in

God's providence, do a greater work. We ask the Federation plainly
and earnestly to give us a secon

d visit from the General Secretary.
The organization is there, the

men are there, the need is greater
because the opportunity is greater. We are convinced that the

General Secretary sent by the Federation will be, in God’s hands,

Federation leave not

hing undone
that national life to God’s service,

(Signed) H. S. DeTTMANN.

—_—

BRITISH COLLEGE CHRisTiAN UNION

1. One hundred
Unions affiliated to the British Co

exact number of students in a]] the
unknown. An estimat

and  twenty.five colleges have Christian

llege Christian Union. The
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* Union are still in college, and will therefore be included in the
three thousand members of the British College Christian Union.

9. The movement employs seven paid secretaries: A general
secretary, educational secretary for the Student Volunteer Mis-
sionary Union, traveling secretary for the Student Volunteer Mis-
sionary Union, general college department traveling secretary,
theological college department traveling secretary, editorial secre-
tary, London secretary, and lady traveling secretary.

3. The publications of the movement during the last year
have been as follows: ‘‘Social Evils of the Non-Christian World,”
by Rev. James S. Dennis; «The Jews and Their Evangelization,”
Rev. W. T. Gidney; * History of the Student Movement in Great
Britain,” H. W. Oldham; «Students and the Missionary Prob-
lem”; “Studies in the Epistle to the Romans, Parts I. and IL,”
Rev. W. H. T. Gairdner; * Studies in St. Mark’s Gospel, Parts 1.
and IL.,” H. W. Oldham; and ‘¢ The Evangelization of the World
in This Generation,” R. E. Speer. There are about one thousand
.six hundred regular subscribers to the magazine, The Student
Movement. The monthly circulation is two thousand.

4 Two student conferences have been held during the year,
the annual summer conference of the British College C.hristia.n
Union at Aberystwyth from July 29 to August 7, which was
attended by three hundred and fifty-eight students, representm.g
ninety-nine colleges; and a missionary conference was held in
London from January 2 to 6, 1900, by the Student Volunteer
Missionary Union, at which there were present one thousand three
hundred and eleven students, forty-seven principals, professors,
tutors and teachers, two hundred and thirty-eight.speakers, repre-
sentatives of missionary societies and missionaries, and twenty-
three unclassified, making 2 total attendance of one thousand six

hundred and nineteen. .
n to give any definite figures as to

5. We are not in a positio ' .
the number of students prought to accept Christ as their personal
' but on the whole there seems

Saviour during this year or last year, _
a greater readiness to consider the claims of Christ throughout the

student field. In one Very important university a minister of

great power is devoting much of his strength to Sunday meetings

for both men and women students; in others the religious leaders
not previously in contact with the movement are beginning to see

the value of such continuous work. '

6. There are, of course, all the ordinary forms of tempta-
tion to be found among British students (though these do not
specially affeét them because they are students), and of these the

most difficult to meet is a Very wide-spread religious indifference
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which has taken the place of atheism and of a convinced agn]c;stl-
cism. One difficulty common to students who are and to t o§e
who are not Christians, is the prevalence o.f a more or less materz
alistic spirit. This is specially noticeable in the ?olleges devote

mainly to scientific study, but is everywhere a considerable dan.gel.'i
Even among the men who are only distantly affected by it, i
seems to produce an undiscriminating aversion to any of the more

The figures are probably some-
what higher now,

8. It isvery difficui to estimate truly the amount of mis-
sionary interest am

Ong members of the British College Christian
Union. The numb

er of students joining the Student Volunteer

Missionary Unjon has been gradually decreasing year by year.
Also the study of missiq

unsatisfactory., Students

of the London Conference haye b As far a5 we can judge at
colleges have beep those most influenced. A

t in thig country in regard
At parents present to their
. » this even in the case of
180 mission commitgeeg, The question of the
field campaign for foreign missiong by students has been before
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the Executive of the Student Volunteer Missionary Union for
some time, and now they have decided to organize this branch of
work. There are indications in several quartersthat students will
Tespond to the request for help for this work.

. 9: The most encouraging advances have been made in the
direction of unity. The Aberystwyth Conference gave a fuller
p}ace to thought in the Christian life, and the London Conference
dfd the same for foreign work, with the result that men not pre-
Viously in sympathy were brought into the movement. The list
0? speakers at the London Conference was probably unique in the
history of religion in Britain for its comprehensiveness. There is
a certainty of a much better mutual understanding between the

‘ion and several of the leading Anglicans, and perhaps 2 possi-
bility of some closer practical connection. Alongside this we may
Put the increasing feeling of our own intense need for a closer
personal loyalty fo our Lord, and the gift of His Spirit upon
every department of the work., We hope that We shall not ¢ hun-
geT and thirst ” without being filled.

10. The problems of the Union most prominent now are:
(1) First and foremost, how shall the Union secure that all the mem-
bers may be aggressive members of the Body of Christ, working
to save men at home and abroad? (2) How shall mission?.ry st1.1dy
be most efficiently conducted? (3) How shall we provide Bible
Studies to suit different types of members and different degrees of
Maturity, so that our study may be thoughtful, but completely
devotional ? (4) What are the needs in theological colleges we

shall be abl hat are the best methods of
e to supply best? (5) Wha far the most

Taising our finan ds the first is

; ce? Of these needS

Important, (Slgned) F. LENWOOD.
R

COLLEGE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION  OF

CHINA

ent Associations in our move-

1. There . d
ere are forty-five stu ed during the past year; three

Ment. QOf
. these four have been ad :
Ssociations which existed last year have been disbanded on

iaZCcount of the closing of the institutions in which they were organ-
ised. The total active membership it these forty-five Associations
one thousand two hundred and fifty-four; the total associate
E}embership is four hundred and sixty-eight, making a grand total

one thougand seven hundred and twenty-two members. )
Our movement as such employs B0 paid secretaries. Five
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men whose salaries are paid from Christian countt'ies are in the
the National Committee of our movement,

empl?:y c:If‘he only pamphlet which has been published during f:he
past year comprises a detailed explanation of the model constitu-
tion for an individual college Associatio :
Our regular monthly periodical, 7% Chinese Intercollegian, has
had a monthly issue of two thousand copies, of which all but two
hundred have gone to regular subscribers,

4. The second triennial co
held in Shanghai in May, 1899.
delegates present was fifty-
teachers, thirty were stud
business men. These del
in nine provinces,
delegates, of whom
forty-four were profe
ciation secretaries,
dred and two.
five years. No
the year,

5. The number of conversions durin
is reported as eighty-five. N early all of these are due to the per-
sonal dealing of Christian students. In some cases the prayers
and efforts of these personal workers’ bands resulted in a series of
revival meetings,

6. The ordinary temptations of styd
cheating, impurity ang pride, are all com
combined power of the four lines of te
probably does not €qual the overwhe]
temptation—the love of money. The
instruction in the English language, a
dents to pay high fees i

n in the Chinese language.

nvention of our movement was

The total number of Chinese
four, of whom nineteen were Chinese
ents, three were pastors and two were
egates came from twenty-four colleges
In addition there were forty-eight foreign
one was a fraternal delegate from Japan,
ssors-in colleges and three were
The total number of delegates
The average age of Chinese delegate
other student conferences have bee

was one hun-
s was twenty-
n held during

g the year under review

ent life, such as lying,
mon in China. But the
mptation just mentioned
ming power of one other
unprecedented demand for

0d the willingness of stu-

1 order to get it, witness to the prevalence
of this mercenary Spirit. They 1,

aVe an inordinate ambition to
make their education count mightilv 3
almighty silver dollar, i

These classes are
hip of five hundred and four.
vious years, The total number
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E;f}?frtfd as observing the ‘“ morning watch” is five hundred and
lished ne. The l‘egular.courses of Bible study which are pub-
ed in The Intercollegian are widely used.
missisc;n In nearly. all of the Associations of our movement n.agular
°°mmit? 1y work is done by the active members. The missionary
regula ee delegates men from week to week to take charge of
cont 0rtp.laces for holding evangelistic meetings, and othe.rs are
to sel]uB'mto the streets of the cities, or into the country villages
ciatio ibles and to preach by the way. About half of the Asso-
dred o ho.ld regular missionary meetings each month. Two hun-
to gi and Sixty are reported as having definitely formed the purpose
th eg ve th?lr whole lives to the work of spreading the Gospel for
salvation of men. )
join 9. During the past year one new secretary has come out to
HOnotr ranks—Mr. Walter J. Southam. He has.bec.en located at
ing ti ong, where he will give a large portion of h‘15 time to reach-
been © _ChmeSe students of the colony. Encouraging progress has
take witnessed in Shanghai, where important steps have been
lar 0 under the leadership of Mr. Lewis towards reaching th.e
ousge class of students who have already graduat.ed 'from t}%e vari-
settlcoueges’ and who are now in business pursuits in the city and
Tet ements. The intercollegiate worlk in Tientsin, under the sec-
thearlal management of Mr. Gailey, has gained a larger hold on
wh students, and is also reaching out to help student graduates
O are in business. Looking at the whole field there.has been a
E: rlc eptible improvement in the methods of work and in the ge:;-
ina organization of the Associations, due to a better .understan -
8 on the part of the students of the fundamental ideas of the

SSociation work

Whi LO' The following are among the most diﬁicllllt prO‘l;lresn(l);
ch face u : i eatly desire the Pray’
s, concerning which we g y ganize the work in

our brothers
1 : 1 HOW to or . .
all over the world: (1) | and class prejudice are

anghaj '
and Hongkong, where racid .
gy er of active members 18

Very stron i
: le numb .
g, and where the available % in the great provit-

V_el‘y limited tablish a WorT.
;l::l Capitals, w}(xgelll:rv;et?m;slbers of students live,_ and still la}r{ger
to Mbers come for the regular tried .nat}ons. ®) : olw
Mmeet and overcome the mercenary spirit which is so alarmingly
Prevalent. (4) How to secure and train the men Who are needed
work. (5) Howto decrease

° become the nati i in the
it: tendency to a}t::;;ii;ftiingivotional Bible study, and increase
Vitality anq fruitfulness. (6) HOW t° propagate and crystallize
e miSSionary spirit which already exists to some extent among
Associations, (Signed) D. WiLLaRD Lvox.

nial exami



THE STUDENT MOVEMENT IN FRANCE

A little more than gz year ago, under the shadow of tlfese
same trees, in the midst of the silence and peace of nature, just
like to-day, the Protestant students of France were gathered, joy-
ful at heart and their souls awake. Those were radiant days, and

I cannot refrain from calling them to memory here and now
because the French Federation Spran

We can already reckon seven student Christian Associations
actually organized, namely, Parjs, Lille, Nancy, Lyons, Mont-
pellief, Montauban ang Bordeaux, Three of them have their own
premises, namely, Paris, Nancy ang Lyons, well equipped with

studies, reading roomg and At Lille, Montpellier and
Bordeaux the students mee

t in the premiges of the Young Men’s

Christian Association and the relations between the two Associa-
tions are friendly anq brotherly. A Lille an association of stu-
not be connecteq with the Federation keeps up a

friendly correspondence, Very soon a clup or Association will be

opened at Toulouse, Ip the other university centreg the Protestant
students are too few ;

tinet Association, ) individually belong to the
Federation, In Pari is v

libraries,

; in Lyons twenty.six active members; in Lille
ten; in Nancy twely ; 1 i twenty,

to forty.-two Pages in size is
published by the Federation, times a year, It is
called Bulletin dy Cercle des | ants de Paris. Dis-
tinct editions are made up with the different articles and lectures
that are published in it. At

: Montaubay
lishes a periodical together with the stug
school, entitled 7%, Student, N ancy pub]

periodical.

the Association pub-
ents of the theological
ishes g little autographic

ciation every week with from gjx to ten attendantsg, There are
Bible classes and prayer meetings, Such Meetings are also held
regularly in the Provincia] Associations. The subjects are intro-
duced by a pastor or g student, They are Christian apologetic
lectures followed by a debate, A Characteristiq of our Associa-
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tions 1s a zea.1 and.a tendency for the study of social questions.
We f:ooPeraEte in social work, in popular clubs, and in other uni-
versity 1r}st1tutlons. O.n the other hand, in our clubs the students
are sen§1ble to the union between the intellectual and religious
occupations. They show a sincere desire to serve Christ as
their Maste? and Saviour, and a real respect for the importance
of the questions brought before them. In every university centre
Catholic students are largely in the majority. So the question for
us is not only to discuss with them the wide difference from a dog-
matic point of view but also to create belief in the existence of
God and of the immortality of the soul distinct from the body.
Catholic students—and it may be that the Protestant students
have sometimes denied their influence—have entirely abandoned
all the superstitions and lies that Catholicism so easily gathers and
at the same time have become infidels. On the other hand if they
have preserved some attachment to the creed of their childhood
they possess a double individuality, ome religious, the other
scientific.

In our clubs two other problems are to be solved as well as in
every other country—alcoholism and immorality. Alcoholism has
been vigorously fought by some of our members who have com-
menced a campaign throughout France. Moreover, we must
admit that a real effort is being made in the medical world on
behalf of temperance apart from all religious considerations. As
regards immorality the problem is more difficult. We cannot
enter into a long consideration of the subject, but in our university
centres ¢ free love " must not be considered as a consequence of
moral perversion or of a latent vice in nature, but rather as the
want of sentimental expansion and desire of feminine society, the
great majority of the students having before them a prospect of
many years of study and the impossibility of marrying young.

As regards interest in foreign missions we note the existence
Friends of Missions " with about fifteen
members, and in France 2 section of the Volunteer Movement
with a comparatively large aumber of students belonging to it,
especially at Montauban. From the Paris Association two mem-
bers have gone to mission fields, Mr. Chazel to Madagascar and
Mr. Felix Faure to Congo Land. From Montauban Mr. D. Couve
has gone to Congo Land, Mr. Lorriaux to Lessouto, and Mr.
Maroger to Madagascart. The practical question before us is the
establishment of a students’ Christian Association at Tananarivo
in Madagascar with an adequate building forit. We believe that
the question will soon be studied. The problem of foreign mis-
sions may be said to have been solved in a practical manner, but
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we hope that the one of awakening interest in home missions
among Protestant students will also be settled.

It is the task before us Protestants to sow again noble and
generous ideas, following thus the example of our fa’thers.. ~We
have to protect the thoughts of brotherhood and justice which are
ours and which have made the glory of France. It is for our
country a question of life or death. Among us French Protestants
the pure and noble soul of the country has found a refuge. If the

name of Protestant remains for us a title of honor we can depart
from here confident and joyful.

(Signed) AMEDEE BAUMGARTNER.

NETHERLANDS CHRISTIAN STUDENTS’ UNION

1. There are eight separate student organizations in the
Netherlands Christian Students’ Union, with a total membership
of one hundred and eighty-three.

2. We employ one paid secretary,

3. Our new pamphlets are No. 3 and No. 4 of the ‘‘ Mede-
deelingen.” The periodical, Eltheto, sends out seven hundred
and eight copies each week. Of thege about eighty go to the mem-
bers of the Student Missionary Union, * Eltheto,” and a number
are sent to the leaders of different movements according to the
Federation exchange list.

4. In September, 1899, the annual summer conference was
held at Laren, attended by about seventy-five students. In the

first week of February we had a general committee confe

rence at
Amsterdam open to all members of the Netherlands Christian

Students’ Union and attended by about forty-five students.
6. It is impossible to tell whether more students were led to

Christ last year than during the preceding year. We know of a

few men who have been deeply influenced by the summer confer-

ence. We have no statistics on this point.

6. The chief temptations are, as always and everywhere,
intemperance and impurity., These temptations have the more
force where, as in many cases, they are not counteracted by faith
in a mora] anq religious ideal. The younger generation as a rule
knows no enthusiasm, The spirit of many is what the French call
“blas€.” This is the fact Wwith a great many of the educated peo-
ple. In connection with this in intellectual circles evolutionistic
theories are prevalent, which, because they teach a development
by mechanical necessity, leave no place for moral exertion. How-
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ever, in the recent decades, especially at the University of Amster-
dam and at the polytechnic school of Delft, an energetic socialism
has taken hold of the students, and although owing to its evolu-
tionistic character this movement in fact excludes fighting for an
ideal by promising social reforms, it in reality attracts many who
no longer having the religious ideal cannot live without any ideal
at all. It is therefore a significant fact that the students who
have felt the influence of modern literature, which also in Holland
has been of great importance, have tended toward socialism in
recent years. All these things pre-occupy deeper natures who are
thereby deaf to the Gospel. It will be a very difficult task to find
a cure, because the Christian students will have to prove visibly
that those who are willing to follow Jesus in the way of the cross
have in fact and reality the solution of every difficulty of life. We
know that this demands much love and interest in the welfare of
our neighbors, which means, in the first place, that we exert our-
selves to take knowledge of all that concerns them and holds their
attention. This must necessarily lead us to profound study sup-
ported by a life of prayer.

7. Bible study has considerably increased in Amsterdam.
Six new ,Bible circles have been formed with an attendance of
twenty-six students. In Utrecht the Bible circles do not prosper
so well this year. The schoolboys’ Bible circles, led by students
in Utrecht, succeed very well* The total number of students in
Bible circles is probably between seventy-five and one hundred.

8. There are mission study circles in Groningen, Leiden and
Utrecht, most of them well and regularly attended. Out of these
men one presented himself for work in the Indian Archipelago and
one man applied for China. One member of our ‘Studenten
Bond voor de Zending” is now on a visiting tour in the Indian
Archipelago as secretary to the director of the ‘‘ Nederlandsche

Zendeling Genootschap.”
9. In August, 1899, the first boys’ camp was held. Twenty-

two boys took part. It was a great success.

10. At present our greatest problem is how to unite in our
movement the different Christian students who have hitherto had
little sympathy with our Union. There are besides sometimes
very complicated questions, often theological and denominational
differences, which hold them back. If perhaps there are in our
Union things which give them good reason not to wholly sympa-
thize, we pray God that He may show them to us and help us to
do away with them. The financial difficulty is also one which
needs all our attention. We acknowledge the fact that we ought
to pay all our own expenses, but cannot raise the money among
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students only. The activity and devotion of many members is
not what we wish it to be. They do not always feel that a great
conception ought to result in great activity.
(Signed) TH. SCHARTEN,
L. E. BranprT.

SWISS STUDENTS’ CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION

1. We have in Switzerland three student Associations, with
ninety-five members, of whom four are professors. They are dis-
tributed as follows: Geneva, thirty-five; Lausanne, thirty; Neu-
<chatel, thirty. This number has not increased, the members going

down having been replaced by an equal number of new men.
" % We have no paid secretary.

3. The only publication has been
conference at Ste. Croix.

mittee has sent a monthly
Association,

4. A conference of the several co
students, was held in A
the autumn conference,
Croix, and was attended
A conference of college

the report of the annual
Since February last the Central Com-
circular to members and friends of the

mmittees, with about twenty
pril at Lausanne in order to prepare for

The annual conference was held at Ste.
by one hundred students and professors.
boys was held near Lausanne, at which
forty were present. The association in Geneva has organized a
series of meetings for the gymnasiums of that city.

5. We believe

that these conferences exert a deep influence
on the spiritual life of the students but we cannot state the num-

ber of conversions, the student life being too much mixed with the
influences of Church and home,

national pride, keep many of them far from the Association and a
true religious life,

7. There are regular Bible clagses but they are not yet as
fully developed as we could desire, They are attended by about
forty members.

8. The missionary interest ig growing. It has been also
developed by t}ae London Conference, where Switzerland was rep-
resented by thirteen delegates, There is no organized Volunteer
Movement, but we have 3 missi

: onary circle in Neuchatel, Dur-
ing the past four years two volunteers have sailed; two are ready
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to go and nine are still in training. There are many more in pre-
paratory schools. We support a pupil in the Evangelistic School
of the Swiss Mission in the Transvaal.

9. Encouraging results are a real spiritual growth in many,
a deeper feeling of their responsibility, a serious influence on the
gymnasium boys, the grouping of Christians in the universities
and the testimony of faithful witnesses. Questions relating to
_social Christianity have taken a great place in the thought of stu-
dents. In Neuchatel a circle has been formed in order to study
them. Letus remind you that our movement is only organized
in the smallest part of Switzerland, in French Switzerland, but by
the influence of the International Committee of the Young Men'’s
Christian Association annual conferences are being held in German
Switzerland and an organized work is beginning in the universi-
ties of Basel, Zurich and Berne. Regular meetings are held in the
last. The Day of Prayer of the Federation has been observed in
all Swiss universities except the Roman Catholic university of
Fribourg. But in spite of this progress we cannot yet hope that
the universities of German Switzerland will soon join the Federa-
tion.

10. One of the great difficulties of our Association is that the
Swiss students do not form as elsewhere a special class. They
return every evening to their homes, and are much absorbed by
the religious, social, and even political life of the country. Many
secondary duties arise therefore, taking up the best of their time
and holding them away from the Association. The students, more-
over, are too much left to themselves. In. spite of the interest
shown in them by some professors, the whole responsibility of the
work rests on some young men who have only a little time to
devote to it. They are in a very short time replaced by others
who have had no experience, and the work thus has had a charac-
ter of instability. The university regulations create other diffi-
culties. At Geneva, for instance, we can have no religious meet-
ings in the university buildings. The foreigners are far more
numerous among the students than the Swiss, and it is very diffi-
cult to reach them and get them into other buildings of a more
or less religious character. The greatest difficulty in Switzerland
arises from the nature and constitution of the country itself. Weare
avery small country, yet we speak three different languages and imi-
tate many different people. French Switzerland alone has three dif-
ferent races with different usages and habitsof mind. Thus our work
cannot be done on a very large scale. Still it will be better not to
look at the external difficulties but to recognize that if there had
been more zeal, more faith in personal work, more continuity in
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rayer we might certainly have done more. We have to humble
Po>urse1ves before God, to surrender anew our lives to Him and to
receive a new baptism of His Spirit.

(Signeq) Pierre BoveT.

GERMAN CHRISTIAN STUDENTS’ ALLIANCE

1. We have twenty-five Associations, four more than last
year, with a membership of about three hundred students.

2. We employ three paid secretaries, two for students only
and one for gymnasium boys,

3. We published, in addition to our monthly periodical with
eighteen hundred copies, five pamphlets, four of which were about
the Conference and one about the missionary movement.

4. One hundred and forty students attended the last national
Conference at Eisenach, forty-eight more than in the preceding

year. Three local conferences were held, one in the North and
two in the South, Fourteen German delegates were present at
the London Conference,

5. As to the results of
previous year, we have
Mr. H. Witt, whom

However, we have exp
am I strong.”

the past year

erienced the truth, ¢
One of the most striking

instance, ‘‘ What are the D

cated Man?”; “Is there of Modern Scepticism? ”';
‘¢ Purity versus Impurity », « Religious Wants of a Modern Stu-
dent.” The most important work has always been the following

conversation with single students to meet their Practical difficulties
and scientific doubts. Thank

) God, He useq our work to save
many souls during the past yea

T
6. And now a few wor

ds about the chief temptations and
perils of our students, German students e

. . njoy a perfect liberty
as to their studies as wel] as to ir 1 There is no prescribed
college course.

s of impurity and to poi-
any become dependent upon their
ent associations; thirdly,
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worldly aims and ambitions fill their hearts, to have good exam-
inations, to become famous in science, and to get high positions.
A special difficulty lies in the lack of witness and the inconsistent
lives of so many Christians.

%. All our Associations are Bible circles.” In some of them
a new topical method of Bible study wasissued. A leaflet, “‘Hints
for Bible Reading,” by Viebahn, was propagated and led many
students to devote more time and earnestness to their study of the
Scriptures. The Calendar for Bible Reading ” promoted Bible
study among the gymnasium boys.

8. As to the missionary department of our work, we tried
last year for the first time to prepare a plan for missionary study
and to follow it. General missionary questions were treated in
the summer term. China was the subject during the winter term.
The moral and religious condition of the non-Christian world is
the subject in preparation for the following term. We have only
sixty volunteers. We ask for the prayers of the members of the
World’s Student Christian Federation for this department of our
work, especially concerning the missionary conference which is
planned for April, 1901. The number of those who are going
out to the mission field increases from year to year. Three have
reached the field during the past year, and two are on the way.

9. The most encouraging fact in the work of the past year is
the extension of the movement to so many gymnasiums. The
work of the secretary for gymnasiums had real results. Sixteen
new Bible circles of gymnasium boys were formed. About two
hundred boys joined the circles during the past year,

10. Our greatest need is for personal workers, men who
know how to influence their fellow students, men who are able to
lead others to the Saviour. We want more strong leaders, more
independent members in the Associations, and we want academi-

cal teachers who confess Christ.
(Signed) Karr Heim.

INTERCOLLEGIATE .YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIA-
TION OF INDIA AND CEYLON

I. INDIA

1. There are thirty separate student Associations in India
belonging to our movement. The total membership is about
thirteen hundred and twenty-three (five Associations do not report).
There are in addition in twenty-two city Associations eight hun-
dred and sixteen past and present students. Several city Associa-
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tions have not reported, so the full number of §tudents iri c?nnec-
tion with the Young Men’s Christian Association of India is over
two thousand one hundred and thirty-nine, v

2. There are three national secretaries but only two of them
are able to devote their whole time to the work. There are also
seven local secretaries who devote either a large share or all of
their time to the work among students. Of these two are located
at Madras, one at Bombay, two at Calcutta and two at Lahore.

3. The only pamphlet issued during the year is Mr. G. S.
Eddy’s * Foundation Truths for the Christian Life.” The Young
Men of India, published monthly, has a circulation of two thou-
sand copies, but only a part of the subscribers are students. There
is a college department in this paper.  The Inguirer, a monthly
supplement to 7%e Young Men of India, has been published since

September, 1899, to help seekers after truth, This has a large
circulation among students,

4. The only distinctively student conference held during the
year was the Student Cam

P at Beas in the Punjab at which sixty
delegates were present. In connection with the Fifth National
Convention of the Young Men’s Christian Association there was a
college session with twenty-two delegates in attendance.

5. Probably just about as many students were led to Christ
during the past year as during the preceding year, The chief
instrumentalities in bringi

ng about these results have been evan-
gelistic work and personal efforts,

6. Indifference is the chief peril of our students. Prof. S.
Satthianadhan, M. A., LL. M., who represents our movement
upon the General Committee of the Federation, says: ¢ The one
sole ambition of an educated Hindu is to ‘ get on’ in life by secur-
Ing the best paid government post within his reach. As a conse-
quence we have 3 great deal of apathy and indifference character-
1zing the educateq classes. There would be greater hope for
Christianity in India if there Was more downright honest opposi-
tion to Christianity from the educated classes.” Pride of birth
and learning is another peril. The majority of the students belong
to the higher castes, In South India, for.example, out of a total
of three thousand three hundred and sixty-six in art colleges two

These men would be influ-
To become Christians would mean for
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them loss of caste and leadership over the masses of whom only
one in nineteen is able to read or write. To remain Hindus means
the possibility of prestige, popularity and power. Still another
peril is false patriotism. Many regard it as humiliating to aban-
don so ancient a religion as Hinduism for Christianity which they
regard as modern and as the religion of their conquerors. These
are influenced by leaders who try to bring India back to the Vedic
faith and endeavor to foster a superstitious regard for the old
Indian Rishis. False patriotism is leading many to uphold Hindu
festivals and idolatry, and to attempt to read Christian ideas into
pantheism, polytheism and caste. Babu K. C. Bannurji, the other
representative of our movement upon the General Committee of
the Federation, says: ‘‘Numbers of the Hindus systematically
attempt to codrdinate Hinduism with Christianity and do all they
can to entice missionaries and Christians to admit by word or deed
that Christianity and Hinduism are each systems of religion of
high authority and excellence.” Of course these even make much
of the prominence given to the study of Hinduism in Europe and
America. The theistic movement is a peril to some because it
keeps them from openly confessing Jesus as the only Saviour and
God. Such reform movements as the Brahmo Somaj and the
Prarthana Somaj are so far superior to popular Hinduism that
they satisfy some students who would, but for them, have
embraced Christianity. These theistic bodies are resultants

between the forces of Christianity and Hinduism. They are half-

way houses on the road from the religion of the Trident to the
caping on the one hand the

religion of the Cross—expedients for es
abominations of the ancestral faith and on the other hand avoiding
the offence of the Cross and the belief in the deity of Christ. The-

osophy is also a peril. Some educated men are flattered by the

efforts of the theosophists to allegorize Hinduism and to national-
ize it by means of the Central Hindu College in Benares and a
vigorous propaganda in other parts of India. But we rejoice to
see that the most influential Indian leaders regard this as a retro-

grade movement. A leading paper speaks of Mrs. Besant's efforts
as pouring Darwinian wine into Vaishnavite bottles, which is sure

to burst the bottles. It adds: «We cannot resist a feeling of sad-
ness at the sight of this Ophelia who has garlanded her head so
profusely with flowers culled from the wild growths of Puronic
extravagance. Still more sad is the sight of the gaping students
in whom the chloroformic fumes of her eloquence send off reason
to sleep and who believe everything that falls from her lips to be
true.” Immorality is a greater peril here than in Western lands.
No sin sears the conscience SoOner than the sin of immorality, Of
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it God says, ‘‘He that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.” Fear ‘of
persecution is a peril to many. A public confession of Christ
means loss of position, property and relatives. The prospect of
returning home after baptism into the fires of persecution seems
to paralyze strong men. Only those who have seen the worn
faces, sad eyes and hunted appearance of high caste inquirers
know how real is the struggle through which they must pass in
forsaking all for Christ. The most helpful means which have
been employed to meet these perils and enable the students to
overcome these temptations are prayer, personal work, Bible
classes and circles, addresses delivered both in and out of doors,
literature of the right kind, visiting educated men in their homes
or lodging houses, and holy living by Christians.

7. Nine college Associations report three hundred and forty-
seven in Bible classes. In addition to these the city Associations
report two hundred and three students in Bible study.

8. The most encouraging indication of increasing missionary
interest is the constantly enlarging number of students who take
part in voluntary Christian work, especially in open air preaching,
the conduct of Sunday schools and the circulation of Christian
literature.

9. The principal advance during the year has been an

increase of three secretaries for the work among students in India,
the securing of funds for a student building at Bombay, and also
the inauguration of student confe

rences (camps) in different parts
of India.

10. 'The following are some of our most difficult problems:
(1) How to secure more conversions from among Hindu, Moham-
medan and nominally Christian st

udents.  (2) How to cultivate
the entire student field effectively, (3) How to bring about 2

stronger spiritual life among Christian students and get them to
feel personal responsibility for their non-Christian fellow students.
(4) How to enlist more students to study the Bible. (5) How to
strengthen the missionary department and make the Student Vol-
unteer Movement a greater power. (6) How to make the Feder-
ation idea more emphatic in our Associations. (7) Special prayer
1s also asked for the six student conferences to be held during the
coming year in Bengal, the Northwest Provinces, the Punjab, the
Bombay Presidency, the Madras Presidency, and Ceylon.

(Signed) RoBErRT P. WILDER.
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II. CEYLON

1. There are six student Associations in Ceylon. Three fully
organized, with a total membership of one hundred and thirty-
four, are affiliated with the Intercollegiate Young Men's Christian
Association of India and Ceylon. Three other student Associa-
tions with a membership of sixty-five are not fully organized.

9. Part of the time of the American secretary for Ceylon and
part of the time of the Tamil secretary for the North Ceylon
Union is given to the furtherance of the student work.

3. We use the pamphlets and leaflets of the Student Volun-
teer Movement of India and Ceylon, and so do not publish any
independently. Z%e Young Men of Ceylon is published in the
interests of all the Associations of Ceylon, a number of copies of
which are taken by students and teachers.

4. The three affiliated Associations united with the town and
village Associations of Jaffna, and held a convention which was
attended by about twenty-five students representing these student
Associations.

5. I think more students were led to accept Christ as their
personal Saviour than during the previous year. This result was
brought about chiefly through special meetings held in connection
with the visit to Ceylon in July of Mr. George S. Eddy.

6. The chief temptations and spiritual perils of students in
Ceylon are impurity—manifesting itself in its worst forms—and
unholy ambition, which seeks for posts of financial and social
advantage rather than of service to God and man.

v. Bible study has been more faithfully and widely pursued
than during the previous year. Nearly one hundred students have
been in Bible classes during the year. :

8. By far the most interesting and striking fact showing the
development of missionary interest among the students in Ceylon
is the formation in November of the ¢ Jaffna Students’ Foreign
Missionary Society,” composed mainly of present and past stu-
dents of Jaffna College. The society has a field in South India
allotted to it, and its first missionary, a teacher in Jaffna College,
will, with his wife, begin work there in a few months’ time.

9. An encouraging advance (in addition to those enumer-
ated above) is the greater amount of personal work done by stu-
dents to lead their fellows to Jesus Christ.

10. Among the difficult problems of the work among the
students in Ceylon are the lack of the ‘‘intercollegiate idea,” espe-
cially in the Colombo institutions; the lack of sympathy on the
part of the heads of some of these institutions; the lack of a suffi-
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cient number of native Christian young men in other of these col-
leges. I should like to call attention to the fact that in my rf:port
last year information was requested bearing on this last mentl.on?d
problem. The Federation would be of great service to us if its
members would kindly advise us in this matter.

(Signed) Lours Hies.

STUDENT YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
UNION OF JAPAN

1. There are thirty-five separate student organizations in our
movement with a membership of nine hundred and twenty.

2. We have one traveling secretary, half the time of an office
secretary, and an honorary secretary supported from abroad.

3. The only new publication is a book of Studies in the Life
of Christ for daily, inductive, devotional study. Our magazine

has thirty-five paid subscribers and a circulation of three hundred.

4. There have been four district training conferences, one in
each of the main parts of the ¢

ountry, attended by sixty, twenty-
two, thirty-eight and forty-five delegates respectively. Delegates
from a distance were ente

rtained by the local members often at
the cost of considerable sacrifice and effort, The second annual

tories. As far as we can judg

last year. Several notable evangelistic meetings were held in

large cities. In Tokyo one was conducted and addressed by mem-
bers of the Tokyo Imperial University Association, and another
on the Day of Prayer for Students, addressed by prominent
Christians, was attended by six hundred and fifty students.

6. Among student temptations and perils we may name: (1)
Impurity, 1t springs from lodging-house life, from lack of oppor-
tunity to enjoy good feminine society, from immoral amusements
and literature, and from convenient and attractive means of vice.
It manifests itself insidiously in private and in public in the forma-
tion of bands for vicious purposes and in the alarming patronage
of houses of ill-fame, (2) The multiplication of beer halls and
the increase of cigarette smoking, The general increase in wealth
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fi?}in]lldulgence has aggr?.vated the intemperance of students. (3)
tian Stn?nsecrated passion for position and money leads C.hris-
Christi: ents to turn a deaf ear to the claims of disti.ncuvel.y
ness a l(ilicalhngs in order to. enter the alluring openings 10 bl{Sl-
meaSun .gO:vernme?t service. As to remedial or preventl‘ve
these re.Sl it is certain that none of them is commerfsu:rate with
Peranew{? . The chief agencies at work are the Christian Tem-
work cf nion; the Church, which finds its members and field of
literat °a lal'g? degree among students; the virile Christian
sum ure fast being created by Messrs. Uchimura, Uemura, Mat-
o ura, Kozaki and others who have the ear of students; and
repe;:lally the.Young Men'’s Christian Association. In addition to
Asgsu ar agencies, such as religious meetings and Bible classes, the
s pe:fClatlons h?ye eight Christian homes in operation. They hold
su ial evangelistic and apologetic meetings and magnify the

Premacy and adequacy of the Gospel of Christ.
bee 7. As to Bible study, the course in the Life of Christ has
taunho‘-ltllned and published. A normal class for this course was
at ght at the summer school and model lessons from it were given

two of the district conferences. TWO hundred and fifty-five

students have been in classses during the year:
8. No missionary work is carried 0B by our movement.
Th e : Among reasons for thanksgiving we may mention: (1)
Qe third convention made advantageous amendments to the con-
Stitution and adopted heartily the plans proposed by the central
committee. (2) A start has been made in work for the twenty-
i\;e thousand academy students by the organizztio::l I?If s;ie:z;
sociatio end President Hon
etoota v e W meedes e onference in France

our voting del a's Student C
g delegate to the Worl f:iends and by Associations and
sited for the first

Z;el:f hSUbScribed by generous d by
ti ches. (4) The secretaries of the Ul?lon vi o estab-
ime the large islands of Hokkeido and Siikok™ Wi y
fished bonds of sympathy with Christian students and churches.
10. We bespeak the prayers of other movemfants that.thg
SUpport of the traveling secretafy M2y pe increasingly derive
Tom Japanese sources; that a well-qualiﬁed man who will stay by
'{) € work for several ye’ars may be cecured; that the means may
® found to erect three student Christian homes in as many stu-
®nt centres; that we may have wisdom in overcoming the mfi‘f‘
ference of students to all religion and their prejudice against
Tistianity as incompatible with patriotism; and finally that we

3y Wage more effective warfare against impurity.
(Signed) J. S. MotopA.

m
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SCANDINAVIAN UNIVERSITY CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT

Considering the great differences between the several countries,
and the different bases on which the work is conducted, the report
has to deal more with details than would otherwise be desirable.

1. There are ten separate student organizations in our move-
- ment, with a total membership of eight hundred and sixty-two.

Of these two are in Denmark, one in Iceland, two in Finland, one

in Norway, and four in Sweden,
2. There are no paid secretaries, but
trying to get one for promoting the buildin

3. Fifteen pamphlets have been published by our movement
—five in Denmark, two in Finland, three

in Norway, and five in
Sweden. Our periodical, Ezxcelsior, has three hundred and sixty-
two subscribers,

4. The Scandinavian

in Christiania they are
g scheme.

Students’ Christian Conference was
held at Setnesmoen, Veblungsnaes, Norway, and was attended by
four hundred and fifteen delegates (one hundred and ten from
Denmark, one from Iceland, fifty-six from Finland, one hundred
and twenty-eight from Norway, one hundred and twenty from
Sweden, and forty-two lady students). The Finnish Conference
was held in Juustila and Wwas attended by twelve delegates.

5. In Denmark there was a revival in March, 1899, during
the visit of Mr. Mott. The religious questions began to attract
more attention than before among students of all classes. Indi-

viduals have been led to Christ. In Finland the visits of Mr.
Mott in April, Mr. von Holst of Sw i

Witt of Germany in December, 1899, have been the means of great
blessing.  So also have the Scand

inavian meetings in Setnesmoen
and on the Day of Prayer. In Norway blessing has resulted from
the founding of the Norwegian Students’ Christian Union, Mr.
Mott’s visit, revival meetings in

Christiania, and the Students’
Christian Conference in Setnesm

oen. In Sweden, both in Lund
and Upsala, great blessing resulted ag well from Mr, Mott’s visit

as from the Scandinavian Students’ Conference,

6. The chief temptations and perils of our students are, in
Denmark, indifference and criticism; the error that Christianity
is only doctrine ; scandalous daily press and immora] literature,
defended by several younger university Professors, As yet we
have not been able to do much to counteract thig, In Finland,
materialistic views, especially among medica] and polytechnic

students, Tolstoianism, indifference, immorality. As one of
the reasong why students can give less time to Christian work may
be mentioned the intense

activity for popular education necessary
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under prevalent circumstances. In Norway the temptations are
selfish isolation and want of concentration, counteracted by the
general work of the Union, especially Bible and mission study.
In Sweden (Lund), indifference, perhaps due to the scarcity of
genuine representatives of living Christianity, high-church ten-
dencies, drink and immorality, intellectualism and rationalism.
In Upsala, knowing and not doing, criticism, cramming.

w. In Denmark there are fourteen Bible circles with one
hundred and eighteen members, which shows an increase com-
pared with previous years. There is great need of good handbooks
for Bible study, but their interest is growing. In Finland Bible
circles for men have been increased and are now nine with sixty
members. Bible circles among women students are eight with
fifty-four members. In Norway the number of Bible circles has
decreased a little, but mission circles have increased from three to
seven. In Lund, Sweden, there is no real Bible circle, but six
students meet every fortnight. In Stockholm, Sweden, the Tech-
nical High School Students’ Christian Association has a Bible cir-
cle with ten members; there is also a Bible circle among medical
students with about ten members. In Upsala, Sweden, students
have begun to study the Bible more systematically. The number
of attendants at Bible readings has increased. Several Bible cir-
cles have been formed.

8. In Denmark the number of volunteers has increased to
seventeen. A committee works for raising the salary of Mr. L.
P. Larsen, Madras. Sixteen students attended the second Inter-
national Students’ Missionary Conference in London. In Finland
there are five volunteers and ten guests. There is a mission study
class numbering twenty-five members. From Norway twenty-
one students attended the London Conference, since which two
have volunteered and a large mission study class has been formed.
Upsala, Sweden, has three new volunteers. Five students took
part in the London Conference. A small sum has been collected
toward Mr. Larsen’s support.

9. Other encouraging advances are, in Denmark, the forma-
tion of a definitely Christian Students’ Association; the large
attendance at the meetings conducted by Mr. Mott. A represen-
tative of the students has visited nearly all the superior public
schools of the country for the first time, and in many cases expe-
rienced rich blessing. In Finland the interest of some professors
has been gained for the cause. Some students have taken up
White Cross work among their fellow students with great interest.
fI‘emperance wc?rk. has made cons1d.era:ble progress. The interest
in student Christian conferences is increasing. In Norway, the
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formation of the Norwegian Students’ Christian Union with its
three subdivisions and seven de

enlisted in the student movem
tian Federation is beginning to be known as a reality,

10. We ask the prayers of the leaders of other movements
concerning the following Problems: That Christian students may
take the need of their fellow students more to heart, have a wider
view of the importance of student work, and grow up to greater
unity and more earnestness i Prayer. That men may be found
whom God may please to cal] as leaders of the student movement.
That a great revival may take place among the students in Copen-
hagen, and open up the way that Christ may be honored in larger
measure by Danish students, Ip Finland there ig want of mutual

» and growing indifference. There is
There is a scarcity of pro-
ian work among students. In
s.ire for full salvation and for

ent, and the World’s Student Chris-

STUDENTS’

Owing to the war in South Africa at prese
| nt to
obtain particulars from al] th ou movame

. ¢ Organizationg of our movement.
There is no postal communicatj

1 o0 with the Soutp African and
Orange Free State Republics, ag well ag severa] district:‘; Cape
Colony which were invaded by the Re

) Publican forces,
1. Questions were sent to fifty-one Organizations, byt replies
were received from only thirty-foyur f them of whi’ch the total
number of members is one thousang foy .

. T hundred and seven.
2. We have employed a paid ling Secretary. Since Jan-
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uary last we have been without one, owing to inability to obtain a
fit person to accept the office.

3. The following pamphlets and leaflets have been pub-
lished by our movement the past year: ¢ Junior Bible Studies "
(English and Dutch), ¢ Bible Studieson the Life of St. Peter ” (in
the Gospels and Acts of the Apostles), “Bible Studies on the
Epistle of St. Peter.” Our periodical is Tke Christian Student,
which has four hundred and ninety-nine subscribers.. Copies
issued, seven hundred and fifty.

4. A conference was held at Bloemfontein, Orange Free
State, in April, 1899. Several new organizations were formed in
the Orange Free State through its instrumentality. The number
of delegates attending it was sixty-five. The annual conference
was held at Cape Town in September, 1899, but owing to various
reasons was not as well attended as usual, only ninety delegates
being present.

5. Most students during the past year were led to accept
Christ as their personal Saviour through the instrumentality of
evangelistic meetings followed up by personal work. Not as many
students were led to Christ as during the preceding year owing to
this work not having been as general.

6. A very general temptation amongst our students and
scholars is neglect of preparation of class-work and consequent
«cribbing " and dishonesty in class. Owing to the youth and con-
sequent supervision of our students there isnot much flagrant vice
and evil except in a few cases. Untruthfulness and swearing are
also met with in some sections of the student community and in
individuals. In educational institutions in commercial centres
there is a strong spirit of indifference to all religious influence
tending towards professed agnosticism or atheism as the scholars
pass beyond the school or college. By cultivating a stronger spirit
of faithfulness to daily duty we are seeking to cope with the first
of these, and we believe the others can be met only by personal
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

v, More interest has been shown in Bible study by individ-
ual organizations, but the Executive has adopted no new system
to promote interest as that adopted in the previous year works
admirably. The total number in Bible classes is nine hundred
and sixty-six.

8. Sixteen new volunteers have signed the Student Volunteer
Missionary Union pledge. Missions are studied by members in
our movement nearly feverywhere. Several of our volunteers are
ﬁ.nishing their course in Englgnd .at present. Collections for mis-
sions are taken in most organizations and we support several mis-
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sionaries in the field. Work is done among the natives and col-
ored people in Cape Colony by members,

9. During the past six months of last year the work of the
Association was continued on the lines adopted during the pre-
vious year. While in individual organizations the work is estab-
lishing itself and taking hold of students and scholars, we cannot
report advance in the work as a whole throughout South Africa.
The salary of the traveling secretary was raised in South Africa
during the last year. The Executive decided at its last meeting
to continue this office and to raise 4200 annually for this purpose.
Individual organizations are feeling the necessity of raising the
funds at home and contribute freely toward this end.

10. We desire the prayers of ot

her movements for the fol-
lowing: Educational institutions in most commercial towns are
closed to our movement,

There is a denominational tendency in
public schools. Our movement as a whole is in danger of becom-

ing denominational instead of inter-denominational, owing to obvi-
ous reasons,
(Signed) C. H. Murray,

Harorp BoTna.
-

STUDENT CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT IN MISSION LANDS

1. This movement now i
widely scattered Associations,
schools in Bulgaria, Turkey in
Armenia), Syria, Persia, Egypt,
and the Hawaiian Islands,

ncludes about twenty separate and
They are found in colleges and
Europe, Asia Minor (including
West Central Africa, Brazil, Chili,
The total membership is estimated to
d one thousand. QOnpe new Association
the past year, and Preliminary steps
have been taken in the direction of organizing two others,

2. No paid secretary is employed by our movement. The
Foreign Department of the International Committee of Young
Men’s Christian Associations continues to help the movement by
means of their supervisory agencies. Under the joint auspices of
our movement and the Federation nearly all of the Associations in
the Levant were thoroughly visited by Mr. William H. Sallmon.
The expenses of this tour were borne entirely by our movement.
The Associations in the Hawaiian Islands have also been visited
under our direction by Messrs. Helm and Southam on their way
to work among the students of Japan and Hongkong.

8. The Foreign Mail is the official organ of the movement,
although it is also an invaluable help to other mission land move-

has been organized during
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ments in the Federation. We are indebted to the Federation and
to two or three of the national movements for a number of helpful
pamphlets and other publications which have been sent to our
Associations.

4. With the exception of occasional local conferences of
workers in the Hawaiian Island group it has thus far been imprac-
ticable to hold any conventions in connection with this movement.

5. The number of conversions while encouraging has not
been as large as it was during the preceding year, which was an
exceptional year as a result of spiritual awakenings notably in
Armenia and Egypt. The Association Bible classes and the influ-
ence of Christian teachers continue to be the two most fruitful
agencies or means in winning students for Christ.

6. The principal temptations and perils common to the stu-
dents in all the lands included in this movement are certain forms
of impurity, and formalism or hypocrisy. Practical talks by teach-
ers and others in the Association meetings, personal work and the
promotion of Bible study have been the most effective means
employed in overcoming or minimizing the force of these tempta-
tions.

. Notwithstanding the fact that Bible study has a promi-
nent place in the curricula of all the colleges and schools belong-
ing to this movement, nearly all of the Associations are helpfully
supplementing such work by emphasizing the personal, devotional
study of the Scriptures. Mr. Sallmon’s tour in the Levant has
been especially helpful in awakening interest in Bible study and
in definitely enlisting students in classes. The Associations at
Asyut, Egypt, and at Beirut, Syria, carry on the best Bible work.

8. One of the most hopeful features of this movement is its
missionary life. In nearly all the Associations there are a number
of students who have dedicated their lives to Christian work among
their own people. By far the most striking example is that of the
volunteers in the training college at Asyut.

9. The most encouraging events and developments of the
past year have been: (1) The notable and fruitful tour of Mr.
Sallmon; (2) the growing intelligence of the members of the
movement concerning the aims and work of the Federation; (3)
the preparatory work which has been done for a larger work in
the future.

10. ‘The most difficult problems before us and calling for the
earnest prayers of members of other movements are: (1) The
internal development of the Associations by means of correspond-
ence, use of publications, and occasional visits; (2) the creation

of more of the brotherhood spirit among the members of the move-



130 WoRLD’S STUDENT CONFERENCE

ment—so much needed owing to the fact that regular conferences
and fregent visits by secretaries are to such an extent impractfiC-
able; (3) the organization of Associations in colleges in mission
lands not yet affiliated.

(Signed) J. Ross STEVENSON.

BELGIUM
Mr. Ap. Buvssens -

We have in my country no student Young Men’s Christian
Association, but I came to this Conference to see whether it
might not be possible to do some Christian work among the stu-
dents of Belgium. Our little land has four universities—Brussels,
Litge, Ghent, and Louvain. Besides these we have at Antwerp a

a mining engineers’ school at Mons.

ining school. At Antwerp there is
a new Young Men’s Christian Association with a salaried secre-

tary. The students of the commercia] high school may be reached
by the Association; one student is already a member of it. In
our universities there are only a few Protestant students. They
are almost all foreigners—Dutch, German, English. The great
majority of people in Belgium are Roman Catholics, The lan-
guage used in these universities is the French, but there is a
movement in favor of the creation of a Flemish university, The
free university of Brussels is quite near the Young Men’s Christian
Association building, The Association should be helpful to the
students. At Litge we have two little Young Men’s Christian
Associations, but they are unable to work among students,  The
Louvain university is essentially' Roman Catholic, The Protes-
tant church there and the Young Men’s Christian As
poor and feeble. No work for students is possible under such
conditions. At Ghent we have three students as members of the
Young Men’s Christian Association. Two are Dutch, and the
third, who is the Young Men’s Christian Association secretary, is
Flemish, converted from Roman Catholicism. Besides these, we
have in the Association five students of the preparatory school,
I'Athenée, two of whom will enter the university next semester.
A professor of the university is a member of our Association
council. Another one is very kind tous. We hope to open rooms
as a temperance coffee-house near the university. The students

sociation are
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will be attracted by the social entertainments, by lectures, etc.
We hope to lead them to Christ. At present student work may be
tried by the Young Men’s Christian Association at Brussels, Ant-
werp and Ghent, but we must study the situation more carefully
before undertaking such work at Li¢ge, Louvain and Mons,

As in other Roman Catholic countries our students are gen-
erally sceptical and indifferent. However, I believe they have
more religious feeling and a deeper sense of need than in France.
They deride religion while they know only Roman Catholicism
with its errors and abuses, but they rarely deny the superiority of
Christian principles. Unhappily they are often ignorant of those
principles, for they have no Bible. Recently we have had at
Ghent certain signs of encouragement. A university professor
decided to follow the Protestant divine service, and another one
has sent his two sons to our Young Men's Christian' Association.
The students of liberal opinion have invited a Brahmin priest to
deliver a lecture on Hindu philosophy. A lecture at the Young
Men’s Christian Association on the converted priests in France has
attracted many learned people. We must speak to the conscience
of the students and show them a living Christianity in opposition
to the formalist religion which does not satisfy them. We must
speak also of social questions in connection with the Gospel, for
these questions are of vital interest in Belgium. We must show
. Jesus Christ, acting and always saving men. Thus He will move
their hearts. Above all we need the example of consecrated
young men, faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ. May the Lord
give us many such young men, for these are the ones we want.

I beg for the prayers of all in behalf of my country and of all
Christian work in it. We have many great difficulties. The con-
science of the people is deadened. We need a revival of con-
science for the glory of Jesus Christ.

BULGARIA
Mr. C. J. TERzZIEFF

The only Christian student organization of young men in
Bulgaria is the Young Men’s Christian Association in the Mission-
ary College at Samokov. It was started in the year 1889, though
in fact Christian work has been in operation from the ver’y be 'g;l
ning of the history of the college. This year its rnembershig1 i-
forty, eighteen active and twenty-two associate, They have tﬁ i
regular weekly prayer meetings, conducted by the students thete:::
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selves, and they are very helpful to them. The active mc.embers
try to find ways dnd means to preach their Saviour, especially t.o
their fellow students who do not profess to be Christians. Thls
year several of them have been united in a band and have had
secret prayer meetings for their own spiritual benefit and for the
conversion of their fellow students also; and that has resulted in a
great blessing for them all and for the school in general. Several
of them even joyfully go to some villages around Samokov to
preach the Gospel to the villagers.

We have had during the last year two visitors from abroad—
Messrs. Fermaud of Switzerland and Sallmon of Australia. Their
visits have been a great blessing to our college. Spiritual interest

was aroused. Mr. Sallmon’s personal conversations with the stu-
dents proved to be very helpful to them.

In our government university in Sophia, the capital, there
are three hundred and two stu

dents, of whom only three are
Protestants. In the national schoo

Is—the gymnasiums, the normal
schools and the city schools, we h

ave also quite a small number of
Protestant students. But I am very sorry to say that at present
there is no organized Christian work carr

ied on among them.

Finally, I would state that Bulgaria is progressing very well
intellectually, but religiously she is Tunning down. Infidelity is
spreading among the students of the national schools and among
the intelligent class of people generally. Byt may God choose
men from our Association to fight bravely against the common
enemy for the glory of God and the prosperity of His Kingdom.
Brethren, pray for Bulgaria,

HUNGARY

MRr. Lewis KovATs

We have not yet achieved
but the Lord has begun His
student Associations in Hun

an extensive work among students,
work in our midst. We have four
gary. A fifth Association has been
started, but it is not fully organized. The chief Association is
that of Budapest. The number of members of the four Associa-

tions is reported as two hundred. The students meet regularly
for Bible study, Many of them are Sunday-school teachers. A

conference of students of theology was held the first of May this
year in Debreczen. After having had for several years a small
periodical for our Associations we shall now publish a large
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monthly beginning next September; and we hope to reach by this
monthly the students of our two universities, eight theological
colleges, numerous normal schools and Protestant gymnasiums.
The chief perils of our students are indifference towards reli-
gious things, and impurity, especially in the universities; and on the
other hand the influence of Romanism, ritualism and formal Chris-
tianity. We need more holiness of life, more of the Holy Spirit
and more prayer. ‘

We wish to acknowledge the kindness of the Federation in
sending Mr. Sallmon to visit the students of Hungary, and so
making possible our representation at this gathering. When Mr.
Sallmon arrived the students had scattered for vacation but he was
able to meet and confer with the leaders in Budapest and Kolo-
zsvér. The Federation can do much for Hungary by multiplying
such visits. I hope, my brethren, that you will not cease to pray
for the Hungarian students and so encourage us by your prayers.
in our hard but important work.

RUSSIA
Baron P. NicorLay

A year and a half ago in the beginning of 1899 there was not
the slightest ray of hope to be seen for a spiritual awakening
amongst the students of Russia. During the Universal Day of
Prayer that year very special prayer was offered up in Germany
on behalf of Russia. Not long afterwards the short but eventful
visit of Mr. Mott to Russia took place. He reconnoitered the
grounds, put the aims of the Christian student Associations before
a few Russian friends, and promised to enlist the prayers of his
friends all over the world on behalf of the Russian students. The
same autumn the traveling secretary for Germany, Mr. Heinrich
Witt, now a missionary in China, came to Russia and was able to
hold religious meetings for German-speaking Protestant students
in Dorpat, Riga, St. Petersburg and Moscow. On this occasion .
he was generally permitted to speak in rooms belonging to the
Llftheran Church.. By God’s grace these meetings were not in
vain and a small circle of Protestant Bible students was formed in
each of these cities.

’;‘he composition of the Russian university class of men.—In
Russ:.xa there are nine universities besides a certain number of
special and technical high schools, with an aggregate number of
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about thirty-five thousand students. These are not all of Russian
origin for there is a considerable constituency of R.oman CEatho-
lics, Poles, Jews, and of Protestants from the Baltic provinces,
composed of Germans, Letts and Esthonians,

The political difficulties of Christian work among student:s
in Russia. — The universities and high schools are, as is
known, honeycombed with revolutionary elements and doctrine
to a very great degree. This doctrine is eminently hostile to
Christianity. On account of this revolutionary movement the stu-
dents are very closely watched by the

together in private,
out, but they form a
innocent purposes.

Such orders are, however, not always carried
very serious drawback to students meeting for
Secret annotations are taken by university

1d result in making
ational,

g from the moral condition of the students.—
of the Russian students is, on the whole, as
low as can be. There is no moral foundation as in Protestant
countries. Notions of right and Wrong are very uncertain even

amongst the best. Vice in every form is generally freely indulged
in and the tendency is to break loose from every form of restraint.
Religion, known onl

y from its formal aspect, is entirely put aside
and contemptuously

considered as superstition. A1l this and the
wide circulation of j

the movement amongst them purely denomin
Difficulties arisin
The moral condition

Y grow up in Russian surround-
1gs, very soon get tainted by the latter. Those who come from



WorLD'S STUDENT CONFERENCE 135

mostly very indifferent towards the Gospel and have no compre-
hension of vital Christianity. At Dorpat the German and other
Baltic student corporations are quite as much a real hindrance to
entering the Kingdom of God as elsewhere in Germany. Besides
this, at Dorpat the different nationalities will hardly mix with each
other at all. The Esthonians dislike the Germans, and both keep
aloof from the Russians. In other universities these contrasts
are not quite so marked.

What has been attained.—At Dorpat -a certain number of
theological students meet weekly for Bible study amongst them-
selves. The regular attendance is about six or seven. At
Riga the Bible circle began with three and dwindled down totwo.
At Moscow three meet for Bible study, while at Petersburg the
attendance is from three to nine. It is desirable that the circle at
Dorpat should not remain limited to theological students and there
is hope that during the semester an advance will be made in this
direction. Dorpat is a very important strategic point, being the
only Protestant theological faculty for the whole of Russia. There
is hope, too, that the German Protestant students in Russia will,
as far as is possible, visit the annual conferences of their brethren
in Germany. If the Protestant students in the universities become
truly Spirit-filled Christian men, they will certainly be a salt for
their surroundings. :

SPAIN
Mgr. H. LINDEGAARD

At the kind invitation of the Federation the professors of the
college at Puerto Santa Maria (Province of Cadiz) have sent me
to represent that institution in this Conference. Many were the
discomforts of the journey, but they have all disappeared and their
place is now occupied by the joy that fills my heart in hear-
ing the progress of the Gospel among students in the countries
which you represent. But at the same time, what sadness I feel
when I remember my own country. People who enjoy religious
liberty do not know what it is to live under a régime of opposi-
tion. In Spain to be a Protestant signifies the loss of almost
everything. Our enemies do not make war on us openly, but i
the darkness, which is worse still. Our college is undert’:akin 2
ve-ry.impc{rtaflt work, namely, to educate native young men togbe
missionaries in their own country; and the zeal of the director and
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professors is worthy of unstinted praise. Pastor F. Fliedner is
also doing a very valuable work in his college in Madrid.

But concerning the non-Christian students of Spain I have to
make a discouraging report. There are several universities, among
which the principal ones are Salamanca, Oviedo, Madrid and Gra-
nada; but the instruction given is almost exclusively by priests or
by Catholic professors. The result of this is that the students
become either incredulous or fanatical, Some condemn the Bible,
think that the Gospel is not worthy of their attention, and consider

Jesus as a mere man, a famous man indeed, but nothing else.

And others, without knowing what they believe, serve as tools in

the hands of the priests to realize their purposes. Have you heard
Students of the univer-
sity threw stones at the door of the Evan

pastor was obliged to seek refuge in the inner rooms, and they
went absolutely unpunished. What shall we do with such stu-
dents? But that is not all.

If a Christian young man should
wish to study in an institution of the State he would meet for-

midable opposition, as has happened already. A law has recently
been promulgated which states that to get the degree of Bachelor
it is necessary to have the certificate of a priest that he knows
Roman doctrine. With such restrictions it is very difficult, almost

ian work among students, and that
is the reason of its non-existence,

Friends, pray for us, for our work meets many difficulties in
Spain, but we trust the Lord, who will give us the victory in
Jesus Christ.
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